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THE MOST PRECIOUS GIFT
PROMINENT INDIANS ON INDO-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP

The Soviet Union has given us nany
precious gifts; the nost precious of
these gifts is FRIENDSHIP,

JAWAEARIAL NEHRU

ON RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

1, The October Revolution is one of the great turning points of
history. Not only did it enable the people of one of the laf
gest cpuntries of the world to overthrow the old order of expl*
citation, it showed a new way to social and econonic developi®
nent, >
INDIRA GANDHI? Prine-MlInister. i967,

2, Look at Russia, look how they are naking revolution. You
should do the sane,

AURCHIINDO GHOSH, Freedon Fighter.

3, Current nbvenont in Russiais a great lesson lor us. We, too,
can denonstrate the sane strength the Russians do,

MOHANDAS K. GANDHI

4, Everything | have seen here will serve as a source: of inspi*
ration for ne in the persistent struggle which is being wa-
ged by the oppressed people of India, The working nasses of the
USSR have created a systen which offers a living exanple ,to us,

SRINIVAS AYEI«“AR, Swaraj leader,

5, | had no doubt that the Soviet Revolution had advanced huii®
nan society by a great leap and had laid the foundations foR.
that new civilization towards which the world could advancee N

| JAWArIARIAL NEHRU, Discovery of Indian

6, October Revolution had a profound inpact on India's nind,
Jawaharlal Nehru spoke eloquently of the historic signifi«>
cance of your Revolution, He often reninded Indira Gandhi that

she was born within a few days of that great event,

RAJIV GANDHI, Prine Minister. 1986,
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ON VIADIMIR LENIN

7, A study of Marx and Lenin produced a powerful effect on ay

nind and helped ne to see history and current affairs in a
new light, Hie long chain of history and of social developnent
appeared to have sone neaning, sone sequence, and the future
lost sone of its obscurity. The practical achievenents oi the
Soviet Union were also trenendously inpressive,

JAWAHARIAL NEHRU. Autobiography.

8, The day of liberation of nankind is breaking on Russia's ho-
rizon, and Ulyanov-Lenin is the bright,sun, that augurs hap*

piness for nankind.
Prof, BARAKATUIAH, Freedon Fighter

9, It nay appear strange to sone people why | have always held

Lenin in high esteen, being not a connunist. Ho was full of
hunan sensitiveness and whatever he did for nasses was unprece-
dented and unique; there is one nore reason for ny high esteen
for Lenin: his struggle against capitalisn and bureaucracy,
Tolstoy was a spiritualist. He did not believe in violence. Yet
while dealing with poverty and down-trodden conditions of the
have-nots, he also depicted the hypocricity and false norallty \
of the upper class Iin such a realistic and vivid nanner that
the background of the Russian revolution which was naturing then
could be understood very well, Lenin unanbiguously accepted this
facti 1 an an adnirer of Lenin because of this, too,

VISHNU PRABmMKAR, Writer, 1986.

10, "I incline nore and nore toviards a connunist philosophy. The
whole value of Mirxisn seens to ne to lie In its absence of

dognatisn, In its attitude to action, in its stress on a certain

outlook and node of approach. That outlook helps us in understanding

ding the social phenonena of our own tines, and points out the

way pf action and escape. Even that nethod of action was no fi-

xed and unchangeable road, but had to be suited to circunstaiv-

cos. That, at any rate, was Lenin's view, and he justified it

brilliantly by fitting his action to changing circunstances,-

JAWABARIAL NEHRU, Autobiography.

11, An ideal that is sanctified by sacrifices of such great nas-

ter spirits as Lenin cannot go in vain; the noble exanple of
thir renunciation will bo enblazened for ever and quicken and pu
rify the ideal as tine passes.

MOKANHNS K. GANDHI

V<
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ON SOVIET ACHIEVEMENTS

12. We had the exanple of the Soviet Union which in two brief

decades, full of war and in the face of what appeared to be
insurnountable difficulties, had nade trenendous progress. Sone
were attracted to connunisn, others were not, but all were fas-
cinated by the advance of the USSR in education and culture and
nedical care and in the solution of the problen of nationaliti-
es - by the anazing and prodigious effort toJcreate a new world
out of the dregs of the old. Even Rabindranath Tagore, becane an
adnirer of this new civilization.

JAWAHRIAL Discovery of India.
13. ...unsparing energy with which Russia has tried to fight di-
sease and illiteracy, and has succeded in steadily elinina-

ting ignorance and poverty, wiping clean the face of a vast conr-
tinent fron all distinctions between one class and another. Her
rapid and astounding progress has nade ne happy and jealous at
the sane tine. When | see elsewhere sone 200 nationalities —w
which only a few years ago were at vastly different stages of de-
velopnent - narshing ahead in peaceful progress and anity, and
when | look about ny owmn country and see a very highly evolved
people drifting into chaos and barbarity, | cannot help contras-
ting the two systens"of governnent, one based on cooperation, the
other on exploitation, which have nade such conditions possible.

RABINDR/MTH TAGORE. Deadh-bed Mbssage.

14. In the Soviet country, a great nei7 world was being built up
before our eyes. Russia, following the great Lenin, looked
into the future, while other countries .lay nunbed under the dead
hand of the past and spent their energy in preserving the useless

relics of the bygone age.. In particular, | was inpressed by the
great progress nade by the backward regions of Central Asia under
the Soviet regino. In the balance, therefore, | was all in fa vour

of Russia, and the presence and exanple of the Soviets was a bri-
ght and heartening phenonenon in a dark and disnal world.

JAWAB\RUIL NEKRUY* Autobiography.

15. The USSR is the great and fascinating unfolding of new order

and a new civilization as the nost pronising feature of our
disnal age. If the future is full of hope it is largely because
of Soviet Russia, and if sone world catastrophe does not interve-
ne, this new civilization will spread to other lands and put an
end to the wars and conflicts which capitalisn feeds,

JAWAHNRIAL NEHRU, Address to Lucknow
session of the Indian ~tional Congress
1936.
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16, The Five-Yeai* Plan conpleteiy changed the .face of Russia.

Fron feudal country it has suddenly becone an advanced coun-
try* There has been an anazing cultural advance; and the socia 1
services, the systen of public health and accident insurances
are the nost advanced in the world.

JAmMRUL NEHRU. Letter to Indira.

17. There is a lot that we can learn fron your country» the nost
important being the way a people can, in the face of heavy
odds and many dangers, march ahead and create a new society.

INDIRA GA>™l, Prine-Mnister. 1973,
ON THE GREAT PATRIOTIC "R CF THE S(7/IET PEOPLE 1941-1945.

18, Hitleris invasion of the Soviet Union is an assault of the

darkest and most barbaric forces of Europpe on the most pro-
gressive defenders of light and civilization in the whole world.
Our eyes are fixed on your country. Every day we read the great
history that you arc writing with your blood. We are sure that
you will smash fascism, All the oppressed nations of the world
connect their hopes for future with your victory.

MUK RAJ AMIND, Writer. 1941.

19. It would be a tragedy if Soviet Russia was crippled and wea-
kened by a war against her, for then, the only powerfull op-
ponent of imperialism would be removed. "

r Vv JATZAHARIAL NEHRU, Letter to Miiulana Azod.
1941.

*Ro, The Soviets.will succeed. They alone will curb the beast.
RABINDRANATH TAGORE 1941.

21. Russia cannot lose the war, otherwise who will look after
the poor of the world? Russia must not lose the mr.

MOKAIIJDAS K. GMANREL 1942,

''22. Ty, above all others, had the Russians fought with such co-
urage, tenacity, and whole-heartedness?jElsewhere people fo-
m'~ught bravely also because they were moved by love of country, fear
of agression, and desire to preserve their ways of life. And yet--
there appeared to be a-difference in the whole—heartedness of the
war* effort between Russia and other countries.

JAWAHARIAL NEHRU, Discovery of India*
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ON THE SOVIET PEOPLE AND TSEIR IDSALS

23. There is no questioning the fact that the Bolshevik ideal has
behind it the purest sacrifices of countless nen ‘and women
who have given up their all for its sake,

MCSUHIINS K. GAIJDHI. Young”™ India, 1928.

24, The theory and philosophy of I”rmisn lightened up many a dark

corner of ny nind. History cane to have a new meaning for ne.
The Mirxist interpretation threw a flood of light on it, and it
became an unfolding drama with come order and purposw. It was the
essential freedom from dogma and the scientific outlook of Lferxisn
that appealed to me. fThile all other systems and theories were
groping in the dark, ~rxism alone explained it satisfactorily
and offered a real solution,

NSERU. i\utobiograph'y,

25,.The progress of the Soviet Union was impressive but let us not

forget that tremendous sacrifices and self-denial Were neces-
sary for this achievement, AIll these'years the Soviet people have
borne privations and have laboured. Only now that foundatipns are
solidd -can they think of better clothes, shoes and other, consumer
goods. -

INDIRA. GANDH,I. Interview. 1955e.

26, Russians are not a netv people, and yet there has been a comp-
lete break from the old,, like that of death, and they have be-
en reincarnated anew, in a manner for which there is no example in

history. They have become youthful again with an energy and vita-
lity that are aaioazing,

JAWAHMRIAL NSEHU. Discovery of India*

27. Kie Soviet people are friendly people, aud their hospitality =
iIs remarkable. There love is not more show off, but real, hea-
rty emotion.

VISOH TYiter. 1986.

28, The mention of the people of the Soviet Union brings the very
pleasant memories of their helpful .nature to my mind. It would

be difficult foi™ us to forget such hospitable, couteous and heli>-
ful people.

S.N.SaiVAS'aWA, Shjor-General. 1986.
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«ON SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY

29, The foreign policy of the USSR hcs been one of the strongest
pillars of peace and there is no doubt that if there is co-
operation in this policy by other pouerc, peace would becoi:e
unassailable.
JARMEARIAL NE-RU, BYAE2e to the Ccrinu-
nist party of .Croat Britain, 1938,

'30. In San-Francisco, the USSR tool: the lead 1. cl:anpioning

freedon for dependent countries, but ether oo™-'ers fought f
shy of this. Whenever the Scyiet Union said anything it was in e
favour of freedon of dependent countries,

JiWaii&RLAL WHEIIRU on establishnent of
the U.N, Organiza.tion in 1945.

31, The Soviet Union, unlike the US, has, fron the very begin--
ning, recognised the geopolitical inportance of India. She*

was bound to be a great power, and the USSR in its own interesi:
wanted India to becone a great power,

K.FsS.MENON, Forner Ambassador of India
in the USSR. 1973.

32, The personal experience of war of almost every Soviet fami-

ly, however heroic, involved indescribable suffering and

sacrifice. Hence, love of peace is an integral component of
your outlook,

- INDIRA GANDHI, Prime-Minister. 1976,
33, vk have no doubt that in the quest of peace, our two count-
" ries will always be together.

RAJIV GANDHI, Prime-Minister. 1985.

34, The Soviet Union has been consistent in its support to the

Non-Aligned fAivement in its struggle to preserve peace and
ensure the economic' independence of the countries. This has he-
Iped the MM countries to resist imperialist blackmail.

M.BASAVAPUImMIAH, Member of the )Ilit-
bureau, CFI(M). 1986.

35, Any initiative for global peace and for the elimination of
the atomic threat must be welcomed. The USSR has advanced
workable proposals to meet this challengec

A M. SIBDIQUI, President, All-India
Progressive ilislim Front,

36, | an sure that Indo-Soviet cooperation will continue to be
bei a positive factor in the quest for global peace and well-
eing,

RAJIV GANDHI, ?rime-ianister. 1986.
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ON INDO-SOVIST REIATIONS

37, Today, we have the best of relations with the Soviet Union,
and we are the best Of friends. o
LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI, Frine-Minister, 1965,
38,

The developing friendship between'the USSR and India is a
good exanple of international cooperation. In all parts of

this vast land, there are visible and living nonuoents to this
cooperation and friendship.

ircIRA GANDHI, Prino-I™nister. 1968.

If we are now in' a position to defeat Pakistan, it is not
aerely because of the superior strategy of our generals, and
the superior bravery of our jawans, but because industrially In®

dia is more advanced country than Pakistan, The credit'for this
aust go to the Soviet Union,

39.

K.F.S.MSNON, Fornor Anbassador of In<jSla. 1971,

There has been sinilarity of outlook between our two countri-
es, and the area of nutual understanding has steadily enlar-

ged in the Treaty we concluded in 1974, providing a codprehensilie
' franework for our friendship,

40°,

INDIRA GANDHI, Prine-MlInister. 1974.

41, The Indo-Soviet Treaty signed in 1971, is an inportant Dile-

stone in the developnont of our bilateral relations. It has
been a logical expression of Indo—Soviet cooperation and friend-
ship, ©

Prof, NUBUL HASAN, Forner Anbassador of India.

42, Your Mssion is a synbol of Indo-Soviet friendship and an

outstanding exanple of how two countries can work together

constructively for the advancenent of science, fojp nutual benefit
and for the good of nankind.

GD™NI Zi'ilL SINGH, President of India, Kfessage
to the Soviet-Indian Space Crew, 1984.

.43, Jawaharlal Nehru laid the foundations of

Indo-Soviet friend-
ship on which Indira GoTidhi

built a fine edifice. The relati-
ons between our countries have for

r _ long been a nodel of interna-
tional cooperation,

RAJIV GANDHI, PrJurister, Ow of the first
statements in office, 1984/11/12,

44, When the rest of the world refused to help us, the USSR cane
foreward to help us build the foundations of our industries,

PtAJIV GANDHI, Prime-Minister. 1984.
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45, We hail the tine-tested and nany-faced friendship built up
over the years betT/een India and the USSR, This has acqui-
red special significance in the present international situati-
on, Both for defending vTlorld peace and safeguarding India’s in-
dependent econonic developnent as well as national security,

HAJSSH™"RA RAC, General Secretary of the CPI,

46, Soviet support has not been confined to econonic field. You
have stood by us in our difficultico. It ia adversity that

tests friendship. The Indian people rerord the Soviet people as
reliable friends,

RAJIV GANDHI, Frine-Minister, 1985,

47, We thank you for the support you have given us when and

where we needed it nost. We thank you for the warnth of
your friendship which we mrnly repiprocate, | have no doubt
that the relations of cordiality which have been established
between Indian ~feltional Congress (I) and the Connunist Party
of the Soviet Union will grow fron strength to strength and
prove to be a great bulwark for peace in the world,

ARJUN SINGH. Vice-President, Indian ~tional

Congress (l). Speech in Mjscgw on occassion
of the 27th Congress of the CPSU, 1986,

48, | see strong relationship between India and the USSR, They
have been friends when we needed then. And there are nany
iIssues on which we think alike without having to align each
other#
i RAJIV GANDHI, Prine-MLnister, Interview to
the U.S, nagazine "Tine”, 1985,

49, Indo-Soviet friendship has blossoned into unbreakable ties
which had helped India in every field. The enenies of Indo-
Soviet friendship are the enenies of India#

ROMSSIE CHANDRA, General Secretary, World
Peace Council. 1964,

50, The Soviet Union has given us nany preciouo gifts; the nost

precious of these gifts is friendship, | cn leaving a part
of ny heart in Soviet Land.

JAMHARIAL M3ERJ, Prine-IMnioter, Jioscow,
1961,



.?w*§l&&***§-

* *
*

* N\
* *
* *
* *

)

PR R R R R R R R

X % % ok ok E X E %k

A

*k*

*****

*x*k EaR kb b b o b

*kkikk
*k*k

*

TH3 SOVIET

EN

OF N AND

FEI END 0F

*kx

NOTES ON TIE SOVIET UNL: Geography,

Language

I-iSTC?TZ OF T] E SOVIET niyxXXpg<

*x Tk *

**k*k *hkkkhkkhkkkhkkkik
*kk*k

*k*

*

***x

UN

IN D

**k*k

***

I O N

UNKNO¥ N

1A

*k*

N CCLLECTICN OP ARTICLES

BY

SERGEY KIRUTA

FART CNE
Articles on the Soviet Union

icture, State Systea -

CCITTSIEIOILEY LIFE IN ~ U.3.S,

cy; Eunan Eights;

"omen an? Y'outh; Ixiploynent,

SCV]

ness; Electronics O Computerisation;

ad TSCHNCLOGY:

etc -

ilyth About BacRwardne
Fs.obotisation;

rower Industry; Wa? Challenges -
SOVIET SDUCATICNa:. SYSTii ix Literacy; Secondary

Education;

Higher Educai .on

pp. 1 -
pp.li -

: Soviet desiocra—
t;,6iXgi0ii3 1 People's Well-Being;

pp.19 -

pp.30 -

pp.39 -

1%tional

10
18

29

38

a7

a

BRI i o o o o b b b S e e e b e e S AT e b b b b e
ER R S e e i e b b b b b e b e e e e b i b b b b e e e o S AR AR o e b b ok VAN

c

*:t

**

**

o

%



R B ? i C B

It gives ne pioesure to present the first pirt cf the Coi-

locticn /.rticles wvritton by in the current ye”r. ‘llio bock
SOVIET UNION: -.HC N iilTD UNiaJC'll ccncictc ¢S five artiftlos on the
U.S.S.1.. ihs seccaS bock is n collooticn of irticiec cn liters.-

ture anO culture.

Tee decision to x/rite 3 Xci' articles about ity country vzc
token in the socond year of qy ricrk in India, It v,ao taken for
th-3 fcllov/ing reasons;

- TIRST, being introduced to --any people in this country and :.ar-
ticularly in -ilani, | have realised their conclcerablo Interest
in knowing the U.S.S.E, The oiCviet Union end India are friendly
countries. There are nacy friends of the U.l.S.S,, ancag Indian
workers, peasants and intellectuals* 'Tfiorc arc strong ties bet-
ween ny country and several Indian Inductrialicta, ao t/ell as
betv7oen the two governnents. Cur cc-L.pcr-.tion is Quite ccacide-
rable in the fields of econerpy, coionce, defence, cultufv and
education, Ii'y presence here itself roaffirwe it.

- CBCCND, under conditions of idcciogioai and iafoyoatica strug-
gle, which is going on today, wany people aye inflocccod by the
'estern propaganda, A lot cf Indians are alee ccn”™Qrnecl about
that. Therefore, infornatioc available here is net ait/ayc unbia-
sGd, The extend cf such infero'atinn is cwail, ior instance, the
latest cditiCG of C-SIQFi.L I.NC'EBDCtB-iSCT, pr.bXished by Cenpotiti-

cn Success Review, present... cor'e infcr-:'-.tion the secticn "'.h;
Is 74ec”. 'To winc;, it is strango., t ¢ ttousand-ycar”oid
feuwEW ™ v ILG.R - lives the authi o-c-y iC nenes for that
sectisa, 7hile the ?'CC-yeo™r«.e history of the U.J./i. provides
213 nowee. Is that due tc ignorance? Cr, Is ill-ccnoidcrcd

vy cf inferring a reader? 1 don’t know and | don't v.-ant to, but
iIn any case rcc-‘cr is roaoGc ci the tr

TFIED, | corsidor =% is zy duty to hoi ny ‘'dian friends tc get
at least ti-G basic Ornc
is the basis or tac :resent boch considered as
aropaganda, well, That 1 that? unoor.plainingly stewacly
the ‘'estorn propaganda, :v:y should: not one tfe®a . the Goviet one?
If cowebody finds that | colour the truth overotating the merits
and reducing c'emcnfcts, what can | cay? _uch an Ujpression is pts-
sible due to aicinfoiwation mentioned above, by tbouid not one
think that the other side casts slurs upon the truth? The best
way is to visit the U.S.S.R. and see everything with one’s own
eyes, otherwise the only viay is to get infor-iaiioo from thth the
sides, searching for the truth only among the facts.

You knew that a Soviet citleen was the flrist man tc fly into
cuter space. You know that the U.d.S.E, is a multinational state.
"ou knoxz that it took i.Art in )rid You kcox7 lat it
has wo11-d eveloped industry and advanced scienca ~nd education.
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4
3ut dc you kncv hovj it ‘.as ao3.vcd the national and langttfig™ quee-
tion? Do you know how it wen;, the 's'ar and had been pfifd for
the victory? Do you know that it left Anerica far behind In its
output of nany industrial products, in the fieldc of oolence,
culture and Tjeli-being of the pcc™.lo? Do you know that Soviet
ech'isvenenta in the field cf®cenocracy.and hu.:aa righto Sie much
greater than those of capitalist countries?

This'bock has many facts tc prove all this.-ihey.app taken
from both Soviet and ‘'estern oOur06s. 'Zie bOC should not be con
sidered as crepaganda proper. because wy .neans are not yupcurs
and speculations. iy means are facts. s xcc the best
pro’paganda, like it or not.

Tice famous Fussian artist Hikolai Rcorich was a |10cs fri-
ead of Sabindranath Tagore and Ja-.7aharlal, ITehru, and itr any
yearn lived in India. 5y the WEy, do you know about thftt? ahort-
ly befeve his death in Zulu in 1949, Zoerioh wrote:

"If a wan Inves his native land, he '"ill do hie utmost to
bring into play all its achiovewentc, no watter :hat pirt cf the
globe he may find hinscif in".

Zne great friend of Cctcbar rxvcluticn and the. boviet Union
Jawaharlal ITehru \.rots:

"A Russian goes to the 3aat as an eQuai, not as o Conqueror
or race-proud superior". '

I have tried to follcv; these two quotations in letter and
spirit, v?hile x/riting the present bcol*..

Is before year eyes,

DILz.ITI, .
7.11,1906. ®J." 21 EVTL
Zisiting ..'r-.fescer ¢ eucsian,
fg Dirla Ihbtituto cf Tccnnulogy f. Dcienoe
"1 T I GIDOOOOOOVKE XIWAK XXX ' W
Hlr &% /n this book | never use the wor- "-.ussia" an It colttic
nly used in India ,and t. o cst. ;..oocia is only part cf
‘he Soviet Union.'Tne Ciunt: is o llod also aqg the

Union of Soviet Socialist ‘.enublio \J.:..3.Z.

2. In this book the figures arc given cither in Indian
rupees or in Soviet roubles. ...ccerding to Reserve Dank
of India, one rouble is equal to: b 19.0451

, W~ 1.3074

¢ata as on 33-1C-1986)



TEAT BLOOMING GARDEN

Notes on the Soviet land and Soviet state system.

That garden
shall be bloaming”
that city
must
arise,
when Soviet Russia

has sueh men
as these before ny eyes.

VLADIIOR ItAKOVSKY

The USSR is the world's largest country, spreading over tw®
parts of the world - Europe and Asia. It occupies an area of
22,402,200 square km, which constitutes one-sixth of the Barth'S
land surface. The Soviet Union is a country whose “bstern and
Eastern herders are separated by eleven time-zones, that is nmore
than 11,j)00 km, hen in Leningrad people begin a working day, in
t;o ct* TV-sets, enjching the evening progranm™
mes. The USSR has 42 degrees difference in latitudefrom North to
South, that is S,5G0 km. lhere are 3 oceans and 12 seas around
the country, and numerous lakes inside it, Including the biggest
ones - Caspian, Aral and Baikal, There also arc large rivers
like Cb, Yenisey, Lena, Amur, Volga, Dnieper and Bon.

People often think of Russia as the country of snow and
frost. Indeed, cold regions in Siberia are quite vast. But tven
Siberia is by no means a land of eternal cold. Several cities
have as many sunny days a year as Delhi. In summer gets quitf
hot there. The coldest region is Yakutia (N.—E. Siberia), where
the temperature sometimes falls to 60 degrees Centigrade below
freezing. The hottest place in the whole Asia is Turkmenian
desert Karakum, where the sand gets as hot as 70 degrees Cent.
Then roses blosm in the Transcaucasus, the Urals are still
blanketed with dazzling-white snow.

The USSR is,a country of amazing scenic contrasts. Its ricb
landscape mooaicj™composed of taiga forests and vast steppes,

flood meadows and hlI™“h mountain ridges, fertile valleys and vaatj
deserts.
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The Soviet Union is one of the T?orld's nost multi-national

states.

It i1s inhabited by more than ICO nations and nationaliti-

es, each speaking its own language. They are united by federative

Soviet state, which includes fifteen fraternal equal Republics,
called as Union Republics. There are also 20 Autonomous Republics
in Georgia, Uzbekistan, Russian Federation and Azerbaijan,
WJIICN REPUBLIC *TERRITOEY*PO?ULATION*  CAPITAL
( thousands sq. kn
and people )
ESTONIAN Soviet Socialist Republic 45 1,520 Tallinn
ISITVLAN Soviet Socialist Republic 64 2,590 Riga
Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic 65 3,540 Vilnius
BYELORUSSIAN Soviet Socialist Republic 207 9,890 Mnsk
UKRAINIAN Soviet.Socialist Republic, 603 50,690 Kiev
MOLDAVIAN Soviet Socialist Republic 34 4,090 Kishinjrov
GEORGIAN Soviet Socialist Republic 69 5,180 Tbilisi

(includes Abkhazian and Ajarian
Autonoiaous Soviet Socialist Republics)

ARMENIAN Soviet Socialist Republic 30 3,270 Yerevan

AZERBAIJANIAN Soviet Socialist Republic 87 6,500 Baku
(includes Nakhichevan Autonomous
Soviet Socialist Republic)

TURKIISN Soviet Socialist Republic 488 3,130 Ashkhabad
KASAKH Soviet Socialist Republic 2,717 15,660 Aina Ata
UZBEK Soviet Socialist Republic 447 17,500 Tashkent

(includes Ifera-1&Ipak Autononous
< Soviet Socialist Republic)

TAJIK Soviet Socialist Republic 143 «,370  .Dushanbe
KIRGHIZ Soviet Socialist Republic 198 3,900 Frunze
RUSSIAN Soviet Federative Socialist

Republic 17, 075 143,000 Moseow

(includes the following Autononous

Soviet Socialist Republics:

Bashkir, Buryat, Daghestan, Kalmyk,
Kabatrdin-Balkar, I-arelian, Komi, iyEiri,
Mordovian, North Ossetian, Tatar, Tuva,
Udmurt, Chechen-Ingush, Chuvash and Yakut)

UNION COF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 22,402 275,000 MIB3OI7

The biggest “"tiono of the USSR are as follows; Russians(138 mil-

lions),
(6.5),

Ukrainians (™ nO, Uzbeks (13), Byelorussians- (9), Kazakh
Tatars (_6), Azerbaijanians (5,5), Armenians (w4), Georgians
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(3.6), thidavlans (S.0), Tajiks ($.0), Lithuanians (2,9), Tujrk-
mens (2.1), Geirmnans (2.0), Kirghiz (2,0), Jews (1.8). Chuvash
(1.8), Letts U.5), Bashkirs (1.4), Mordvinians (1.2), Poles
vi.2/, Estonians (1,1), and others.

BSTEEN REGION; Estonia, latvia, Lithuania and .
Baltic Republics - Estonia, and Lithua*
nia - are often refered to as "sisters*' because they have nueh
iIn oonaon historically, economically and culturally. Their ca-
pitals Tallinn, Riga and Vilnius ara very old cities with the
narrow streets of their ancient quarters, nighty walls of their
feudal castles and forts. The Gothie structures and cultural
traditions of the’ region bear resentlance to those of Demoark#
Sweden or Gernany. Even the climate is the same. Thp Baltic
?.epublic are inhabited by the Lithuanians, Letts, Russians,
I-oles and Estonians. The largest pity is Riga (900,000),
Byelorussia, or '“hite Russia, is the westernest Eepubli#
of the Union. It is hard to beleive that Ter = 11 raggd
there only 40 years ago. IMany pities and villages of the Repuww
lie lay in ruins. The Nazis shfit and tortured to death on”™fgurth
of its population. Today it ie the flo ™ rishiijg land Of behuti®
ful woods and highly developed econonics. Byelorussian ears,
tractors and TV-sets are knpwn far beyond the borders of the
Soviet Union. The Byelorussians are the dominating nation there”
The Russians, Ukrainians, Poles and Jews alpo are the habitants
of Byelorussia. The capital of the Republic, Minsk is its big-

gest city (1.5 million).

SOUTH-'3STER,N REGION: Ukraine and Moldavip.
Ukraine is the country’s second largest

Republic by population and economic pptdntial after the Russian
Federation. The economical picture of Ukraine domprioeaPfthe
manmnoth cascade of hydroelectric poxvor stations on :(he Ikiiepet
river, the high-capacity coal mine and factories of the Donbas™
the giant metallurgical and engineering enterprises of the
Dnieper area, the chemical factories in the Carpathian foothillS|®
and the shipyards of the Southern ports. There well-known
Black Sea resorts in the Crimea, where the subtropical eli::~"tQ
bear.resemblance-0 that of Italy or Southern J™ange. Thg Ukra,,
ine is a land of vast steppes, man-made seas, meadows and moun»
tains of the Carpathia and Crimea. It is ihhpbitp™ by the Ukra-
inians, Prussians, Poles, Jews, Hungarians, Bulgarians, Greeks
and other nations, Fain Ukrainian cities are as follows: Kiev
(2,5 million), IGiarkov (1.6), Dniepropetrovsk (1.2), Odessa (1)*
Donetsk-(1.0) and Zaporozhye (0,9).

fA)ldavia is a land of picturesque, variegated and infini*
tely boundful nature, with its soft-contlured wooded hills, spa-
cious river valleys, pink-and-whlte orahffds in bloom, green
vine-yards, and fields of golden wheat. It is one of the smallest
Republics, but it is™bountry’s biggest grape produeer* Thg
Molda'viaas, Ukrainians, Russians, Gypsies and Romanians live
there. The biggest city is the capital Kishinyov (500900),
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THE TRANSCAUGASUS: Goorgic, Arnenia and Azeraaijan.

Tile region occupied a part of'the Caucasian
isthnus south of the I;fein Caucasian Ridge between the.Black .and
Caspian Seas. This land of’'subtropical climate stands out for
the variety and beauty of its scenery, for the extreme diversi-
ty of its ethnographic and cultural leaturec, lor the high stan-
dard of its economic cevelcpnent. There are plenty of seaside,
high-altitude and balneological health resorts in this sunny
land which is criss-crossec by nouatain ridges and bordering oh
the seashore. It is'a land of * * grey history. Several ancient
states had beeh established there long before the Russian state

jficc bora* In Armenia, Christianity had become the”'official
state religion for the first time in its history, in the 4th
cehthry A.D. The Transcaucasus is inhabited by the Georgians,
Armenians, Azerbaijanians, Cssets, Abkhazians, -~urds, Persians,
Assirians, Turks, and the Prussians, The biggest cities of the
region are the capitals of the three Republics - Thbilisi (1.2),
Yerevan (1.1) and Baku (1.7).

THE CENTRAL ASIA: Turkmenia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan
and Kirghizia. 0
This is an exotic land of the towering Tien Shan and Pamir lioun-
e tains, boundless steppes and vast deserts, a conglomeration of
different, even contrasting climatic zones and belts. In the
summer, it is quite hot there, up to 50 degrees Centigrade, In
the winter, it gets very cold in the Northern part of l2izakhstan
- about 30 degrees below freezing.
All the five Republics made the fantastic progress, having
jumped from the feudal epoch of backv/ardness and total illiteracy
"to socialism, "~ithin histiiricOliy short span, since 1920, the
.. five Asian nations turned to highly-developed industrial nations
W ith completely different level of the culture, "~ith the help of
fraternal Russian people, thej” built irrigation canals many
kilometers long, erected high-capacity power stations and large

industrial enterprises. The varied output of Central Asia’s
industry is expirted to more than 90 countries.
-he Uzbeks, ‘‘ussiani zana: Tajiks, Ukrainians, Kirghiz,

Turkmens, Jews and the Karokalpakc ijve there. Tashkent (z,i)
and .Ailna Ata (1.C) are the. biggest cities of the region.

RUSSIAN ?-siiep>.ticn

Russia is the largest Republic of the Union by its territory
population and economic potential. There are 6 large regions in
Russian Federation, from East to Wst - Siberia and Ear East,
Urals, Northern Caucasusi Volga Area, Northern European Fart,
and Central European Fart of Russia, c

S-IBSSIA. This part of th!e Republic is most striking for its

enormous expanses. Its territory .is 9s large as that
of the U.S.A. and India, taken together. It is a land of great
distances, boundless taiga forests, and mighty rivers. The
world”™s deepest lakB Baikal, the biggest freshwater reservoir
on Earth, is found there.
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Siberia has the sharply-continental clinate with the Very
cold and long winter,and hot and short suncer. There is extee-
nely large difference between the naxinun and niniaiun toapera-
ture, of about 100 degrees Centigrade. Siberia has richest
natural resourses of oil, gas, coal, wood, ore, and river ener-
gy, The area, Vhere the Russian revolutionaries used tfli live in
their exile, within 60 years of the Soviet power becane th$
land of the world's biggest hydroelectric powerstations and
huge industrial conplexes.Multi-storey apartment blocks new
cities now stand on land where nan had never set foot before.
In Siberia, the following nations and nationalities live: “he
Russians, Ukrainians, Buryats, Yakuts, Tuvinians and others.
Novosibirsk (1,4), Cnsk (I.l) and Krasnoyarsk (o0.”~) are the
biggest Siberian cities,

URALS, l‘)l'his_, region is situated between the Volga Area dnd Si-
eria.
Its clinate is rather cold, with 'ainlnua of ajout 30(
nutiegrees in the winter and quite cool suaner. The Urals are not
high. They are soft-contoured old nountains. There sre nany
natural resourses, which are the base for industrial developnent
of the region. The UEALINSH and other nighty industrial conp»
lexes of the region are known abroad. The region Is inhabited
by the Russians. Konis, Bashkirs and other nations. Main cities =
Sverdlovsk (1,3), Chelyabinsk (1,1), Pojobd and Ufa (a nillion
each),

VOLGA AREA, The region is known as that vf genuin Russian na-
ture, with its golden Volga beaches, its air step-
ped in the fragrance of fieldflowers and its berry-rich woods.
It is known also as an area of developed industry, with its cas-
cade of hydroelectric stations and its industrial cities. Th"
Russians, Tatars, Chuvashes, Mordvinians, Geruans, Udnurts and
I“"ris live there. Gorky (1.4), Kuibyshev (1.3), Kazan and Vol-
gograd (a nillion each) are the biggest cities of the region,

NCRTEEEW OIUCIiISUS. It is a land of picturesque nountains.

nirror-snooth blue sea, nild clinate and
salubrious springs. The Black Sea coast of the Northern Causa-
Gus is known as a tcp-class health resort. The region is inhabi-
ted by the Russians, Chechens, Ossets, Avars, Lezgins, Kabardins
and other nations and nationalities. The nain city of the regi-
on is Rostov-on-Don (1 nillion),

NORTEERN EURCFEAN FART OP RUSSIIMN. Tills region includes the lands,

lying near the three seas -
Baltic, Barenz and lhite. Its clinate is quite cold near the
latter two seas. This land fascinates by its "white nightS",
when the darkness does not cone several days.

The heart of the region is the city of Leningrad, the USSR
second biggest city with pc]>ulatlon of almost 5 nillion. It Mas
there that th« Sreat October Socialist Revolution was carried
out in 1917, It is one of the most beautiful cities on Earth,
with its majestic architecture, innunerablo rivers and canals,



— 6 —

graceful bridges and splendid parks. The third biggest nuseun
in the world, the Hernitage, is situated in Leningrad*

CENTRAL EUECISAH TART 0? EUSSI/i, The nature of the region is

<Q0dest end unpretentious, but
it has a quiet charn all its own. It is a land of woods and
plains, vast fields and broad rivers. It is the heart of Russia
and the heart of the Soviet Union.

The centre of the region is the capital of Russian Federa-
tion and the Soviet Union, the city of I”oscow (almost 9 nillion
population). Moscov? is the seat of all the country's highest
bodies of state authority* It is the largest economic, scienti-
fic and cultural centre Of the USSR. There are numerous indust-
rial enterprises, 170 museums, 30 theatres, hundreds of cinemas
and scientific institutiohs in Moscow. L.*ny of them are the
world famous. Moscow is constantly growing. New housing develop*
ments are being built, one after another. The centre of Moscow
iIs the Kremlin. The Soviet parliament is situated there.

NATIONAL FICTURE CP TEE U,S .S .R.

I'hen in 1922 the Soviet Republics were united and the Union
of Republics was established, that gave the birth to the first-
ever socialist multinational state of really equal and fraternal
nations. The Tsaristp Russia, known as "the prison of peoples"”,
had died. Ethnic strife became a thing of the past, and frater-
nal friendship, close cc-operotion and mutual assistance became
a norm of life. In the.course of socialist construction, the
rapid economic, social and cultural progress of the former nati-
onal outlands was ensured. The victory of the Great October put
an end for ever to national oppression and inequality of nations
and peoples.

IniSIT, the right of nations to self-determination was
declared. The Soviet Republics were established almost everywhe-
re in the former Russian Empire, excluding Poland and Finland,
where the bourg,tis governments took over. The latter two wore
separated from P,uDcia, but other Hepublic's expressed their will
to live and ivork together. A.fter the Union was established, the
more poorly developed Republics received from the Central gover-
nment much more capital investment per head than the Republics
which for historical reasons were at a higher stage of develop-
ment, The Russians helped other nations to train skilled workers,
engineers, doctors, teachers eotc;. Then the great friendship of
the Soviet nations nes brilliantly confirmed by their team-xvork
during the period of restoration of the national economy and
their joint struggle against the Nazist barbarians.

As a result of more than 60-year-old development of the
Soviet soeiety, the new tj*pe of' economic and cultural community
had come td the picture - the Soviet people. All citizens of
the USSR are Soviet people regardless to their,nationality, lan-
guage, colour of skin or religion. They have the integral Soviet
culture, which is socialist in its content, diverse in its na-
tional forms and internationalist In its spirit.
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LIHGUIGTIG STNUCTUE3 CF TZS U.S.S.R.

The great achievements that have been attained in socio-
eecnonic and cultural life of the Soviet people would have been
inpossible without planned and purposeful language constructi-
on - which means conscious infliaence by society on the process
of the development of languages. The level of this developnent
for every nation is dependent on the level of social develop-
ment of a nation, a nation has a highly-developed language,
only if if had attained considerable achievements in the field
of science and its language had been developed by worXd-wide
known writers and scientists. Under the Tsars, the only Russian-
language had such a level of development. The Ukrainian, Byelo>»
russian, Georgian and iirmenian languages were quite close to
that level. The same goes for Lithuanian, Latvian an™ Estonian
languages, based on the Latin script and close to Ue”tern-Euro-
pean 'languages. Other nations did not have even scripts for
their languages. Today, all nations of the country \}Bwe highly
developed languages, based mostly on the Cyrilic (Russian)
script.

Soviet people speak today more than 100 languages of the
following seven language families:

1. INDG-EUEOrEAN FiiMILY - over 211,000,000 people

(a) SLAVONIC GROUP - Russian, Ukrainian, Byelorussian, Bul-
garian - Cyrilic script;
- Polish - Latin script;
- (over 191,000,000).

(b) BALTIC GROUP - Lithuanian and Latvian - Latin script;
(about 4,300,000)

Armenian - Armenian script;
(about 4,200,000)

German - Latin script;
Yiddish - the language of 'Soviet Jews-

; (c) ARMENIAN GROUP

(d) GEPJANIC GROWP

- Cyrilic script; |
(about 3,800,000)
(e) RCiANIC GECWD Ifoldavian - Cyrilic script;
Romanian - Latin script; =
(about 3,500,000)
(f) GREEC GFXUP ' - Greek - Greek script; (545,000)

(g) IRANIAN GROUP - Tajik, Ossets, Kurd, Persian and others
Cyrilic script; (about 3,100,000)

(h) INKIAN GECU? “ Gypsy - Cyrilic script (210,000)
CAUCISEIN FAIdILY CF LISWEUHGSS - about 7,000,000 people. '

(a) EARTVELIAN GROUP - Georgian and Ajarian - Blijftvely script
(about 3,600,000)
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(b) CHECBSN-DJIGHESTAN GROUP - Chechen, Avar, Lezgin, Dargin,
Inghuoh anc others - Cy”ilic;
(over 2,400,000}

(c) ADYGHSAN-ABKEaZIAN GROP - liabardin, ~.dyghean, Circassi-
an and Abkhazian - C'rilic;
(about ,600,000)

URIL FAMILY COF LANGUAGES - over 4,500,000 people

ta) - rUUPC: GROWP - Estonian, Uxirelian, Finn - Uitin;
- Mordvinian, Udnurt, bSiri, Koni -
Cj~rilic; (about 4 ,3C(1),000)

(b) UGRIC GROWP - Hungarian - Latin script;
- Khanty, Jifensi - Cyrillc script;
(about 200,000)

(c) SNIMODIAN GROUP - genets, Selkup, Nganasap = Oyirilig;
(about 35,000)
4. ALTAIC FAMILY OF LANGOPGSS - over 40,000,000 people
(a) TURiaC GROUP Uzbek, Kazakh, Tatar, >*zorbaijanian.

Turknenian, Kirghiz, Chuvash, Bash-
kir, Ehrakalpak, Yakui and others
- Cyrilic script; (40,000,000)
(b) MONGOLIAN GROUP - Buryat and Kalnyk - Cyrilic script;
(about 500,000;

(c) TUNGUS-MNNCIHURIAN GROUP - Even, Evenk, Nanai, Ulchi and
others - Cyrilic script;

( 57,000 )
5. KOREAN FAIiIlLY CF L/INGIMGSS - Korean - Korean script; 400,000.
6, FALSO-aSIATIC FAMILY - Chukchi, Koryak, Itelnen, iJivkh -

Cyrilic script; (30,000)

7, ESKIMO-ALSUTIAN FAMILY - Eskimo, j-.leutian, Ket - CYrilic;
(3,000)

At present, tvo specific features exist in the language
situation in the USSR. FIRST is that nultinationalisn of all the
Soviet Republic increases. Their economic interdependence grows.
Mutual cultural and social influences become more evident, And
communications between different nationalities become extremely
intensive. >.Ithough the full freedom in the studies and use of
all languages gives an opportunity to study then, it is impos-
sible to know and speak more than 100 languages.

SECOND. A language of inter-communication Vas needed, and
Russian was found to be such a language. First of all, it had
assumed widespread use among non-Russian peoples even before
the Revolution. Unlike most colonial powers, in Russian Empire
the metropolis and the national outlying areas formed a single
geographical unit and were not divided by natural barriers. The
process of interaction between the Russians and the other nations
took place, and brought them closer, Russian working people.
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wfcon the ether pooplos knev? by cay-tc-day life, v/ere never con-
sidered race-proud, nationalistic and chauvinistic colonisators.
In the contrary, they v/ere considered as eQual.

Russian language is the mother tongue of the majority (more
than 60 per cent; of the population, and being taken together
with the two cognate languages, Ukrainian and Byelorussian, it
is easily understood by more than 70 per cent of the population”®
Groat Russian writers developed the language, enriching it by
innumerable stylistic resourses. Great Russian scientists made
it really the language of advanced, science,

s the link language between the peoples of the USSR, Rus-
sian has acquired i7rld recognition. It is one of the siz offi-
cial languages of the United Nations, widely used in different
international conferences apd meetings. The use of this language
by non-Russian people is also an e:prossioa of their gratitude
and respect towards the mother tongue of Lenin and the language
of the nation that made the Great October Revolution and helped
other Soviet nations to build socialism.

;o THE SCVIST ™Or.SNISTR/.TIVE STSTEM

Unlike the Soviet Russia of 1917, contemporary Soviet Union
Is not a state of . proletarian di”~ctatorship, but a socialist
state of the whole people, expressing the will and interests of
the workers, peasants, and intelligentsia. According to the Con-
stitution of the USSR, all power in the country belongs to the
people, who exercise it through the Soviets (Counsilsy of the
People’'s Deputies. There are local Soviets of villages, cities
and districts, and regional Soviets at the first level; the
Supreme Soviets of Union Republics at the second level; and the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR at the highest level. Democratic
centralism, which is the main principle of the Soviet State,
combines central leadership v/ith local initiative and Xith res-
ponsibility of each state body and official for the work entrus-
ted to then. Each Soviet has its executive body: Soviets of
People’s Deputies of the first level have their respective
Executive Committees, and the Supreme Soviets of Republics and
of the USSR have their Councils of Iflnisters (Governments).

The highest body of state authcrit3 of the USSR is the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, Soviet Farllament. It consists of
the tv70 chambers: the Soviet of Union and the Soviet of I-fationa-
lities. Unlike chambers of ''ostern payliarients, the chambers of
the Supreme Soviet have equal rights. Fae Soviet of Union is
elected by constituencies with equal populations. The Soviet of
Nationalities is elected on the basis of the following represen-
tation: 32 deputies from each Union Republic, il deputies from
each Autonomous Republic, 5 deputies from each -““utonomous Region
and 1 deputy from each Autonomous Area. This way, the rights of
small Republics and nationalities are preserved. The Ukraine,
with population of 50 million, and Estonia, with population of
1 million have 32 deputies each in the Soviet of Nationalities,
while in the Soviet of Union they have respectively 150 and 3
deputies. No bill or law can be adopted, if one of the two cham-
berc (by its majority) has some objections.
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There is no President in the Soviet Union* His functions
are given to the Fresidiun of the Suprene Soviet. The Fresidiun
consists of a Chairman, 15 Vice-Chairmen ”“one from each Union
Fiepuhlic)* a Secretary, and 2l members. The Chairman of the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet is often called abroad as a
Soviet President* There were 8 Chairmen in the history of the
Soviet Supreme Soviet; Mlhhail Ifalinin* Zliment Voroshilov,
Lcjonid Brezhnev, Anastas I-ihoyan, Nikolay Fodgorny”™ Leonid
Brezhnev (second term), Yury Andropov, and l'castantin Chernenko,
Nesently, Andrey Gromyko is the Chairman of the Presidium of
the USSR Supreme Soviet,

The Government of the Soviet Union, namely# the Counsil of
Ministers, consists of a Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, I”™nisters of
the USSR and Chairmen of State Committees of the USSR* Unlike
prime-ministers of various countries, a Chairman of Soviet
Government does not form the cabinet. The Counsil of Ministers
iIs formed in its full staff by the Suprene Soviet of the USSR,
'the first Soviet premier was Vladimir Lenin. Eis successors were
the following statesmen; Aleksey Rykov, Vasily Molotov, Joseph
Stalin, Georgy ?i5:lenkov, Nikolay Bulganin, Nikita Khrushchev#
Aleksey Kosygin, Nikolay Tikhonov and, presently, Nikolay Ryzhkovi

The first socialist government was formed by two parties,
but then the Es-Ars (Socialist-Revolutionaries) had tried to
overthrow the Communists, and vere def~ted after their bloody
c'up in 1918. Unlike Cizoc”™oSlovakia, the GDR and Poland, the
Soviet socialist system is single-party system. Communist Farty
6f the Soviet Union XTas established under leadership of Vladimir
Lenin in 1903. Its highest body is the Congress of the C?SU,
which takes place oncetCa five-year period. The latest Congress
took place in 1986. Between the t\0 Congresses, the Central
Committee of the CFSU has executive power in the party. It has
the Political Bureau and Secretariat. There are 12 members and
7 alternate members of the Folitbureau, and 1C Secretaries of
the Central Committee of the CFSU. Ldikhail Gorbachov is the
Secretary General of the Central Committee. There were 7 leaders
in the party’s history: Vladimir Lenin, >eph Sti lin, Nikita
Khru~chov, Leonid .Brezhnev, Yury Aedrepev, Konstantin Chernenko,
and l/ilkhail Gorbachov.

The fundamental law in the USSR is the Constitution of the
Soviet Union. Each Republic has”™ its own Constitution. The first
socialist Constitution was adopted in 1916. It was the Constitu-
tion of Soviet Federative Russia. The first Ail-Union Constitu-
tion Xas /adoptee in 1924, and the second one - in 1936. The
latter 7?£s the Constitution of the country, where socialism had
won in the main. The actual Constitution of 1977 is the funda-
?]ent?ll laV of the country, where socialism has won fully and
inally.

R R e b e b b b b b b b b b b b b b b b b b b b
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Notes on the history cf the Soviet people

The inneasurably vast figure of
Russia arose before the eyes of the
Yorld, bursting into flanes like a
light of redenption for all the
sorrows and nisfortuneo of nankind.

N 3CRIS Pasternak

lincient history of the USSR begins with the establishnent
of the Urartu Eingdcn in what is now Soviet Arnenia, That
state flourished in the 9th century B.C., that is alnost 3
thousand years ago. Then it was totally destroyed by the Assi-
rians. In the 7th century B.C., the state of the Shahs of
Khorezn energed in the Central Asia, and in the 6th century
B.C., the slGve-owning civilization had cone to the European
part of the USSR. The flourishing states-cities of the Greeks
were founded on the Northern coast of the Black 3ea.

In 882, the Eastern Slavic tribes were united in the first
Russian state, the Kievan Rus, with its capital, the city cf
Kiev, That state extended fron the Black Sea in the South to
the Baltic Sea in the North and from the Carpath Mountains in
the T7est to Volga river in the East. 'lhe Eastern Slavic tribes
were called the Russians after the name of the biggest tribe.
They mostly were hunters and peasants, collecting honey in the
forest. They V70rshiped pagan gods, having a huge panteon of
them. Shortly, the Kievan Rus became a powerful country, and its
I-rincGS Cleg, Ilgor and Svyatoslav even harassed the nighty
Byzantine Empire. The Kievan Prince Vladimir understood, that
inspite of its ccnsiderable power, the Rus vimsknown in Europe
as a barbarian country because cf its paganism. Ee decided
to abolish tlie multi-gcd pagan religion and replaced it by the
Orthodox Christianity, taken fr.m 3y2antia. This event ' TCCK

place in 989, and become an important source for develop-
ment of society end culture.

By the end of the 12th century, the central power of a
Prince of Kiev was reduced to nothing, and the state became a
conglonerat of small independent counties, with their own armi-
es and Frinces. I~eanwhile, the armies cf Genghiz Khan overran
Siberia, China, Central Asia and Caucasus - all in a very short
span. Their nev/ target was rich and Yeakened Russia, Saving
plundered the outlying Russian land, the hordes of Genghiz Khan
withdrew to Asia, Russia was internally divided, and the Russian
princes failed to put up an effective common front against the
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invader, iifter thorough preparation, the Ivdcngols crossed Volga
again in 1236, under the leadership of Genghiz Khan's succ-
essor Batu Khan. The Eussians fought valiantly, resisting the
barbarians, but finally viere defeated. However, such a courage-
ous struggle (1236-1240) of the S,ussians prevented 3atu Khan
fron acconplishing his purpose, i.0. seizure of the whole of
Europe, and the Europeans viere saved.

-fit the sane tine, the Pope of Eone sent Irnight troops to
"Western Russia, planning to get easoly the 5-ussian land, weake-
ned by the hadri struggle against the Mongols. Prince -Alexander
of Novgorod defeated the Swedish and Teutonig knights twice, in
1240 and 1242, but victiry over Satu Khan ¥as yet inpcssib-
le. The Eussians had no forces for it. Batu Khan forned his own
state, the Golden Horde, in the Volga area. The destruction and
plunder of Russia retarded its econonic and cultural developnent
by about 150 years. Ifeanwhile, Poland seized the territory of
what is now Ukraine and Byelorussia, and Sweden seized the Baltic
region. The Russians sharply needed to unite their state and
their forces, and that was done by Moscow, the new capital of
the country. The creation of one centralized state was conplated
under Grand Prince Ivan 11l of Moscow, who finally put an end to
Mongolian yoke.

Under Grand Prince Ivan IV Russia becanw a powerful and
vast country. Ivan IV (lvan the Terrible) vjas crowned as the
first Russian Tsar (fron Latin werel ¢ a e s a r). He defeated
the f.&ngcls once again, now for/l'leizure'ltheir territory ef tp
Volga area, Urals and even Siberia. Ivan the Terrible was a
clever, cruel, suspicious and restless person.

Russia had already developed its econony and fctar nerchants
travelled as far as to India, 4 merchant -/~fanasy Nikitin visited
India a Quarter of a century before Vasco da Gana, The territory
of Russia went on spreading. In the war that broke out in 1812
the Russian people routed the Polish and Swedish interventionists.
Shortly afterward the Rcviancv family took over v?ith Tsar Mikhail
to be the first Romanov on the Eussian throne. His son .Mileksey
made serfdom a legal institution in Russia. Under Tsar -f-leksey,
the peasant war against serfdom took place. The Don Cossak Ste-
pan Eazin was the leader of the war, .His army of 20,000 men
seized a territory of Don and Volga rivers, but finally the up-
rising was quelled, Razin was captured and -executed in Moscow’s
Red Square in 1671,

The struggle against Foies arose in the Ukraine, The libe-
ration war headed by Bogdan Rinelnitsky spread ' to the whole of
the Ukraine. Its main aim was reunification with Jhe Russian
state, iGimelnitsky, 'supported by Russia, defeated”™oles and re-
unificatod Ukraine with Russia, ileksey became the Tsar of
Great P:usoia, I;.alcrussia (Ukraine) and Byelorussia, holding un-
limited power, while spiritual power was held by the Patriarch
of Moscow and -All Russia.

Russia became an absolute monarchy under Aileksey’s son
Feter | (Peter the Great), The reforms introduced by hin, repre-
sented an important stage in the history of Russia.
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~tei< the Great stucTieC the art of government, sciences and crafts
and service iIn the navy, in the leading "estern countries. >\l
this he did with great diligence, and he demanded the sane

his ncblenen. The country's territory mas enlarged. Eu”=Na defe-
ated Swedish hing Charles ZIl in 17C9, anc go™/Mi't»- land of the
Baltic coast which had been occupied by Sweden since the 15th
century. The ne?; Eussian capital St. Petersburg wao founded
there. The rout of the Swedish, the moot ecworful European nati-
on of that tine, vias sc stunning, th”~t Sweden since then was
never iav&lved in any war. Eastern borders of Eussia were expand-
ded up to Canada, but in the nidclle of next century, the 19tli,
hla-oka was sold out to the U3/i. EEussia bocane an enpire, and
Peter the Great becane its first Enperor.

Under Peter the Great, industry was growing apace, Senat"
and Ministries of the Russian Enpire were established, first
library was founded, first printed ae\7spaper appeared, Russian
arny and navy were conpletely re-organized. Peter the Great
abolished the patriarchat and put the Church administration
under the charge of the Spiritual Mnistry, thus making the
Church another instrument of the Enperor'absolute power.

lifter Peter's death in 1725, Eussia went on playing an
important part in the affairs of Europe and Esia, Under ¥idow
Empress Catherine 11, another peasant war led by Yemelyan Fuga-
chcv spred over a vast territory; it v/ias the biggest peasant
revolt, in the history of Europe The war took place in 1773 -
1775, Pugachov was finally defeated and executed in Mosccxv's
ited square, Eussia established diplomatic relations xvith the
American colonies and supported their struggle against Britain.
at the sane tine Catherine was openly hostile\®the Great French
Revolution. In the 1I8th century, significant” progress xSs
made by Eussia in the field of. science and culture. The Mig(?cw
University was fg~ded, and many outstanding discoveries were
nade, especially by Mikhail Lomonosov.

“In 1812"French Emperor Ifepoleon Bonaparte with his
arny of 640,000 men invaded P-ucsia, On ~”ugust 26 the histcri(®™
battle of Borodino near Moscow i/ca fought. 40,000 Russians fell
that day, but Ifepclecn failoc to break the resistance of the
Euesiah army, led by Field Marshal Mikhail Mutusov. "Of the 50
-battles | have directed the battle near Moscow was fought xoith
the greatest valour and brought uc the levEt | N~ wrote
I"poleon. ~ the end of year 1812, he left Hi:isia '™ the 9-
thousand-strong remainder of hi EIUge army. Russian troops
nershed into Berlin and I-himburg Tpe.victory of the Eussjang-
presaged the liberation of Europe from rfcpoleoa's tyrant”.

The victory rose the national self-consciousness in Russia,

group of revolutionary thinking yonng noblemen began fight
Tsarism. Forward-looking army officers of aristocratic debbont
were, eager to Nid thier country of the yoke of serfdom. Their
uprising on Recember, 1825, hexjever, X?as crushed by Tsar
Nicholas I Romanov. The five leaders of the Decembrists were
oxecute™d hy hanging.
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Tho Ifecenbrists' successors appeared shortly. They v?ere
called Eaznochintsy, revolutionaries of non-aristocratic descent,
/although the serfdcn Vv?as abolished in 1861, the peasant's life
did not iaprove. The peasants '‘posoessed only a snail part of
landsj while the landlords had the rest. The Razncchintsy tried
to fight the Tsarist regine, but finally their novenent >as
turned into terrcrisn. In 1881) Enperor -Hiesander 1l Rcnanov
was assassinated by the: it the sane tinc) they proclaiifiea-
sures to educate the people, ihiny of the Eaznochintsy, '.,hj ;,s-
to called the Narcdnihs (populists), left for countryside* Their
purpose xvas to educate the peasants and rouse then to revolt
against the Toarisn. Bnperor i™lezander 111 brutally repressed
the Narodniks. r4nny of then were executed, others were sent to
exile. Cne of tho leaders of rcvolutionaries-denocratS) xloxan-
~der Ulyanov, xvas sentenced to :eath anong other. Eis younger
‘brother, Vladinir Ul3*ancv-Lenin, becano the founder of the
Ccnnunist Party.

Although capitalisn developed rapidly in Russia, econo-
nically the country Xas far behind the US, Britain, Gernany
and Franco, because of outdated systen of adninistration and
eccnonic nanagenent. Russian Snpire lostthe vjcir against Japan
in 1904 and was about to lose the '!"crld *~r~ 1. Tlie standard
of life of the working people was very low. The peoples of
national outlying regions v/ero oppressed by not only national
bo~urgeoisio, but also by Russian one. The history ro”™pidly went
tcrcollopse of capitalisn in Russia.

In 1897, the Russian Social-Denccratic Labour Party wad
founded. At the Second Congré3& ok toev RSDLP, MJ Xas dxvjaded
into two parties. The maajority (bclshinstvc), he'aded by Lenin®
was given the nane of 3@clshevics, while nincrity (nenshinstvo;
naned fefenohevics, in fact, turned into opportunist party.

In 19G5-1907, the first Russian bourgeois revolution took
place, lifter the brutal suppression ;f the revolution, Tsarisn
clanped <cvm hard on the activities of the working class and
its Boishevic party. Total corruption and denoraliisation of the
highest level of the state power o/ent on The rascal and adven-
turer Grigory Rasputin had an iaflunce upon the Ronanovs and
on Emperor Nicholas Il himself. The Emperor xaas never interes-
ted in the state's policy, favouring rather photography and
tennis. The First "~crld ™ar made the xaorking people *s life
worse. In such a situation, the Riirca bourgeois democratic re-
volution of 1917 took place. The Tsar vias held, and Russia hecang
bourgeois republic. But the people's life did not improve, the
unpopular war went on, and econoioy was in disastrous depression.

On November %, 1917, vvorkero @i swijdidea ok Pijfcrograd
(formerly St, Petersburg) attacked the Royal 'Winter Palace and
arrested the bourgeois Provisional Government. Next day, Rus*
sia vias declared the Soviet Republic. Agccrding to the Old Style
Calendar, the Revolution had taken place on October 25) so it
was called the Great October Socialist Revolution, iill poxver
had passed into the hands of the proletariat. The Great October
becane'jurning point world history.
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Shortly, the Soviet pcuer had been established throughout
the country. The right to self-deterninaticn was given to all
cdlonial and seni-cclcnial nations of the fcrner Russian Empire.
Fcland and Finland separated themselves from the couAiiry, and
conservative governments took ever there. In ether parts of
Russia-.the Bclshcvics headed local governments.

But Russian capitalists and landlords did not surrender.
They organised counter-revolutionary movement in the North of
the European part of Russia, in Ukraine, Caucasus, Central iisia,
and- in Siberia. The foreign bourgeoisie supported then. Sir
myinston Churchill claimed it is necessary "to strangle the Bcl-
shevic Infant at its birth". In spring 1918, German troops cap-
ture""Estonia and Ukraine, and overthrew the Soviet power there.
In summer 1918, British troops overthrew the Soviet power in the
North, France occupied Ukrainian coast of the Black Sea, Germany
and Poland seized Soviet Latvia and Lithuania, Japan and the US
occupied the Soviet Far East. Soviet power was overthrownalso in
the Transcaucasus, with the aid of British troops. By .. , /™ugust
1918, three-fourth of Russia were in the hands of the interven-
tionists and counter-revolutionary hite Guard”orces. Only by
the end of the year 1922 the Red Firny liberateo”™”erritory of
Soviet Union from interventionists and the 'Tiite Guard.

Country lost in the war 5 per cent of the population, 85 per
cent of industrial output and 50 per cent of agricultural output.
But the national economy was restored within a few years ™ 1
In 1927, the country’s industrial output was already 100 per cent
of the pre-war figure.

In December, 1922, all Soviet Republics, excluding Baltic
ones, were vcluntarj®yunited into the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republic. JitaxEg German and Polish interventionists, leaving
Estlnia, I~tvia and Lithuania,.gave the power to anti-Soviet
bourgeois governments.

During first five-year plan’s period of 1928-1932 and the
second five-year period 1933-1938, the country's economy was
oignificcQ:ly”~streagthened. The USSR became an industrialised
country */A2ito industrial output's share of 70 per cent in the
Soviet economy. The world's biggest power stations and plants
were built, and agriculture x?as collectivized. Lt the same tine,
a cultural revolution was carried cut, and illiteracy had in main
been eradicated. Student enrolment was about 28 per cent of the
country's population. The USSR was oho only country in the world
where medical services Xere free.

Jn June 1940, the peoples of the Baltic states - Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania - overthrew the pro-fascist regimes, resto-
red the Soviet pevver, and voluhtarj®yjoined the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republic. Cn the eve of the TTorldTar - 11, the Soviet
government several times tried to establish international system
of defence, hat Testern governments rejected all Soviet proposals,
thinking of iGernan invasion <£ Soviet Union even more than of
their own security. Saying licer. left in f.e danger of x"ar,
the USSR ' signed ah agreement on non—invasion with the Mizist
government.
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on June 22, 1941, the hordes of Nazist Gernany and its sa-
tellites tfcreacherously invaded the USSR on a wide front frcn
the >irctic Ocean to the Black Sea. The Great Patriotic 1&r be-
gan, The initial fiisE nonths of the “var bi“ght success to Ger-
nany, and Hitler planned to seize Moscow by Novenber 7, The
Gernan arny vjas arned nuch better than the Soviet Arny, and

scow was in nortal danger. The Soviet Capital was saved only
by neans of the greatest efforts of the Vhole country. Gernan
troops were defeated near Moscow fcr the first tine in that ij7ar,
The nyth of Gernan invincibility burst 1Llko a goap bubble.

The second: great battle was that of Stalingrad, in the
winter of 1942-1943. 147,000 Gernans and Italians \ere killed,
and alccst 100,000, including 24 generals and the Field I»5arshal
von ]J?aulus,were taken prisoner. The eneny's total losses anaun-
ted by that tine to 1,500,000, that was one quarter of all its
'forces on the Scviet-Gernan front,

In the Dunner of 1943 the Gernans ' suffered crushing
rout in the area o.f Orel and lhirsk. That was battle of ezee-
pticnally equipped troops on both sides. The Soviet forces

snashod 30 eneny divisions, including 7 tank divisions, The sun-
ner battle of 1943 rocked the Nazi nilitary nachlne and indica-
ted the turn of the tide in the Second I1”orld Hr,

The last battle of ehornous inpcrtance was that of Berlin,
in the spring of 1945, Hitler connitted suicide. The Berlin gar-
rison surrendered on Miy 2, 1945, Cn Miy 8, the net of Uncondi-
tional Surrender of Gernany had been signed in the presence of
the representatives of the Soviet, /inerican, British and French
arnies, The liizi Reich ceased to exist.

The loss* of nankind vojg really tri' cnf auii. Over 50
nillion people vrere killed, including 20 sjillion Scvidjis, 9 nill-
ion Gernans, 6 nillion Foies, 5 nillion Jews, 1,600 thousand
Yugoslavians, 6CO thousand French, 388 thousand British, 329
thousand /mericans, and nany others. The British Chief Connander
Field r>iirshal B.L.Mcntgonery said: "Russia had to bear, alnost
unaided, the full onslaught of Gernany, Te British would never
forget what Russia went through ",

But history had been later falsified by sone British,
finerlean and Gernan historicianc They fool-", people by saying,
that the Yar was won by only éﬁﬁjt “eetern Allies, or at least by
by then with little help he JSSR, Sone of then evento™Vy
clain that it was the US Lend-Lease or the Russian frost, thc't
hae helped the USSR to win.

The war took place not only in the winter, Gshaan troops
were defeated not only in January, 1943 near Stalingrad, but
also in August, 1943 near Kursk, in ~ugust, 1944 in Byelorussia,
and in April, 1945 in Berlin. Secondly, the Lend-Lease assiotan”
ce constituted 'only a snail fraction of the total Soviet vg<
prcductionj for instance, 2 per cent of artillery, 7 per cent of
tanks, 11 per cent of aircraft, and so on. As Sir Finston Chur-
chill, the arch-eneny of cennunisn, put it, "Soviet Russia nc?
only survived and recovered fron the wounds, but also dealt at
the Gernan ~rny a blow.of such a night that no other arny in th"
world could have done".



- 17 -

eIn the Soviet front of the xvar, 607 Gergan divisions were routed,
while dh T7estern fronts - only 176. it constituted 70 per cent of
Mizist personell and airforce, and 75 per cent of Gernan tanks
and artillery. General lhvight Eisenhower said: "The canpaigns of
the Red Arny played a decisive part in the defeat of Gernany".

3y its victory the Soviet Union nade al! ecieive contribution
to the liberation of Europe's people! _frc:i tfezist slavery

saving the world civilization.

The great-victory cost the USSR p lot. One-third of the
national wealth ;?as destroyed, wvvhlle iiaerica had enriched herself
during the. tvar period. The European part of the Ws8H, the nost
developed region of the country, lay in ruins, including 1,710
cities and to”rns, 7C,C00 villages, 32,000 industrial enterprises,
40,000 hospitals. The liazist barbarians destroyed 84,000 educa-
tional institutions, 43,000 libraries, and 427 national nuseuns.
The destruction of the Soviet material Vealth was estimated at
2,600,000,000,000 roubles, that is 75 state budgets of the pre-
war year 1940,

~ithin a short period of tine the Soviet people nade oalra-
‘cutcuo ;;ic3v,r7 , cverconing the grave consequences of the
war* The WIR healed the severe wounds, considerably strengthe-
ning its econoni®v. and its defence potential. Note should be
taken, that ir \fas done in the atnosphere of the "cold 'via"
declared by our fcrner alUes, Since the US president Tru::an and
Sir Tlinston Churchill had begun-unconparable arns race, the So-
viet Union T?as constantly in need to keep its defence at the
level of the US de:”~ce. Nevertheless, only 16 years after the
iar,"the first-ever space ship of Yury Gagarin was launched,
and the first-ever peaceful nuclear plant was f*hded in the USSR,
By the end cfVi94Gs, USSR produced 26 per cent of*ldinerlean figure

of industrial production, for example, 14 per cent of oil, 30
per cent of steel, ™2 per cent of electricity. Today, the USSR,s
output amounted to 144 per cent of oil, 235 per cent of steel

and 60 per cent of electricity,

Soviet Union had managed to leave the WY far behind xi3.
such important fields of production as follows;

1.Oil 5 .Coke 9,Cement,
2.Pig-iron. G.l./Ineral fertilisers. 10.lvoQllen fabrics
3.Steel. 7. Diesel and electric cdmotives,11.Leather foot-
®.lrcn ore. 8, Tractors. wear =

The USSR p oduces mere sugar, butter, milk, cotton and
wheat than the USei. The USSR loft America behind also in number
of doctors (total and per capita), number of hospital beds (tc-
tal and per cajan@ij, ounijigr of ascdeaxtusi® ~total and per capita),
annual number of flats built, number of cinemas, libraries, books
published, and so on.

The main achievement of the country is that the Soviet peo-

ple were able to ensure the constant * ! ’ growth of the
national income and industrial outputj for mstance grovrfch
rates are as follows: USSR - 8.2 per cent, USi - 3. 7 per cent

annually (1950-1985); total growth rates for the USS3™- 1,400
per cent, the USh - 330 per cent of the 1950 figure, *“.
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During the post-war period, several events cf . great in:-
portance took place in'j~'~olitical sphere of the Soviet Union's
life. The 2oth Congress of the CFSU , told Soviet people the
truth about Stalinas cult of personality. Social life in the
country ' 0S denocratisedi Recently, - neasures were taken
to overcone a certain lack of realisn in the social and political
lifej a-certain vcluntarisn in the ideological sphere.

The 27th Congress of the Cennunist Tarty of the Soviet Uni-
on sets new tasks for the Soviet people, and the loain one
anong these tasks is to accelerate developnent of the Soviet
.GGonony and the whole society, according to contenporary life
and achievenents of the world's scientific and technological
revolution.

Another field cf . great inportance is the struggle of
the Soviet Union for~peaceful future on Earth. Numerous peaceful
proposals made by the USSR leaders are ®mi known . Our

country has many friends and aides in this struggle in all parts
of the w/orld. The Soviet people do not need the arms race, beca-
use it is dangerous not only for the future. Today many billions
of dollars and roubles are spent for the senseless arms racej
while they could have been spent for cverccningi~ha er ~r hcnelesa-
ness. There nobody in the USSR wYt gets sene profit from the
arms race, while the nilitary-Industrial complex receivs/t
nultibillion dividends from it.

hs a result of the socio-eccacmic development in the post-
war period, socialism won fully and finally in the Soviet .
Union. The banner of the October Revolution was raised in order
to enable all Soviet people to live a life worthy of human
beings, to enjoy all the fruits of civilization.

R o e o b b e e o b e o b b e A R o o



LIVE FULL-BLOODED

LI F

Notes on contenporafy life of the Soviet people

Denocracy is the v~liolesone and pure
air without rhich a socialist public
organisr: cannot live a full-blooded
life.

IJUKI-MNL  CCERNGHOV

A new historical consunity - the Soviet people - has becone
a reality in the USSF today. This coanunity mirrors the profound
objective changes in the material as wel as spiritual spheres and
also the historical process of the emergence and development of
nations, between which a new type of relationship has been esta-
blished, The prominent Indian statesman, KiP.S.Menon, pointed out
that Soviet experience in uniting dozens of iisian and European
nations, so distinct in race, language, religion and cultural le-
vel, iato”single state, without infringing on their national as-
pirations or identity, was an example for other multinational
countries lihe India,

There is an acute crisis of democra cy in the capitalist
world. If the president, even backed by majority, cannot go further
il-.arcle disarmament, because the military-industrial complex ne-
eds fantastic profits from fantastic "star wars" - such a country
has nothing in common with . . democracy, Ifeturally, people com-
pare democracy under capitalism and under socialism. In fact, de-
mocracy and freedom are not abstract concepts. They have their
owmn class and material-economic basis™ Cne can name highly-deve-
loped democracies of the slave-owning world, like ancient Greece
or Roman Repub”c, But they were democracies of minority.

"Until™*lasses are abolished"”, wrote Lenin, "all arguments
about freedom and equality should be accompanied by the questions:
freedom for i?hich class, and for what purpose; equality between
V7hich classes”™ and in what respect?”

Sovipt people have every reason to say: "s'e are the state”.
Over half of the Soviet IlIPs are workers and peasants; women con-
stitute over one-third, and young people und™r SO years of age -
almost one-fourth. This fact is not an achievement of, socialism.
It is the very nature pf socialism, Tliat li: sccv llc-: ,thcn?
The Khrxist idea of soiciaiisa completely differs from "socialism"”
of various parties, that call themselves as "socialist" ones.
Socialism is only the first stage of development towards commu-
nism, - m
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Socialion is the socialist ownership of the aeans of pro-
duction, The state property belongs to all the people, expelling
any forn of exploitation of nan by nan. Due to planning”™J”ysten
of economy, scientific and technological progress brings not"
unenployenent but steady growth of the well-being of the entire
peoples Equal right to ~ork and pay according to one’s work is
ensured. The inviolable alliance of the workers> the peasants
and the intelligentsia has been affirmed* Inequality of nations
and sox inequality are abolished, and the ideas of freedom, hu-
man rights and dignity of the individeal are not only enpty
phrases. They arc filled wvith real content. Increasingly f/~ivou-
rable conditions are taking shape for all-round developnent of
the individual.

Socialism is a vjay of life which gives the people confiden-
ce in the future, on the basis of social justice”™ collectivien
and mutual assistance. Socialism is a society where the truly”
humanistic hS~rxict-Leninist ideology is dominant* It is a soci-
ety of genuine democracy, that is, pother exercised for the peop-
le and by the people.

Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Russian writer of the ISth centuryj
wrote: "i?hat is 1 i ber t 2~ ? Eroedom. "hat kind of freedom?
The sane freedom for all to do as they please, TThen can pno do
as one pleases? “hen one has a million. Does freedom give eyery-
one a million? Ho. '7hat is a man without a million? A man xiith-
out a million is not the man who does what he pleases hwt “
with whom others do as they please”. -

It is often said that democracy or freedom jmeans’ above all
else the opportunity to speak one’s mind. Let us asl' ai? English-
nan travelling in a second class carriage y-tiether It is ible
to compare his freedom of speech with that of the 3i7ner of
THE TIMES, Let us ask an American teacher vrfiether it is
possible to compare an importance of his opinion cn the arms
race with that of the Director of the Ford Motor Co, Democracy
under capitalism proclaims that every American caa become pre-
sident and evory Englishman, the owner of THE TIL.35S. The latter
oven IS more expensive than the residential chair for that
chair cost "only"~ 65,CCG,dOC in the last election campaign,
Joseph Kennedy, father of the assassinated JS “resident, used
to say that with the amount of money he had he could have his
own chauffeurelected to Congress.

)f course, /imerica £ a rich country. Nevertheless, a very
few people there have such possibilities, like liir.Kennedy. The
well-kao\7n author of the bestoeiier TEE OTHER I/lichaeX
Harrington, wrote: "TAO decades after the ~resident declared an
unconditional war on poverty, poverty does not simply continue
to exist, m7orse, 7t must deal v?ith structures of misery, with a
ne\7 poverty, much more tenacious than the old”. Summing up, Mr.
Harrington comes to conclusion that there are at least 40-50

.million poor in the USA Cf course, they are not as poor as f. e
ehdi“n [L7or asses, but for them this fact is anything but consola-
tion. And of course, they can not bO© elected to Gongr®o» swd

tell abotrfr their e”al rights.
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I an happy that there is no such "denocracy"” in the USSR
like that in the so-called "free vvorld". The Soviet denocracy
is different. Cur governnental bodies, Soviets (counsils), have
nearly 2,30C,CCO people’'s deputiend 31 nillion activists par-
ticipating tn the work of Soviets,* More and nore people parti-
cipate in social and political activities - over 18 nillion
through the nenbership in the Cocmunist Party, over 41 nillion
through the' nenbership in the Young Connunist League, and over
132 nillion'through the nenbership in trade unions. There is no
lack of,power in our hands, our problen is different. As the
27th Congress of the CFSU put it, we have to use that power as
actively as* possible. -

The very neaning of the word "denocracy"v that is "people's
power", is restored, in fact, by socialisn. Genuine Cenocracy,
as confirned by the entire record of history, is possible only
under socialisn.

A spirit of enulaticn has always been inherent in nan, but
capitalism distorted it by supplanting it v/ith competition. The
US sociologist .Ashley Montagu in his famous book THE Al/SERICAN
“AY OF LIFE wrote: "A principle of the American x?ay of life is
the idea of competition. This thkei the simple form of going out
and doing better than the other even if you have to do him and
his family injury in the process. That can be none of your con-
cern, After all, you have your family to think of. This
ekind of indifference is inherent in the principle of competiti-
on", Frankly enough, isn’t it?

Of course, competition fosters initiative, but it is not
the only thing to' stimulate advancement. Let us remember that '
we are people, not animals. Undoubtedly, competition gives rise
to. cruelty and extreme individualism. This means igno-ring the
very nature of man xYo is a social being. The social nature of
nan XTas noted at one time by Aristotle™ who xfas far from being
a Communist,

Under socialism man is moulted in the collective. Socialist
competition is creative in its character, for that peo™ple fight
not for their life or food, but for the progress of theij count-
ry. In such a case competition hasonly tho aim srrvin'” the
country better than the other, a man in the USSR is a frianOlj
cemrado and brother of the other.

The principle of equality of men and XTonen x?as legally gua'«™
ranteed from the very first day of the Soviet pcxfor's existence.
It has also been incorporated in the laxvs of a number of capita-
list countries (not in the UWsa”, Rut, according to the statistics
of the International Labour Crganication, the pay of women, for
instance, constitute; in France 78 per cent, in Britain - 69 per
cent, in the USA - 66 per cent, ghd in Japan - only 43 per cent
of the pay.of men, '“nen are, as a rule, the last to be hired
and the first to be fired.

In the USSR xvonen have the same pay for the same .xTork. They
constitute 47-per cent among those possessedg higher education.
There are 20 tines more v/iomen doctors in the Soviet Union, than
in the United States, Every third engineer i:la xvoman in the
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USSR, vThile every fiftieth /inerican engineer is a woman. Uonen
account”™6nly 1 per cent of engineering in Britain,

Equal rights for women are not only guaranteed by the Soviet
Constitution, They are ensured by the very life of the Soviet pe-
ople in the fields of education, employment, social activity.
Special protection measures for mothers and children and material
as well as moral support are ensured by the state. Soviet women
have 4-month paid leave for pregnancy and delivering a chijd.
This leave is to enlarge shortly, /jfter delivering a child, they
can stay home 18 months, receiving a half of ‘their salary. They
receive a full paid leave in a case of sichness of children, as
xvell as their own sichness, I|.©anwhile, the Amendment to American
constitution on equal rights for.women, which had been discussed
since 1923, still does not become a law.

Citizens of the Soviet Union are guaranteed inviola”jility of
the person and the hone. Their correspondence, telephone conver-
esations and telegraphic communications are protected by law. ue

often call that the right to life. I'feither men nor women are
afraid of going anywhere at any hour of the day, while mi?st of
streets in Testern cities are deserted Ih ' night. There ere

no case of overhearing and perlustration in the USSR. According
to THE NSW YORK TII/S3S, hundreds of thousand Americans become vic-
tims of overhearing annually. The sane goes for inspection of
their correspondence. As president Reagan put it, speaking in
New Orlean: in 1981, "crime kills 23,999 ~.mericans annually; every
half an hour 1 person is killed, 9 women are raped, and 389 flats
are robbed,” That is also..a kind of competition, isn't it? Hence,
a crime is also a part of*?imerican way of life.

Citizens of the USSR have a right for rest and leisure, and
upbringing of children. Although the upkeep of a child in a nur-
sery costs more than E 5,0C0 a year, and in a kindergarten, over
b 4,700, the parents contribute only 20 per cent of the cost.
Large state subsidies are also provided for the mairfenance of
the Young Pioneer Camps, in xvhich most children spend their sum-
mer holidays, Ttie state systematically extends the network of
regular and overnight sanatoria, tourist centres and health res-
orts, Every year they provide facilities for the rest and medical
treatment of about 50 per cent pf Soviet families. For one-fourth
of then it is free of charge, for others there are 50 to 70 per
coat discount.

The Soviet state spaflds,'considerablo.~money for a person’s
life at every stage. It pays for a nursery and bindeif®arten
about 80 per cent of the cost, fcr secondary education 100" Pei"
cent, for school text-books 100 per cent, for higher education
I00 per cent plusmestudent's grants, for summer rest about 70 per
cent. Then one gets sick, the state pays 50 to 100 per cent of
one's salary during his sickness, depending on his length of
service (initially, 50 and after 8 years, 100 %), x~tlile paying
100 per cent of tl"e cost of medical service. Then one retires,
the state pays him a considerable pension, a woman, asi it x%s
painted out above, gets even larger help, ' . Tlies'ie are only
marin privileges for the working people,’l-ioxvever] peopl.e dc not
pay any instalment for the social insurance fund,
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As foif the health care, there are 372 doctors per 100,000
residents in the USSR, while the USA has 219, Italy - 198, France
- 175 and Japan - 151, Now we have 12lIOhospital beds per 100,000
of the population, while Italy has 990, Britain - 900, France -
720, and the USA - 710. Il«a)reover, all forms of aedical service
are free, and all drugs for hospital patients are free, top.
Joseph T?hite, a reader of the U.S. NE”S AfC '70RLD REPORT, wrote
iIn a brief letter to the editor: ”I've just spent two weeks in
the hospital, and nov? I'm struggling to pay for it. You wouldn't
believe nmy expenses, % advice: don't get sick in the U5 J"

Citizens of the Soviet Union are guaranteed emplojonpht and
pay in accordance Vv?ith the quantity and quality of work. They
also have the right to choose their trade, profession dr type of
job”™ A Soviet young nan has task not to look for a job, but to
choose,14, according to his abilities, inclination anp education.
As for so-called "free world", according to official statistics,
18 million people are really free from any job, Westerh trade
unions contend that this figure is even greater, and ppnstitutes
over 25 million, including 12 million Americans, 3 million Japa-
nese, and 10 million people in the SEC countries, ThO last Sovi-
et unemployed person had got a job in 1930, Since th$n, the pla-
nnid economy constantly sets such a rate of developijjent, that
the demand for a labour force exceeds a labour supply.

«Citizens of the USSR have the right to education. For deta-
ils, see the article TEE "ORD CF KNOMDGS.

The Soviet people have the right to housing. In 19S5, the
expenditure on health protection, education and housing was 2.5
times greater than what was spent on defence. The state gives
people flats for lifelong use free of charge, -fts far as th$ hou-
se-rent is concerned, it has remained unchanged in the USSR
since 1928. It does not exceed today 4 per cent of an average
budget of a middle-income family. This rent includes chargOs for
the use of electricity, gas, cold and hot water, flat itself and
repairing of it. In the USA, rent comes to 26 per cent, in West
Germany to 25 per cent, and in Japan, 40 to 60 per cent ofa . ~
person's wages. This is why even in the most- developed countries
many people are homeless, while- whole residential blocks remai.”

unoccupied, Eowever, ir, Du Font of the USA has a house of
200 rooms, and Caspar Weinberger has a house which costs
$ 707,000, In short, do what you Ti?ant. FreedomJ Of course, if
you have a million, iaeanwhile, 1G,0C0O flats get new settledds in
the USSR every day. '

There r.c no freedom and, democracy, where nationalit ifi"s
have no equal rights. According to US statistics, unenployneipt
among Black Americans runs at 15 per cent, that is double thOv
country's average. Almost a half of then have incomes below tit©
official poverty line, and the Fuerto-Ricans in the USA have
60 per cent of the average American’s income. The life conditi-
ons of the Anerican Indians are even worse. The native American's

life expectancy is not more than 44 years, iIs less, than tUt
in India in 1965, whitu
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President Eonald Reagan said while conpeting for popularity du-
ring the election canpaign of 1984, that "the unenployxaent rate
for all youth, 16 through 19 tears of age, was 19,4 per cent,
Araong 3lack teenagers, that rate was 44.8 per cent. It is a nati-
onal tragedy."” It is diffioult to argue against that. Me,Presi-
dents

“Tien Ifepoleon v;as fleeing Russia, he got into terrible rage
Iin w2&saw because no salute had been fired in his honour, Thecoranai’|

dant explained: "™ couldn’'t do that for Quite a few reasons. First, '
we havb no gunpowder”. Mopoleon cut hin short: "Enough. The rest
Is innaterial”. Cgnnenting™he above Quatatioh fron the Reagan's
speech, one can say sinilarly: Enough, libr.President, further de-
thils on equality and freedoD are innaterial.

Nevertheless, there is the great noise in the Test (and not
only “lost) about sono persecutions in the USSR, and about "poor
Russian dissidents”, who suffer being put in jails. Although the
ovorwhel-ning najority of the Soviet citizens is loyal to the So-
viet power and Mirxisn, there are soae who hold views that cont-
radict connunist ideology. There are also a few anti-Sovieteers
in the USSR, But the Soviet state does not persecute those i?ho
think differently. It does persecute for socially dangerous ac-
tions Qualified as crininal by lav?, and not for ways of thinking.

_ldeas that do not take the forn of concrete anti-state actions
do not constitute a crine. These postulates of the internal se-
curity are connon for all countries. It is strange to demnd a
freedon for Soviet crininals, even if they hlpocritically call
thenselves as "political prisoners”.

Citizens of the USSR are guaranteed freedom of conscience,
that is right to profess or not to profess any religion, and to
conduct religious worship or atheist propaganda. Incitement of
hostility or hatrd on religious grounds are prohibited by law.
The church is separated from the state, and the shhool from the
church. Development of education and the whole Soviet way of li-
fe made it possible for people to overcome mystical mentality.
There is no need in gods v?here people have a strong faith in
creative strength of human being, and can explain the universe
by means of the-science. Atheists constitute today 98 per cent
of the Soviet youth under 20 years of age, and 92 per cent'Of
people above 20. As far as the "free world" is concerned, such
data is not available, excluding a few oountryes, like Holland
(20 per cent of the population are atheists). That is not stran-
ge, .because in the USA, for example, the authorities inflict™pe-
nafty of 0 1,000 or 3-yfear imprisonment on atheist perfonances.
They do that in 16 states out of 50.

Ivfeanwhile, Soviet believers and athAists are not persecuted.
Religious Soviet people have 20,000 churches, temples, mosques,
chapels and synagogues. There are more than 40 religious trends
in the USSR. Christians constitute the majority of believers,
who follow Orthodox Church, Baptisih, Roman Catholicism, Luthora-
alsn and other trends of Christianity. There also are fajslims,
Judaisits and BuddhistsTLanaists in the Sowiet Union, The state
helps them to maintain their prayer houses, and does not inter-
fere in their spiritual affairs.
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Soviet religious workers-are, legal td the state and the
Governnent. Today, their min task is the struggle for peace,
Tliey have launched the Movenent for Saving the Sacred Gift of
Life fron Nuclear Catastrophe, and some of then were recently
decorated with high state awards.

As His Grace Archbishoa Pitiria, the publisher of the
Crtod ox JOURNAL OF THE MCSXOTI? .-ATRIARCHATE, put it,

"I pray for the prosperity of the USSR and other countries,

I pray that our Governnent and Soviet people continue along

the path of creative endeavour".

Sheikh Abdulgani /ibdulla, Vice-Chairnan of the lajslin Soard of
Centra Asia, said:

"In the USSR Ifuslins are not persecuted. But if a I7islin

breaks the law, he bears just as nuch responsibility as

any non-believer breaking the law would bear".
The Jew Rabbi, Adolph Shayevich, said:

"We lead a connen life. It often happens that in a particu-

lar fanily the wife is religious while the husband is not.

Yet their lives are bound together. | do not think there is

any antagonisn between believers and atheists in this coun-

try. After all we, all of us, live in one country and its
interests are cur interests, too".
To conplote Quotations, here is the answer of Monsignor Valerian.
Zondaks, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Church, to the Question
put by American magazines IE/S=TSEE and TIME, whether Soviet re-
ligious organisations follow the "Kremlin line":

"If so, then all who are working for peace are following the

Kremlin lino. Can you imagine your magazines writing that

350 American Catholic Bishops who oppose Reagan's nuclesr

policy are following the I~remlin line?"

To my mind, there is nothing bad in the "Kremlin line", for

it follows the aspirations of the Soviet people and does
not contradict ~he Constitution of the USSR, supported by every-
one in this country. According to the Constitution, Soviet peop»
le have not only rights, but also duties and obligations. They
are as follows:

- to observe the Constitution and Soviet laws,f and uphold the
honour and dignity of Soviet citizenship; =

- to preserve and protect socialist property, to protect na-
ture and conserve its riches;

- to safeguard the interests of the state'. Betrayal of the
Motherland is the gravest of crimes. Befence of the lifctherland
Is the sacred duty, and military service in the ranks pf the
Soviet Armed Forces is the honourable duty;

- -loconcern themselves with the upbringing of children, to train
them and to raise thorn as worthy members of society, while chil-
dren are obleged to care for their parents and help them;

- to respect the rights of other persons, and their lawful
interests, to maintain public order,., to respect the national
dignity of other citizens, tc promote friendship and co-operati-
cn with peoples of other land® to help maintain world peace;
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- to work conscientiously in one's chosen, socially useful
occupation is the duty of, and natter of honour for, every able-
bodied citizen of the USSR

Labour had created a nan fron an animal. Everything -feliat
Is attained by mankind, is attained only by means of labour.
Nov7here in the world™-labour e respected as nuch as it is respe-
cted in the socialist society, where it is the only measure of
a nan’'s worth.

Under Communism, the distribution according to one's needs
will take place. However, we have not yet entered this phase of
our development. This means that now distribution takes place
according to one's work. An outstanding scientist naturally earns
more than a worker of average skill. On the other hand, a highly
skilled worker earns even more than a lecturer of a university.
In the renumeration of labour many'factirs are taken into cch-
sideration, and not just tho difference in prefessiena or trades
according ti their prestige. The average ratio between the maxi-
mum and minimum salaries is 4;1. He have no striking luxury hut
there is nobody living in poverty and hunger either, and that is
the main thing. Only a section of the professions, such as vyrl-
ters, artists, composers and singers, receive rather high fees.

All aged people receive pensions. The main distinguishing %
features of the Soviet pension system are as follows:

First, retirement age is earlier than in Hestern countries*
that is. 55 years for v7onen and 60 for men. '

Second, the pension is paid by the state, and an employee
makes no contribution whatsoever towards his future pension.

Third, everyone is automatically entitled to maintainance in
old age, having worked 20 years (for women) and 25 years (for men)

Fourth, pensioners pay no taxes at all.

Fifth, on reaching one's retirement age or on getting a pen-
sion by no means does one have to stop working, A pensioner can
work and receive, in addition to his pension, his wages, I”~reover,
such a practice is encouraged by the state,

Soviet v/orking people pay quite insignificant taxes. The-
re are income t~x"of 0.7 to 10 per cent, depending on <a-size
of wages, and the childlessness tax, of about 6 per cent. The
latter is raised from men under 50 and women under 45 years of
age, having no children.

RS, Gerald Ford, former US Freeiflent, called inflation -
yes, inflation, and not communism - enemy number one. In the So-
viet Union the prices have remained stable for many years, while
the cash incomes of people are constantly growing. For example,
the prices of meat, milk, dairy products, bread, oil, sugar and
other foodstuff have not been raised since 1955, The cost of
eleciticity, central heating, telephone charges and fares for
public transport have remained unchanged since 1948,

'ho salary of an average worker censtitutei 170 roubles per
month. Note should be taken, that the majority of Soviet families
includes working wives, so an average income of a family is about
300 roubles monthly. To understand, hov much it is, one should go
through the following list:



- 27 -

For one rouble one can buy:
3 to 6 Sg of bread (depending on its sort); 2 Kg of flour of tbe
highest quality; ™ Kg of nent; Kg of butter, t? of sausage;
4 litres of cilk; i 'Bg of fish, 10 Kg of vegetables; 3 Kg of
fruits in the sunner or 1 Kg of fruits in the r/inter.
For one rouble one can. do the fcllOT”ing:
phone frog a public telephone 50 tines; go by bus, tran,
trolleybus or netro 20 tines; tahe a substantial dinner in
a cafeteria 2 tines,
. M1 Soviet shops and supernarhetc are ct:.te-ran ches™ with
the stable prices qgqual throughout the country. *

But a nan lives not only by his bread. Cultural life is of
enornous inpertance for the Soviet people. Our achievenents in
this field are also great. 8,088 newspapers are published in the
country”iti a total of 176 nillicn copies, that is 395 copies per
1,000 of the population, Tbie figure is 3 tines greyer, than
that of Italy, one-third ncre than that of France, and a quarter
nore than that of the USA and FKG, There are over 650 theatres,
1,500 nuseuns and 150,000 cinenas in the USSR, According to the
UVESQO statistics, Soviet people read nore than any other nation
in the world. There are 132,000 libraries with alnest 1,900,000
_~housand bocks. School libraries have over 800,000 thousand bo-
oks, and scientific and technological libraries have'2,000,000
tt)iiolusand (2 billion) books. Private libraries have 30" billion
ool—

VjDte than 90 per cent of the population have TV-sets, and
alnost all fanilies have radio. According to the Helsinki agreeeent
nent, the USSR increased nunber of translated publications. The
UIIESCO figurs run as follows: in the USSR, 77,500 foreign wri-
tings are published in a total nunber of copies of 2 billion and
420 nillicn. The Soviet Union publishes translated 'literature
6 tine nore than the U.K., 4.3 tines nore than the IRS., 3 tines
nore than Japan, and 2.5 tines ncre than France,

Soviet readers receive an objective infernatien about the
life abroad, for they can use both the Soviet and foreign sour-
ces .'K/eanwhile, even the nest known farts fren this article,
surely, are fresh and unbelievable for nany foreigners, due to
the infornation inperialisi blessed by the estem governnents.
Koreever, citizens of sene ~estern countriei re not able to
get wer-fes of their conpatrict writers.

Anerican journal TEE PUBLISHER 'PER2CLY inforns, that nany
bocks are not allowed tcRread or re-publish.bin the USA. In *\is-
censin,’ for instance, 33 titles of books by Anerican classics
were renoved fren libraries and book-shops. Ancng then novels ,
by ?.Salinger and F.Scott Fitzgerald. In Virginia, lilirk Twaln'sV
"Hbckelberry Finn" is not allowed for sale, L5iny books are per-
secu<ted in other states of the USA as. "anti-Anerican" by their
character. Ancng then "A Farewell to Arns” by E.Eeningway and
even tales"about Robin Hood, '

Thu.s, how can an Anerican get objective infornation on
the USSR, if he knows about sone Anerican writers nuch less
than a Soviet schoolboy knows about”then? .
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The quality of the Soviet art and literature is generally
higher, than that of the TTestefn art, because it does not pro-
duce base-alloy Vv?rles for vulgar taste. The Soviet art leads

people, and does not follow then, | believe it is the great
fiddle of genuine art - to unite and educate people.
One will never find on the Soviet screen or in a Soviet

book pornography and violence for the sake of violence, as one
never found then there before. The Soviet art nirrers life ob-
jectively, Even describing an eneny, it takes bin as a persona-
lity and a hunan being, in a cantrary to sone restern noovies

of Janes-Bond-type, showving al the "reds" as soulless sketchy
characters and noral nonsters. So to say, the nore one is afraid,
the less he is objective.

Anerican econonist Victor Perlo wrote:

"If 16 believe all the assertions of the Anerican official
propaganda, we get the inpression that nost Anericans are
content with their life. Barely have illusion and reality

e been nore in conflict. Life is increasingly insecure for
overwiaelning najority of people. They are beset by debts.
Their incones ore declining and the cost of living is
rising. The reality is lowered living standards for fac-
tory workers with jobs, for retired persons with social
security pensions, it is deterioration of public services,
increasing crininal assaults, and rising tax burdens”.
This is very sad picture, isn't it? n the contrary,

one can learn fron the 12th Soviet five-year plan, that in the
USSff the volune of services paid by the state is to grow by
30-40 per cent, per capita real incones are to grow by 15 per,
cent, overage nonthly wages and salaries are to grow by 15 per-,
cent, and social consunption funds are to grow by 23 per ceijt, \
In the coning five years, it is planned to, erect new housing
with a total of 570 nillion square neters of living space. All
these figures would be nuch greater, if the arns race is stop-

AC O RN j n [
In a well-to-do society,.the social problen of consunerisn
rises. The USSR io not an exception, do have nany people t

with consuner”™like requirenents. But such a kind of nentality’
has no social roots in our country. The whole systen of the
Soviet way of life is against consunerisn, and the struggle
"Reasonable Denand Versus Consunerisn” definitely is hopeless
for the latter.

The Connunist Party's greatest ain is to nould harnonio\"S",
ly developed, socially active individuals conbining cultural
wealth, noral purity and a perfect physique. The only way to do
that is hysocially useful labour. It is the principal criterion
of a person's social status, his sacred duty and cornerstone of
his connunist education, Tlie Soviet way of life consists nc?
only of respect for Creative work. It consists also of
collectiv.isn, harnonicus blend of the connon, collective and
personal interests of the peoplej genuine, that is active hu—
nanisnj athelsnjohigh sense of civic responsibility; patriotitin
and Internationalisn.
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The Soviet way of life also includes the struggle against
sncrtconings existing in the Soviet society yet* It is struggle
against violations of labour discipline) enbezzlenent and bribe*
ry, parasitisn and noney-grubbing» private-owner psychology and
narrow-minded nationalistic interests) hypccricity and servility.
All these things, though not wide-spread, still exist in our
society* They prejudice the success of the communist development
and) hence) they have to be overcome.

Lco'ing Aicrlcan eccncnist John K. Galbraith said recently
in an interviewv;ith a TASS correspondent;
"It :i>es not difficult to plan an economy which guaranteed
a high standard of living to a minority. This was done even
in feudal societies. Nor was it difficult to provide even
a majority with a satisfactory standard of living. The
problem arose only when this had to be done for a |l | .
Then the requirements were truly colossal'*.
That is precisely how social problens are solved in the
USSR - in the interests of the entire population. But that is
only the first stage of the development of the Soviet society.
Qur_ultlnate goal is to build Communism, As the Programme of .
the’ Communist Party of the Soviet Union.put it, '

"Communism is a classless social system with one form of
public ownership of the means of production and with full
social equality of all members of society.

Under Communism, the all-round development of people will
be accompanied by the growth of the productive forces on

the basis of continuous progress in science and technolo-
gy, all the springs of social wealth will flow abundantly,
and the great principle FROM EACH ACCORDING TC HIS ABILII
TY,” TO EACH ACCOEDING TC EIS NEEDS will be implenented.

Ccrinunism is a highly organised society of free, socially
conscious v7orking people, a society in which public self”
government will be established, a society in i7hich labour
for the social good xvill become the prime vital require-

ment of everyone, a clearly recognised necessity, and the

ability of each person will be employed to the greatest
benefit of the people”.

This is our goal. This is the building, which is under
construction now. All Soviet people arc the builders ~f this
building. Their peaceful work does not hamper anybody on Earth,

But if somebody xvill impede cur progress, X% have enough power
to stand guard over that construction.

*k k% ***********************#* *



SCIENCE AND TECKNCLOGY

I N ACTION

Notes on Acceleration of the Scientific and Technological
r-rogress in the U.S.S.R

In order to build connunisn we
‘ust put science and technology into
iction.

LENIN

The progress of hucanity is connected directly with tl"o
Scintific and Technological Revolution (S&TR). It natured slowly
and gradually and then, in the final quarter of the century,
gave the start to a gigantic incrca'co . of nan's naterial and
spiritual resourses. They were of two kinds. ™ qualitativeeleap
was registered in humanity's productive forces. But there was
also a qualitative leap in means of destruction. A nan for the
first tine in history gets the physical capacity for destroying
all life on Earth, The facets and consequences of the S&TS.vary
in the different socio-political systems.

The capitalisn of the age of electronics and robots is lea-
ving nore millions of people x”ithout jobs, '."calth and power are
being increasingly concentrated in the hands of a fe-w. ffilita-
rism is gorging itself on the arms race beyond reason, and aH,so
wants to gain control over the political levers of power. It o
becoming the most dangerous monster of the century. 3y its eff»-
orts, the thst advanced S&T ideas are Toeing converted into woa*«
pons of moss destruction.

To the developing countries the SccTR is setting this most
acute question: are they fated to enjoy the achievements of SATS
in full measure in order to gain strength for combating neccolow
nialism and exploitation, or will they remain on the periphery
~cf world development, getting the achievements from outside toi;
the good of minority? The S&TR shows that many socic-economlc
problems impending progress in that of the world are unresolved
Net.

Socialism has everything it needs to place modern-day scie-
nce and technology (S&T) at the service of the people. But it
would be wrong to think that the S&TR is creating no problems
for socialist society. Experience shows that its advance involw
ves improvement of social relations, a change of mentality, and
the acceptance of dynamism as a way of life and a rule of being.
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it calls insistently for continuous reassessment and renewal of
the prevailing patterns of management. In other words, the S&IR
not only opens up prospects, but also sets higher demands on the
entire organisation of home and international affairs. Certainlj
S&T Progress (Sc:T?) cannot ofcclich the la®™vs of social develcp-

rsent. But it exercises a tremendous influence on all the procesc
Nes'that are going on in the ~vcrld, on its contradictions.

I"ny “Astern specialists convi nee the world of some S&T
backwardness of the USSR and the Soviet dependence on. Pestern
technologies. They Quote the new Soviet leader as criticizing
many features of the present day's Soviet economy and science af
X7Cll. Yes, we do have several problems, but they are the prob-
lems of growth. -And there is no doubt in our great achievements,
If some backx™ardness of the USSR, exists, we are ready to prove
that the sane goes for the US, “apan or the FRG. The United Sta-
tes are ahead the rest in some certain fields* In other fields
Japan or FRG have not their match. However, in many fields the
Soviet Union left others far behind, Hence, we would spe2 aboui
the US' backwardness similarly to thait of the USSR.

-An interesting Quotation runs as follows:

"Soviet science scores great successes and makes a valuable
contribution to the dcvt.l. , eit of - “estern technology. The Ru-
ssian contribution plays an" important part in such fields as
medicine, nuclear physics, creation of new materials etc. /e
rently the USSR has taken away from the US the leadership in
radioactive isotope production, e is very important for nmo-
dern industry and medicine. The WS scientists are delighted witl
such a powerful point of the Russians, as development and
research reQuiring a high intellectual ability and theoretical

a p p r 0 a c h : -
.The Quotation is Quite impressive, and its source is sur-
prisingly familiar. It is the weekly U.S. and “'GELD EEI'CRT

January 1983. Renee, there is no reason to listen to the Yesteri
fairy-tales about Soviet backxvardness. Before the Second Yorld
ar, and in the early post-war years the level of American econo-
my and science appeared to us hard to attain, whereas already ii
the 1970s vjc had come substantially closer to it in terms of QJ
scientificj technical and economic )tentiai, and had even si
passed it in the output of certaiil key items (see p.l7). Today,
the Soviet industrial output is m're than that of the whole
world in 1950>

Maanwhile, difficulties began pile uy" the economy in th<
70s, with the rates of economic growth declining visibly. The
unfavourable tendencies grew sharper in the early 80s rather
than relaxing. -As for fundanental causes of the shortcomings,
they consist in the following. In practical work timely account
was not taken of the changed economic situation arising out of
the exhaustion, in the main, of the potentialities :flor extensive
growth, and no proper perseverance was displayed in the use of
the achievements of S&TP, and restruc-turing the economy Y
gnd its management in accordance with the imper-atives of the
ay.
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The S&TP is a ccnl%x and riultisided process which incorpo-
rates both the evolutionary inprovenent of the existing equipm-
ent and technologies, and the revolutionary changeover to basi-
cally new technological system, State-of-the-art facilities ha-
ving maximum efficiency. Up till now this progj has been ra4s»
ther slack and essentially evolutionary in many sectors of the
Soviet economy. In the new conditions the emphasis will be on
revolutionary advancement. The present tas is to effect the
S&TR with intrinsically socialist methods, ’'OTing full use of
the advantages of a planned economy and the creative initiative
of people free from exploitation.

The main lever for the intensification of the economy is a
current cardinal acceleration of S&TP, a broad introduction of
new generation of machinery and fundamentally new production
techniques, that make for the highest possible productivity and
effectiveness. The foremost task set today is that of carrying
cut a deep-going technical reconstruction of the economy on
the basis of latest achievements in science and technology.

The strategy for accelerating G&T? consists, first, in
concentrating the available resourses on the key avenues while
advancing ST along a bread front. Second, in providing scope
for large-scale application of reliable technological innovati-
ons tested in practice, from, which it is possible to obtain
the naxinun return before they become obsolescent. Third, in
quickly and purposefully carrying on R& that will lead to fun-
damentally new technologies and production methods greatly ra-
ising the productivity of labour.

One of the most important lines of S&IP is bread develop-
ment of advanced technologies, for instance, membrane, laser,
plasma, ultra-high pressures, impulse loads, etc. Another
avenue is automation and mechanisation of production. The pre-
sent stagoin automation is baaed on the revolution in computer
technology and computerisation of the national economy. The
total output of computers of ail classes, from super-computers
to personal school computers, is to go up by 2.3 times t?lkthin
the five-year period 1983-1990. a characteristic feature of
automation is rapid expansion of robotics, rotor lines and ro-
tary conveyers, and flexible manufacturing systems, which en-
sure high productivity.

In 1975, US experts claimed that in the development of
microelectronics the USSR was eight to ten years behind the US.
Scnex7hat later, they reduced the lag to two or throe years. In
1986, American journal SLECTECNIUS wrote that the USSR pr-cdu-
ced integrated circuits which were ho worse than American ones*
This is also evidenced by agreements on the purchase of Soviet
electronic products by Britain, France, ltaly, Spain, Sweden
and some other countries.

The possibilities of Soviet cemputery are exemplified by
the ES-20G0 oupcr-conputer. It differs from Cybers, the fastest
US computers, not only by its high cenputer speed of 200 milli-
on operations per second, but also in its entirely new princi-
ple of the computation process.
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Hie history of the FS-2000 could not but ha”™ beccne an in-
teresting exani-le of the /iDerican policy of different "sanctio-
ns and bans", r7hich is still in fashion in ISishington.

The Soviet ecicntist lzrael Modv~dev had cone to sone re-C
vclutionary idea to free a c.nputer fron ijnnecessary wcrh. Con-
puters fulfil a nultitude of functions. They not only process
infcrnation, but also set the ccnputing going, following its
cLurse and deternining the order in which information must be
fed into their units. Engrossed with its "nancgerial” duties a
computer has hardly cae-tenth of its time left for calculations
pr~per. Dr.Medvedev wanted a machine does not lock like an un-
fortunate tailor needing to thread a needle at every new stich;
he wanted it what it is designed to be - an electronic brain.

Having expressed his viev.s to his colleagues, Dr.Medvedev
had got the support. Kie new concept aroused the interest of the
Control Data Corporation, USa, which i.oroduced the fastest iimeri-
can computer Cyber mentioned above. The CDC ha;] been ready to
join forces with the Soviet scientists, when somebody in the
'hite House suddenly imposed a ban on computer sales cad decided
to suspend” not only trade, but also S&T co-operation with the
I'SSR. Somebody thought, that the Soviet science and technology
arc helpless without co-cpera.tioa with mighty Uncle Sam. The
first-ever space travel of Yury Gagarin and other Soviet achie-
vements were "successfully" forgotten. The poor memory of iine-
rican VIPs cost the CDC the loss of lucrative contract, while
Soviet production men delivered the goods in a few years’ time.
So the FS-PXOC was born. W have succeded in mass production of
the cc outers, which are not only fastest ones, but also econo-
mical. in the retail market, it sells at less than $ 950,000, or
St a fraction of the price charged for Western computers with
much less speed. The Soviet Union had made the first-ever conpu-
ter, but then lost itc loadership in the field /it present, the
USSR again at the helm of the world process of cemputerisa-
tion.

I“nother important technology is the Flexible /iUtomated Pro-
duction. The Pii? comPoines the odvantenges offered by automation
with a fsst switchover to new products. The first FAP was built
in 1964 for making parts f;, r eioc.tric -motoro at the Dynamo fac-
tory, Moscow. Production of the F/;F began in the city of lvano-
VO in 1974, and fne first shop based on the principlG, inc-
luding rapid computerisecT planning, has been in operation in the
city of Dnepropetrovsk since ;he early I1SSOs. In a matter of mi-
nutes it can be switched over te the manufacture of any of 400
different parts. Today, there are several fully automated facto-
ries, based on the F*P principle, particularly in Leningrad and
Moscow. EA? systems are attractive due not only to their ability
tc <luickly readjust themselves, but also because they shorten
the production cycle and accelerate the turnover of resourees.
In c:-nditicns of shortage of manpower in most branches of the
Soviet economy, those systems are also considered to be impor-
tant labour-savers.

Mot long ago '“iestern experts were speaking rather sarcasti-
cally about Loviet rob-Dtisatioa. But in 19P>4, the Paris Dchool
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cf Political Sciences he<? issued the nencranduo "Soviet Eobc-
tisation: 1970-19837~", T”hich had been reprinted by the magazine
EST-QUEST. It draws th- conclusion the the USSR is developing
its own approach which,is different from the one adopted in
the West. The USSR has its original strategy enabling the co-
untry to use the advantanges of its sccio-econonio system,
including planned economy, a wide- network cf industries, and
planned development cf S&T centres* These S""v'antanges make it
possible to estimate nation-wide reguiremonts in industrial
robotisation. The following figures are the most impressive
ones: in 1975 every 33rd robot in the xvorid V/as made in the
USSR, by 1980 the country accounted for every fifth robot, and
today every second robot in the world is made in the Soviet
Union*

Incidentally, the emphasis is being laid on the output
of specialised robots, in contrast to the USi where the trend
Is towards the manufacture of all-purpose robots. Today many
"estern experts believe the USSR has set itself the aim of
nanufacturing the second generation of "auxiliary" robots ca-
pable cf performing complex operations. In the nearest futiijfe
the Soviet cybernetics will begin mass production of the so-*,
called smart robots. Thus, the USSR will have about a hundred®
different robot models, and become the world biggest producer
cf robots not only in total figures, but also in per capita
terms,

Iit present no one in the USSR has any doubt regarding the
advantanges of robotisation under the existing socio-economic
system in the country. The main thing v/hich can be accom*plished

through robotisation growth of labour productivity Nrd
this has always been the main goal in the county’'s economic
and political life. /*t present, apart from nuclear povoer in-

dustry, primarily the ivatch-making and automobile industries
are in need of robotisation. If the plans are fulfilled, the
socialist mode of production will make a big headway.

Development of the power industry is another direction
of S&TF, Of course, we have tc think also for safety of nu-
clear reaction, in this centxt- , Mankind has got a painful
lesson during the Chernobyl'accident. although in the West it
was rather political noise, we have ascuo.od ™ serious attit-
tude towards accidents of such a kind and scale. Nevertheless,
there is no doubt that the nuclear trend in a povver Industry
development has no alternative because of the coming shortage
of other sourses for this industry.

In this field, the TGH.MjJAK system is cf great importance.
The v7ord TCOKAIMAK if formed from the first Russian syllables
of the names cf the basic components cf thermonuclear instel-
laticns developed in the USSR, namely. Toroidal Qiamber with
Ifegnetic Field. That is it? lhe following comparison will gi-
ve you an idea. /* cne-million-kilcwatt-capacity power station
requires either 75C tonnes of ccal cr 400 tonnes of oil or
25C grammes of Uranium-235 per day, /ill these quantities would
be replaced by Just 34 grammes of heavy Eydrogen.



- 35 -

cy the end of 1960s \"ith the use cf the TCIhWJ&K-S installa-
tion the Soviet re>.earchers obtained piasna with a tenperature
of IQJCOGJOCC clogrees Centigrade, which was unthinkable at that
tine. The work to develop Soviet T4i/'ilvK began in Tdestern Euro-
pe, the Wi and Japan. The TQG.bi'I'l-IS v7ill obtain plasna heated
to a tenperaturo of Ul 2o -lion degrees C°, that will
nark the beginning cf therncnuclear reacti n. Thus, the T-I5
installation is the last stop on the road to long awaited cont-
rolled fusion. It is a fair guess, that the next TGihil/BK will
produce electricity practically fror.- nothing.

The researchers of the Siberian Bepart-ient of the USSR /ica-
decy cf Sciences have cone up vtith a pronising design in xvhich
plasna can be'kept for a longer period than in the TCldjbJhKs.
The hI'TGIF)-5 conpresscs the, target not by laser, but by elect-
ron beans, iil these achievenents nark, in effect, the boginnihg
of.the future in the world’'s power industry.

~e can nane todav nany areas of engineering and technology
in -which we are ahea-~the rest, “c pioneered . the design and
nanufacturo cf the eQuipnent for nuclear plants, we have deve*”
loped unique ~veiding nachines for pipeline construction, a QLn
tinuously aperating ore renoving conplsx cf nachines for use in
quarries with an output of 5,2o0c cubic netres per hour. It is.
Wurth not ing that all this is highly--equiproent,
ether examples af the , developed in ttie USSR, are
listed below:

A oge nillion kiloviott atonic turbogenerator TT/-i~00C-4,

extreneiy high manoeuvrability is intended to guarimtee

trOouble-fr6e :peration.

An extra-large capacity furnace, which represents a haw

generation of electric furnaces designed for making caY-

ben, structural and other high-quality steels.

A Bulat >installation. A license for the manufacture cf

this Soviet installation and tools with a reinforced cCit®

ting has, been already purchased by the Idulti Arc Inc., Wb

4. A rotor conveyer production lice, a fundamentally new
class of process machinery Gevelcped in the USSP.. Besi™ned
for the manufacture of parts out cf thernosoftening pla™
tic material, it has a rate of output of 1,COO pieces
minute.

The most pcx?erful electric locomotive VL-85 with 24 whenifl

and automatic control system. It saves even more eaergjr fn

sections of the route, \7here a train is normally hauled »

70 locomotives.

"J@vertheless, there or e a lot of things to be done in
current five-year period. The Soviet Union imports far less
know-how than is being imported by the US. or Japan. I'he spe™\"
lotions on so-called Soviet "technological dependence" on
Test hold no water. Our problem lies in another issue. In txt\
summer of 1985 American THE TALL STSSST JCUPATIL has rightly
pointed out that the USSR has miore scientific and techno!cgic4T?
ideas than any other country, but most of them are realised vo™y
slowly. Sometimes Soviet inventions are nare effec-tively used
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in ether countrieo that have purchased licenses fron the USSS.
This* vjas the case with centituous steel casting. Japan, the FEG
and the USIi have been producing higher percentage of steel thro-
ugh the use of efficient technology developed in the Soviet Uni-
on than the USSR itself.

w'hy is it S3? Soiae reasons were already listed abovei fhe
eecnonic nechanisn is lanadecjuato * To assure the constant renewal
of plants and products is the only way of the fastest iaplenen-
tatio" cf the latest achieveriontc in engineering and technclogy.
Cne nore trend would have a considerable 1i’o-ortance. '"e have tc
linh science and prcducticn, eis:ultaneousiy ensuring cur progress
in the nearest future* Ilhe nest effective v.cy, as it seens new,
Is an establishnent cf trilateral ccnpiexeo. They are speciali-
sed organisations ferned by industrial enterprises, scientific
institutions and educational ostablishnento. Such inter-sectori-
al c™nplexes have already been arising lately. TMNey straddle the
nain avenues ~f S&TP and are a new effective way of cenbining
research with production, while training new generations of flex---
ibly thinking high-class researchers and production nen.

hs the General Secretary cf the CTSU putj;~*,delivering his
Report tc the 27th Tarty Congress,

"S decision was recently- taken to set up intersectorial com-

plexes including large institutes, design organisations and

plants. College and university students as well as their

teachers should also be drawn into research work and into

participation in applying research findings in production.

This is the only x"ay that the real scientists and creatively

thinking specialists can be trained",

Soviet science is called upon ti occupy leading positions in
the principal areas of S&Tr, and provide effective and timely so-
Iliflcnspto current and long-term production, social and economic
pr'obiems. It is essential t. consistently strengthen the interac-
tion of collectives x7crkxng at scientific institutions, educatio-
nal establishments and in industry.

y- Under "capitalis™-~ SCTE brings grove social consequences. The
millions of i/crking people t.;r-v'n out of the factory gates are
doomed to professional disqualification and material privations,
Mod lose all confidence in the mcr;:0-. m considerable proportion
)i young people cannot find application for their knoxvlodge and
«™nergy, and suffer from hopelessncos of their conditions, kass
unemplcymsat remains regardless of the economic situation, whlle
the real prospect of it continuing to grow is fraught with the
most serious upheavals for capitalism as a social system.

~hen an entsrpreneur starts up his business, he is chiefly
a-ttractec by the possibility of making jorefits. accordingiy, he
will study demand, improve production and introduce re*w technolo-
gies. Yet, neither the most sophisticated robots nor the most

etc-date production organisation can change the substance of
capitalist product!; which exists f_r the sake ;f raking in
profits. It does capitalist what, where or when he prc»
duces - be it bombs or children toys, Japan or India, 18S6 or
1986, The profit is the only god to him.
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Such a thing is inccncoivable in the WSS because crc<;ucti#n
has an entirely different aim under sccialisn. The hictcrical
rission of sccialis': is to apply the achievements cf science
and most advanced technclcgy in the building c¢f comnunisn and
thus lay a solid foundation for the rapid grov/th of kelbect the
people's u-ell-being and man's all-round development. The drive
fcr intensification and rationalization cf production, for its
highest efficiency through 32T isbeing' organically combined
under the conditions of socialist eciacmic planning’, with the

rentaticn of- t~e humanitarian, goals the Soviet society.
V7ith full employment.,'The Soviet society and economy have dif-
fercnt tasks] fer--instance, the elimination of low-shilled and
arduous manual;labour, f comprehensive programme is now being
iImplemented. It presupposes tne mechanization and automation
cf loading and unloading, haulage and storage operations, and
sc on. : h

In the USSE 94 oor cent yf the able-bodied aoouXation
either we,rh or study. Tire remainder wa =dctiy hDUsev/ivos. Cf
course, they can hardly be referred to as non-werhing,' for
raising children is as scplally important as any other V'crh.
The right to work includes the right to choose a trade, 'jprefee-
sion or occupation (see p. 23). Under socialism the wecrkiXig
man i~ not a means of inbroasing profits, but the main sccX”l
asset. Therefore, C&IP in the Soviet Union will never be us©f3
against man, nor wilXit make him redundant, unemployed, /m ir?-
fermation recently has appeared in th© 'Eestern media, and then
obligingly was re-printed by THE TILISS C? IhIDIi-, that there is
some kind of a temporary unemployment in the presently.

To nmy :;ind, it was either complete ignorance cf“‘unknown Hestern
journalist and his lack cf responsibility, or it was a precoci-
ous fruit of his ungrounded cocking and his lack cf understand-

™ In case if a wrrker loses work due .to automation of his
working place. give other work by, admiaistration, and
if he wishes to find o:r': -,;lcowhere ' , he has a right to get
a full-paid leave to look for a job. Idorc often he takes that
leave already knowing the place of his nevj work,-otherwise he
agrees with the administration's suggestion.

Tvit Socialist slogan is; the Scientific and Technological ?rc-
gress for the sake of man, for the good of man.The great Eussi-
an scientist of the 19th century Dmitry l/fendeleyev wrote:

fcr one mcment have | served capital, brute force of
acquisition of affluence, but only sought to furnish ny
country with a fruitful, industrially tangible- cause, con-
vinced that today neither national policy,systeS; educati-
on nor even defence are conceivable without the ac?vance-
aoent of industry. Science plus industry - that is
ream".

Our time js one of fullfilment of the greatest tasks. The
dream, cf Rnitry Mendeleyev comes true, /is the lisw E(dition of

the Programme c¢f the CFSU, adopted at the 27th PjBBty Congress,
pointed cut,

\Y
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"Through cuhGtantial occeloration of socio-eccncnic prcgrecj
to the attaianont of a new Qualitative state of society -
such is the Colrr.unict Farty’'s strategy, ”jll-round refine-
ment of socialism will bring about new benefits for every
family”™ for every Soviet perscn> \/ill lead to a further
flourishing of cUr socialist homeland and finally to the
triumph of dooimunism®”.

?0r this purpose we arc putting science and technology into
action *
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notes on the Soviet .'Siucetionai iJysten

i“e perrjanent attraction of the
light aheae”™hin and of all the beauty
of the world of knowledge constitute
the first and foremost condition for
the pupil's success.

LEV TCLSTQY

file great personalities of the pact envisaged and anticipa-
ted auch of what has cone true today. Euesian writer of the 19th
century Feodor Dostoyevsky had eirpressed his hopes a hundred ye-
ars ago: ' :

"l do not want to think and live other than with the belief

that all our 90 nillion Russians (or however aany of them

will be born by then) will be well educated come day".

The writer died in 1881. In"1913 the 3UILLSTIH CF EDUCATION maga-
mzine stated that universal primary education could be introduced
in the European part of Russia only 35C years from then. It V?as
claimed that it would take 4,8CC years to do away with illitera-
cy in Central Asia. Ilhis was not amateur speculation, but a for-
ecast made by experts working on the basis of.the literacy grow-
th rate at that time.

Just two decades later illiteracy had been done away with
in Russia. 3y the 1930c compulsory four-year ecluoation had been
introduced not only in the Central part of Russia, but through
all the dountry, including Caucasus, Central Asia and Ciberia.
The very next day after the estsblishmont of soviet power in No-
vember 1917, the first Soviet Kinister of Education, Anatoly Lu-
nacharsky said: "> ur ideal is e<3ual education, the best that is
Gcessible, for all the v/orking people”.

From that time to this day the people have been striving
for this ideal. ,3y 1940, compulsory seven-year education had be-
en introduced'. The Great ~.atrictic Far against i'Jazist Germany
(1941-1946) had moved aside the introduction of compulsory seco-
ndary education for several years, but finally the transition to
universal compulsory secondary (ten-year, education had been co-
splsted by 1975. About 80 per cent of adults in the country have
secondary or higher education now. The state spends many milli-
ons to make all forms of education, from crimaty to higher, free
of :c:harge. Sven to become a Doctor of Cciences, one has to pay
no fee.

Every capitalist country has its own mechanism of inequality
in the field of education. Reople speaking too much about human
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rights, have ther.selves no fights for e”ual education in their co-
untries, 1Mor instance, schools in the are financed fron local
taxes on property, ./hich ™eans that a poor district has a poorly
equipped schools and ones »7ith lo\7 standards. Its teachers are
less qualified, for in such districts the3* paid loss. Phere is
a systou of private schools and universities, in addition to a
systen of free education, in nany non-socialist countries, hs a
rule, private establishments give the students better quality of
education. 'lhe ruling classes in thos: countries do not relinqu-
ish control over content of education, retaining ail possible
educational restrictions. For instance, in ”~.'oden, only one stu-
dent cut of seven is of working class origin, ”~-ccording to est-
mates of the British press, the possibility of going to universi-
ty for the children of the capitalist class is 1:1, while for
children of shilled workers, 1:3, and for children of unohilled
non-v7hite -workers, 1:10.

'Phe USSR's achievements, including the level of education,
are well-hno-wn abroad. Much has been written about that by thp
British scientist and novelist Charles I-. Snow. Mr. ~-ubert Hunp-
hrey, former US Vice-lresidont, adfiitted that it became perfectly
obvious that millions cf Soviet children had opportunities fcf
education and intellectual development which only a fov? in the
United States enjoj™ed. How that was achieved?

Let's return to 1917. The j®oung Soviet Russia is totally

ravaged by the '-world ar - i. The Civil ~ar is going on. On the
other hand, more then 70 per cent of the copulation between ~ and
49 years of age are illiterate. In some areas the illlterasy is

almost total, e.g. 99.4 per cent among the Illirghiz, 99,3 per c&at
among the"Turkmens, £8.4 per cent among the Uzbeks and so on. The
first and forekoet task of the Soviet power, cf course, is to de-
feat the ~Tiites .and foreign interventionists. The second taa"t id
to restore the country and to feed the people.

Nevertheless, nobody »Qld then that these tasks are mcr™ ii3m
portant ones, than the cultural revolution and the battle againp™
illiteracy. A campaign to educate people and to odad.icate illite-
racy at the earliest vjib launched even though the Civil "™ar was
going on. The very first decree issued, by the hinistry of BdUca”™
tion immediately after the ~,cvoluticn”i9i17, embodied the basic
features tha.thbecame the theo; stical framework cf the Coviet edu--
cational policy. These are:

a close link between education and l!ccinty;
recognition of education as a life—long continuous proc”Sq?
Ic< linking cf education with production recess, and a Qon>y
tant trend' to vocatic.naiisaticn of education;
(d) process of dynamic change in education in keeping wi'*h \he
changes tsking place in the society, social order and
tne science itself;
delinking of religion from secular education;
education in the ncther-tonguo;
sqgal status for,all, without distinction of origin, rac™
na'tionality, sex, language, religion, social or property
status, in receiving education and managing it.

o =%
o
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Tile voluntary ociety DCil'd "™TE ILLITEHI-CY, headed by the
firct Frecident of USSR, l/iiichail Kalinin, established thou-
sancs ceatree called "liQ-bez” (liquidation of illiteracy) in
all parts of country. First teachers arrived in sone outlying
regions innedlately thc3 x7cro liberated by the Red >irny. Very
often, those teachers -ere given guns, for local rich people
considered education as a threat to their power over the poor.
The very first ;7ords written by fornerly illiterate people were
ES AES HOT TEE sL/.VSS, and the teachers taught the working peo”™
pie not only the A3C of language and calculation, but also th®
ABC of revolution and social justice. Every literate person had
had to teach t©70 illiterate ones.

Finally, by the 1930s, there were only 2 per cent of the
copulation, which s illiterate Such a significant progress is
oosible only under socialisn, t! it had been proved by other
exannies of successful struggle against illiteracy: in China,
Mongolia, Cuba, Northern Kcrcla, .nd Vietnaa. Presently, these
countries have as aany literate people per 1,C0G of population,
as Great Britain. East-Suropean socialist countries, including
the USSR, have total literacy. Nicaragua is asking significant
progress in the sane direction. The Soviet people had become the
aost educated nation in the world. Every fourth student in the
world is a Soviet one; every fourth doctor (physician) in the
world is a Soviet one; every fourth scientist in the world is a
Soviet one; every fourth published book is a Soviet one. Every
year about 80,000 titles of book are published in the country,
in a total nuaber of -1,800,000,000 .copies..

All forms of education are fre.e of charge, but that doeg
not mean hat it is free for the state. The state spends aanuai-
ly about % 3,600 per school tudeat, 23 12,500 per college stu-
dent and r5 18,000 per universxtff¥ student. School text-books are
free for schoolchildren. College nd university students recei-
ve state grants of about 75 8CC to 1,800 nonthly. Eostel hccono-
daticn is paid partly by the at to, and a student pays for it
insignificant fee of about 5 per cent of his grSnt. The food-
stuff in e student mess i: tines cheaper than in an average
cafeteria. Tlie state pays 60 to ICO per cent of a student's ex-
penditure.for taking rest in stunent sanatorias and rest-houses.

SSCCJIDASY SDUGI/ITION, In 1986, IBr. T.V.Kunnunkal, Chairrean of

the Central Board of Secondary Education
of India, visited the Soviet Union, ““hile leaving for home, he
said: "I learned a lot of useful things about the Soviet, educa-
tional system. It is harmonious and well-managed, and allcv7S to
give equally extensive and sound knowledge to pupils in diffe-
rent schools in every -part of the country".

There are 135,000 general sccols with nearly 40 million pu-
pils in the USSR. For children living in remote villages and
settlements there are special boarding schools, v/here they are
provided with food, clothing apd footwear.

The task of the Soviet general school is the all-round, ha-
rmonious training of young people. It is uniform, vacational and
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polytechnical educational systen. It is unifern in that all
schools froD these in Moscow to those in the srjailest village,
have the sane carriculuo v/hich gives pupils equal opportunities
for continuing their education after finishing school. It is
vocational (lahour-orionted) and polytechnical in that it fost-
ers in children the habit of doing socially Useful vyorh and te-
aches then 7/orh shills on the basis of the fundanentals of sci-
ence .

The general school consists of throe stages: primary (1st
to 4th forn], secondary (5th to 9th form) and senior (loth to
11th fora).* Tho primary stage prepares childrsa of 6 to 9 years
of age for stadies in secondary and senior forms. At this stage
pupils arc encouraged to thinh on their own, in addition to be-
ing taught the ct.bjects in the curriculum. The subjects are as

follows: t.r-eading 5.Drav7ing 9.Labour training
2.Native language 6,Singing 10.1-hysical training
3.153thGmatics T.Eussian language (for all schools)

4.ifetural science S.Fa-csian literature (fur all schools)
Eence, there are 8 subjects in Russian school and 10 subjects in
a national school. Studies take 24 to 28 hours a week.
The secondary stage gives children a baoie knowledge of na-
ture, man and society, and helps shape their world outlook, its
curriculun includes the fcllcv/ing subjects:

i.Ifetive language 7. .-hysics 13 .Trigonometry
2. native literature 8.Chemistry 14.Art (Drawing)
3. Klctory 9.3iclcgy*t IS.Lijsic,

4 .Social science I0.Astroneny 16.Labour training

5.Economic Geography 11. Algebra = 17. Physical training
6.1-hycical Geography 12. Geometry 18. Computer science

i ; 19.Pcreign language
19 subjects for Puussian i
schools, 21 subject for CO.Foussian language

national schools. 21.P.uosian literature

There is only one foreign language in a general secondary scho-
ol. It caa.be chosen by children .or their parents anong the fo-
Ilowing ones: English (45 per cent of pupils), French (25 per
cent of pupils),. German {2C per cent of pupils), Spanish (5 per
cent), and some others. These subjects are compulsory courses.
Those who wish to learn more about a field can take elective
courses.

(*) According to the new Rules of School, adopted recently.
Formerly, there were 3 forms of the primary school, 5 of
the secondary stage and 2 of the senior stage. The school
age had been changed fron 6 to 7.

(**) Including botany, zoology, anatomy, physiology, hygiene
and family life - each subject for one or more academic
years, gradually.
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chilcren of 6 to 15 years of age have to attend school
T.hich is called as general. After finishing this school, they
can go to the ICth forn of the- sane school to complete their ge-
neral secondary education, they also can get secondary speciali-
zed education either in a college or in a specialized technical
school. But they cannot wcrh till they conpiete secondary edu-
cation conewhere. htudies can last li years (in general secon-
dary school), 12 years (in specialised technical school) or 13
years (in nine-year-school and a college). Balented children are
selected to attend specialized schools, which give then deeper
knowledge in such subjects as nathenatics, physics, chenistry,
hioiogy and ~rts. -

i new subject - The A3C of Infornatice and Conputiag Scien”™
ces - has been added recently to the curriculun of ail secondary
Gcjihoclc. The U35R has 25 year-old experience of progrann:ing and
the use of ccnputers at secondary school. How it is a tine to
transfer from the stage of experi-ents to the stage of general
use. The text-book and a Teacher's Guide are published. The new
subject takes up two years during which students learn to deve-
lop algorithms and programmes in B/.SIC, TIRTEaH, or any other
algorithmic language. Hiey learn the basic principles of compu-
ter operation, after which practical work starts. The producti-
of school computer models ""Irisha"™ and "kiicrosha” has been sta-
rted. During the current 6-year-period personal computers v/ill
be produced on a mass scale, and by the 199C, industry.will su-
pply schools with hundreds of thousands of computers. Till that
time there is a need to use intsr-scooi computer centres, as
wel as those belonging tt> industrial enterprises, higher educa-
tional and research institutions.

school year begins on tne 1st Sestember in ail Soviet
schools. Tnere'are no semesters in the Doviet secondarj” school.
There are 4 terms running from Ceptomber 1st to November 4th,
from November iCth t jecembor SCth, from '‘l-nuary 11th to ifarch
23th, and from April + I-'hy 30th. we 4 breaks . for
scnooicnilcEen: autumn, winter, spring ad summ . The latter is
longest, for it. lasts about 3 'months.

JAn academic week consists of ccyc. “schoolchildren have
3 to! lessons a day, 45 minutes',.each. 'Tnere are IC-minute and
3C-tir te breaks between the lessons, so the schoolchildren can
relax for a v/hiie or' take their bjfcakfast. Of course, ' many of
then have tine also for play.

Soviet Eohcol has the five—mark system: 5(excellent), 4(go-
0g), 3(satisfaetory), 2(uasftisfactory) and I(very poor), ffarks
obtained by a pupil in written or oral answers are registered
at a "class journal”. By the end of each term every teacher gi-
ves a pupil term-marks in a certain subject. Term-marks are gi-
ven on grounds of a pupil's day-to-day class work, home assign-
nente, control and laboratory works, according to a "class jou-
rnal”. Year-marks a,re given on grounds four tern-marks. There is
no examination in 1st to 8th and in 10th form, a pupil can join

the next form or can be left at the same one depending on year-
narks. B N



Hudents of tlie th ’'crm hEVG to pass 8 exaninationc by the

of the ocadei™ic year, hilc leaving a general school for tec-
rical one or for college, they receive a certificate, in which
riarfec obtained Iin exc-inations are registered. Students of the
lith iorn also pase 8 exanination”. and their achievenents in all
school subjects are registered in their school diploraas.

Teaching aid include cinema and' television and liguaphone
facilities, and the blachboard often gives way to the movie scre-
en. Today the main ta-eh of a teacher is to help students get
their bearings amidst the incessant infumation.flow. The harmo-
nious development of young people calls for ethical, aesthetic
and physical' training. Aesthetic educati,.n consists of lessons in
literature, singing, music and the fine arte. I-'any elective cour-
ses are offered to ccmplemont the compulsory cnesj and more than
IG million students attend amateur art circles after clasces, or
study music and art in musical schools or schools of fine arts.,
combining these studies with the'main ones. Another 1C million
echoolchildren attend sports edreies.

Soviet secondary education seek not only to give pupils
knowledge, help them grow,intellectually and, keep them physically
fit, but also to prepare them for future life and work. In their
labour training classes the pupils of junior forms are taught to
use simple tools and various materials t4 make toyQ> souvenirs
and uncomplicated visual aids. Student of secondary form learns t\
to work with wood) metal and plastic materials. Senior students
undergo their labour training at training-production centres)
where they can learn nearly 2GC different trades. Sv$ry centre
serves dozens of schools in a district and is equipped -/ith the
latest "machinery and facilities, and staffed vith experienced
instructors. Students v7ork and study at the centre six hours a
week. first two hours are given to theory in an oj~dinary
classroom. Then the students go to a workshop where they make
components for e<dUipmeat produced by a plant, sew articles of
clothing which go to shops.to be sold, or prepare ready-to-cook
food for canteens, future nurses go to hospital, uture sales
personnel ;c to supermarkets, and so on.

It is in school that young peoplo bc-ain to take part in so-
cial life and develop spirit of teamworks a sense of res™'onsibi-
lity for one’s job,- initiative end moral integrity. Their acti-
vities are directed by cour-cilc whoso m-nabor.s are e'lected by the
schoolchildren thcmselvos. 3ach class* has its ow/n council, and
ail class councils are subordinated to tho sshcoi council. In
the Soviet Union, s-sconclary school leavers enter life as nature,
knowledgeable, . thinking and’scciaiiy active people.

i*y A C.ass is the main unit of the SoviG: .chooi.

has both male and female students. ...r . total
aboi it 30. A major ity of students 1..G «.d study
for at least 9 yearc. or even all il ye«ro of StUGIOG.

.often a clacS ic a collective O0X iriendly
who do not cut relations w/ith each other even after fini-
shing school, for they live mostly in the sane area of a
city.
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FIGH3R 3DUCATICN 'Hiero arc 5,5CC,CCC ctudeHte nc?/ at tlre coun-
try’'s 9CC universities ana institutes, Vhicfc
train cpccialistc in 430 prcfessiono in. vari*

ouo fields of eccncny, science, engineering, culture and i:ealtl:

care, Gincs tnere are on”™&verago four candidates for every aval-
lable place in higher educational lastitutions, it is net eacy

to ~ss entrance exanicatiens, To be adr.ittec! cae oiust have a

~ocil haowledge of the subjects taught in secondary schools. Fig-

fcor.'education is accessible to a7.l, fcr soviet secondary schcclf
hs'ic the sane curriculun throughout the ccuntry. Young nen and
v..opcn have "the sane chance of entering a university*. Girls evel

f .ri the x.jorioy in ~1'aa. \c6'agogical institutes.
" A student nay enroll in daytime departneats. Ee also nay
enroll in evening cr correspondence departments, ;vhile \7orhing

caytime. Gtuceots, mho combine studies v;ith wojfh are gra-
nted certain privileges, such as additional paid leaves of 2C tc
40 days for tahing sxaminations, and up to 4 months itr writing
and presenting their graduation papers. They have an ~xtra day '
joff each riecs for doing their home assignment.
| Cf course, studies are anything but easy, and not everyone
can meet, the requirements, ~fton a student may feel tpat he has
med's wrOng choice, or that :0 has difficulties in studies. In
such a case HO may change his field of study or go to 'Fork, Cnl3
gl_:)out 85 per cent of the first-year students complete their stu-

ies, ,

University studies take usually five yef.rot* The cii™i'iculur
iIs designed separately for each branch and profession by'>-the
Einistry cf Higher Education of the UGSE, /jli universities-
the country have the same curriculum for a certain branch.
student participate in lectures, seminars and lab-classes from
9.CC tc i14.ee. These classes are obligatory, iifter 14y™CO, cne\"
may participate in elective courses, stu-dy incependenily in a
library, laboratory or eiceml’ alec iii&tine ;for teac-
hers* consultsticnc.

An academic years starts on tne ' t September and ends in
June, There are tv/o semesters - autumn and spring. nd t70 exa-
minaticn sessionp, in December and i'n Fay. Usually clasCcs take
t'70 academic hours each {45+45=9( it lecture, siominar
or lab-classes.

{*; Since there are universities, institutes, higher ochocl™J
and other higher educational establishments, it. is more =
convenient to call them simply as universities in this '
article.

(**<) Generally this term is 5 years, but some institutions have
4-year studios, and some of them have 5 years studies (for
exaple, medical institutions, where studies last 6 years,
and one year is given for practice).
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Students are ccnbined in groupc,,2C pcrcons each* for oeni-
aarc and lab-claDsee. P group is a unit cinllar to a ciese in
cecca™ary school. The rules of educational establiehnento cons-
ciously naintain such units as -cans of deve lconeat ifi students
the sense of collectivism: and collective reccosibility, as coun-
terbalance to indivicualisn and selfishness. Gcveral groups form
a course (ICO to SCO students) ::ir lIc-ctrree. hhsre are four gra-
des in Soviet universities, nar.ely, 'fizcollent”, "Good”, "Satis-
facory” and "Unsatisfactory”. Th.cse arc grades for exaninations.
In pass-examinations students can ‘obtain only one of tv,o grades,
either "ilccepted"” or "Unaccepted". Usually they have 3 to 5 ex-
aminations and 4 to 6 pass-examinations every semester. Examina-
tions and pasc-exaninations can be either verbal or written.

Soviet universities mare a notable contribution to R&B,
littached to universities are research institutions, engaged in
fundanental and applied research, design offices and industrial
onterprises. Industrial application of research projects in
V7hich students, teachers, researchers and production men take
part, saves the country about 'b 20,C0C,00C,00C (twenty billion)
every year. Universities have student research societies and de-
sign offices which unite over one million students, otudents who
have aptitude and desire for research work may begin postgradua-
te studies after graduation.

« postgraduate course lasts three years, during v?hich stu-
dents receive state grants of about 78 1,8C0. "Ithin these three
years a student has to prepare himself for passing examinations
in his field and for writing and presenting a thesis offering
his own solution to an im.pcrtant research problem. Then he has
to present his thesis to the state comioiscicn, that discusses
the thesis and sends it to the Central body in Moseexs, enclosing
its recoanendations. If tho Central body agrees xvith these reco-
mmendations, the state com:oissicn publishes the final decision,
A student may receive thodogree of Candidate of Sciences (Ph.D.
in the lest). It X7iil give a student an additional amiount of
about 3 800 monthly, whercever he x.-ill X7crh. It prill give him a
possibility to work for the nigher degree, that'~“Doctor of Sclen-
ceo-r

Specialists arc traitec! accerx'ing to a plan, i-s scon as a
young person has passed the cntr-r'-cc examination and has enrol-
led ujent, jcb after graduation is assured by the
..planning agencies. Thic dec! iot mean that his future is decided
for him in advance. Six months prior to graduation students are
invited for an interview xrith menbers of the job placem.ent eom-
miscicn at xrhich future jobs-iue discussed, including xrorking and
living conditions and pay» snd they are usually offered a cho-
ice of several jobs. A graduate has to work for 3 years at a job,
thereby repaying the state for his free education, but that does
not mioan that a graduate is paid less than ethers.

mh graduate’s progress is reported bach to his university
dufihg”iirst three years of his xvork
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It is very unL:crtEat tc ncte, tlist tbe current reform of th(
Soviet higher an™ secon-fary school aims at reinforcing education
"y universal vocational training. It mill alec lead to the brid-
ging of the gap between theory and practice. Under the reform ev-
ery oducationai institution will he attached to one oruduction
enterprise or the other. That vill provide a sort of testing gro-
ud for theoretical hnc7;ledgc aeguired in clasc-rocm conditions.
Since the very first years of the Soviet povor’s coristenco, spe-
cial attention is given to students' practical trdining after
each academic year and just before ‘'.writing their graduation papej
P partici.ation in the loorh at industrial enterprises, research
institutions, hospitals, schools and other organisations provides
students with unconparable e”iperiencG which is as precious as
knowledge itself.

* * *

"ith private ownership: dominating capitalist society,educa4
tional system serves as a lever the ruling classes use tc force c
on the working people a crocked pattern of roguirenents, certain
standards of behaviour, and bourgeois morality and life-style.
The aims of education are different under socialism whore it ser-
ves to attain the topmost objective - the forming of a comprehon-
civoly developed individual. In socialist society, the social,
ﬁultural and production aspects of education complement each ot-
er.

ha for the content of education in the USSS., it has no equal
in the world’'s practice, All students are taught a wide range of
humanities, social and natural sciences. They also raster a trade
which affords then a \nider choice in life. In all educational es-
tablishments of the U3SI, specialized training is alvjayo preceded
by general theoretical training, which tends to increase in volu-
me.

6ontrary to the acsorticGs of ™ectern theoreticiajos,
cocialism by no means rejects but rather insists on an individual
approach to every student and the dcvelopmcrt of all hie abilitie
Individualization in education is boco-'ing a /.rereguioite for ful-
ler realization of ¢ ccmr'unist erinci:ic |.. EDING TO
HIS /.3ILITISS. Under ccciaiiom ir.cividualised education is based
on solid general schooling, this is exactly the objoctivo of the
currant oducaticnai reforo: in the Soviet Union, It places more
c-mphasis on vocational guidance and envisagos a higher degree of
individualization of education, while developing further all the
best aehisvemoats of the Soviet system of education.
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PREFACE

This is thersecond part of the Collection of Articles
V7ritten by me in Pilani in, 1985 and 1986, The first part,
SOVIET UNION: .KNOm AND. UNENOYW FRIEND OF INDIA is dedi-
cated to the USSR, V7hile the present part of the Collec-
tion describes pn appraisal of the Soviet, literary criti-
cisn on subjects like Russian classic literature, Soviet
literature and nodern foreign literature. '

TERTIUM NON BATUR is a title of the third article, de-
dicated to nodern 17estefn literature. The neaning of this
Latin sentence is: There is no third, or The third is not
given. This neans, above all, ny intention to show that,
In the contenporary world, progressive and conservative
forces constitute the min contradiction of the epoch,
and literature cannot and nust not look for sone third
way of describing thw world.

The first article, "Words That Sear the Hearts”, is
a brief sketch on Russian classical writers of the 19th
century. It describes briefly life and work of Alexander
Pushkin, Nikolai Gogol, Mikhail Lernontcv, Ilvan Turgenev,
Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Lev Tolstoy, and Anton Chekhov,

The second article, "Misters Of the i~forld", is a bri-
ef sketch on Soviet literature from 1917 up to 1980s,

It describes fife and work of Ilviixin Gorky, Vladinir Miya—
kovsky, Aleksei Tolstoy, and Mikhail Sholokhov, There are
_also-notes on three periods of literary developnent,
1917-1941, 1941-1961, and 1961-1981,

The third article, "Tertiun Non Iteitur”, is a brief
study of developments in the nodern V'estern literature,
Iin particular, characteristic features of several trends
are disclosed. These are Decadence, Modernisn, Sxisten-
cialisn, Eealisn and so-called Paraliterature.

The fourth article, "New Songs", is a sketch on con-
tenporary Indian prose. Several books by Indian authors
belonging to various states of India are observed briefly,
and najor thenes of the nodern Indian literature are de-
scribed.



A reader will not find here any nention about those
writers who consciously set off thenselves against the
whole nation. It is clear, that Solzhenitsyn and similar
to hin writers by no means can claim that they have some
support from the Soviet people. By no means can they bo
compared to honest writers whose life abroad r,as a trage-
dy of personality, and not a political game, as we can
tell about Ivan Bunin or Vladimir f>bokov.

Of course, the size of an article did not allow ne
to describe the subjects in depth. Nevertheless, | would
like to bring my attempts to your attention, thinking
first of all about results of this reading. | do hope,
that such a brief tale will make you interested in the
subjects, and you will continue reading about them from
Soviet books fairly available in India.

February 20, 1987 SERGEY V. KIRUTA
P11 LAN | Visiting Professor in Russian

Birla Institute of Technology
and Science



WORDS THAT SEAR THE
HEARTS

NOTES ON RUSSIAN CLASSIC WRITERS

Arise., 0 sage, my susisons hearing,

Do as | hid, by naught deterred.

Stride o'er the earth, a prophet, searing
The hearts of men with righteous word.

ALEIANDER PUSHKIN

**k* ***x

Russian literature of the Nineteenth century stands out as
a raee phenomenon even against the background of world literatu-
rre as a whole. The prominent German writer Thomas \f£inn wrote:

As a matter of fact, all its great masters and prominent'
personalities came into world- almost simultaneously, asv
though leading one another, by the hand, and they travellb”
the same road for long years. Gogol read his "Dead Souls"
to the great Pushkin, and Lermontov, was also a contempo-
rary of,theirs. Turgenev too, since his fame, like that
of. Dostoyevsky and Tolstoy, came to him in the latter half
of the 19th century, - was only four years younger than
Lermontov, and ten years older than Tolstoyi

IIn the course of this development how one name was highlighted,
now another. ldols were set up and overthrown, and whole litera-
ry epochs emerged, took chape car finally outlived themselves.
Enormous social changes underlay theco cevolopments.

A virtual explosion of’'national coif-awareness occurred in
Russia during the 1812 war agcinct Napoleon. The upsurge of patri»
otic feelings, pride in the vidtory just achieved, and an aware-
ness of the great strength that 1 ;d lain dormant in the people
and had now manifested itself in the struggle against invaders —
all this sharply boosted the emancipatory ideas. Russia's victo-
ries did not improve the life of her people, however. The peasants
who had defended their country wanted their freedom and expected
to receive it. Progressive young military officers of aristocra-
jc descent were also eager to rid their country of the yoke of

rfdom, A number of secret organizations sprang up. Revolutiona-
noblemen drew up a plan to seize the Winter Palace of Tzars

Petersburg. They wanted to arrest the royal family and call a
onstitutional assembly. Cn December 14, 1825, the revolt of the
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Since the revolt took place in December, revolutionary noblemen
came up to be known go the Decembrists*

The uprising led by the Decembrists was the first political
revolutionary movement against Tzarism, Two great Russian poets
Pushkin and Lermontov expressed in their works ideals, similar tol
those of the Decembrists. Miny of the Decembrists \7ere close fri-|
ends of Pushkin, and he himself did not take part in the revolt
only because he was in an exile. However™® Pushkin's poetry is no|
re optimistic™® while Lermontov's one expressed a disappointment
of the progressive yoUth after the failure of the revolt.

Russia developed capitalism inside and within the half-feu-
dal society. The serfdom was abolished only in 1861, but even
than the social life of Russia went on mainly in literature and
art. The country had got neither constitution rights nor parlia-
ment, and the only vjay to express oneself >/a that by means of
art. That was the main reason of outstanding flowering of Russianl
literature in the 19th century.

Russian social circumctancos, in fact, gave the birth to
numerous literary characters known known as "superfluous men",
An outstanding abilities, dreams of universal happiness, charac-
teristic to them, V7ere simply of no use in Tzarist Russia, Hence,]
numerous tragedies of human souls took place now in one literary
ivork, now in another. But Russian Literature never ran away fron
reality. Realism, national character and social activity always
have been its distinctive features.

Unlike Pushkin and Lermontov, many Russian writers were
quite far from being revolutionaries, but thay all were suppor-
ters and champions of social changes.. Most of them became victiasi
of Tzarism, Pushkin and Lermontov were shot dead by serves of
the Tzarj Gogol has got a mental illneSs; Pushkin, Lermontov and
Dostoyevsky had been sent to exile; Lermontov, Turgenev and Dos-
toyevsky used to be arrested; Turgenev spent many years abroad in]
voluntary exile; Dostoyevsky has been sentenced to death and theni
to imprisonment. By the end of the 19th century, Russian litera-
ture has got an enormous power, Tolstoy openly criticized the go|
vernment, but it did not persecute the xriter, being afraid of
his remarkable popularity.

All literary works of these writers xoere Russian in their
very spirit. They became the pride of world literature not due tol
their cosmopolitism; Russian classics never were cosmopolitan, bi

| rthey .rose upto universal depths of thought and feeling, and beca-1
"me completely understandable and familiar to all nations of the
world, Russian writers have never been chauvinist or nationalistsi
they felt themselves as particles of the nation, which is a part
of the mankind. They gave much attention to translation of the
best works of world literature. Having such a heritage, we have
got today the best translated literature in the world, A number
of translations is enormous, though for this purpose we have to
keep an army of translators. Russian writers of the i9th century
developed the language of the nation, Russian language is highly
developed and rich thanks to our great writers Pushkin, Lermontov]
Gogol, Turgenev, Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy, Chekhov and others.
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The most inpertant feature of Russian i9th-century literatu-
re is its realisa. It was developed by Pushkin, Lernontov and Go-
gol, though they began their creative activities as rooanticists*
Exposing the typical characters under the typical circunstances,
they have given the way to such a great realists as Tolstoy and
Dostoyevsky, Russian realists never wrote thoir works to please
the public, knowing that a true writer has to be alleys ahead,
and lead the people, and teach then,

Chekhov wrote in a letter:

Tliters xyhen vjg call eternal or ornply good and v?ho intoxi-
cate Us, have a very important feature in coaraon: they seen
to be going sonex/here, and they call you there too, and you
feel, not with your nind, but with your entire being, that
they have sone kind of goal. The best of then are realistic
hnd portray life the way it is, but because each line is
eperneated, as with juice, with their avyareness of the goal,
you feel not just life the way it is, but also another life
- the vay it ought to be, - and this is xvhat captivates you.

The writers Chekhov had in nind, of course, are the ones who
characterise Russian literature of the 19th century.

ALEXANDER PUSHKIN (1799 - 1837)

Pushkin is the first, and greatest poet of the 19th century
in Russia. Born to an aristocratic family, he was graduated from
a privileged lyceun (college). He began xyriting poems in a very
tender age, and being only 14 he has got his first poen publish”
at a prestigeous Russian mgazine. He spoke fluent French and
English, as well as Latin, Greek and Italian.

Shortly after his graduating from the college, Pushkin xxas
banished from Russian capital, city of St.-Petersburg. Ee was
sent to exile for his freedom-loving verses, close in spirit to
the sentiments of the Decembrists. Limy school-mates of Pushkin
became Decembrists, but they tried not to involve the poet into
their dangerous activities thinking of hie safety,

Pushkin spent three years of exile in Caucasus, Crimea and
Odessa, where he wrote his romantic poems. The last two years of
his exile Pushkin spent in the North in his country estate, of
Pskov province not.far from St.-Petersburg. Pe wrote his tragedy
"Boris Godunov" and his novel in verse "Yevgeny Onegin" there.

On return from the exile in 1825, Pushkin steadily enlarged
his range of literary interests and the scale of his work. He
xyroto many poems, his "Little Tragedies”, and a prose cycle "The
Tales of Ivan Belkin", Then he x?rote his novels "Dubrovsky", "The
Captain’s Daughter” and "The Quden of Spades”, In 1830, he merried
~ pbeauty of Russian aristocracy, Lfctalia Goncharov. They had had
five children,

Pushkin took an active part in the foundation of the "Litera-
turnaya Gazeta" (Literary Nexvspaper), and'began publishing the
journal "Sovremennik" (Contemporary). He toured East part of Euro-
pean Russia extensively, in search of material for his historical
writings, in paiticular his "History of the Pugachov's Revolt".
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Nicolas the First, Enperor of Russia, ms discontented wt"
Pushkin, whoa the Tzar wanted to be his poet laureate, Pushkin
could not refuse Nicolas, but actually he had never been the
Tzar’s hone poet. The genius ivriter went on 'writing freedota-lo-1
ving verseswhich were spread in nanuscripts throughout the
country,~ A certain refugee of the French revolution, B’Anthes
was line of closest friends of the Tzar. Ho aogan tending with
Fushkin”s--'wife. -The' Tzar did not' stop .hm. Then the poet has
called on D'Anthes to the duel, in -hieh lushhin ms killed,
Pushkin died in the prirx of his ta?ent, Kkilled not only by his
last tragic duel, but also oy r court intrigue aired against hinj
or, in other words, by Tzarisr itse?.f,

Pushkin's literary activity began wiin lyrical poeas The
poet was profoundly and creatively influenced by the freedoD-lo-]|
ving* ideas of the French revolution and the Decenbrists, His ab-
sorption of world philosophical and artistic culture acconpanied
by the careful study and understanding of the contradictory rea-
lities of contenporary Russian life, stinulated Pushkin to taeklel
large-scale lyrical-epic forms and, eventually, prose, Fron ro-
nantic poens, Pushkin inevitably went to realistic works.

In his tragedy "Boris Godunov' Pushkin rises a question,
\7hat part is played by a personality and the people in the histo-|
rical process. lie cones to conclusion that the people are creatoi;l
of history. His novel "Yevgeny Onegin" has becone an encyclopae-
dia of Russian life, for it describes alnopt all sections of
the Russian society. His long poens becane masterpieces of the
synthesis of lyrics and epics.

Pushkin gave Russian literature a national forn of its own.
Creating its style and literary language, he laid foundations
of critical realisn in the art of written word. Pushkin's work
Is inspired by historical optinisn and sincere faith in life, in
the ultinate triumph of hunan ideals. Pushkin's hunanisn is exjV
ressed with the greatest power by the lyrical hero of his poens,”™
X7fho epitonises all the best qualities of the Russian character.
Pushkin's poetry, drama and prose berane a glorious part of Rus-
sian and world history.

Great Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky said:

Everything we have comes from Pushkin.

NIKOIA.l GOGOL (1809 - 1852)

Nikolai'Gogol's first book rnce its appearance, when the gre-
at Pushkin was still at the helm of P-ucsiaa literature. The tv70
writers not often. Gogol considered Pushkir. as his teacher. Alt-
hough Gogol himself had never been persecuted by the Tzar he
also lived a tragic life.

Gogol Vias born to a landlord's family in the Ukralne. He
studied at Nezhin College near Kiev. First books Xritten by hin
were ones about Ukraine. The very first collection of stories
entitled "The Nights at a Farm Near.Dikanka" and the second col-
lection of stories "Mirgordd" discovered Ukrainian history, sce-
nery and folklore for Russian literature. Then Gogol lived in
St.-Petersburg working as a professor of Petersburg University.
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In 1855, lie published his first novel "Eudin", whose hero,
like Pushkin's Onegin ("Yevgeny Onegin") and Lernontov’'s Fochorin
("The Hero of Our Tine"), becane a "superfluous nan" in Russia,
in spite of his intelligence and abilities. Having failed to un-
dertake something for the sake- of his fatherland, Budin sacrifi-
ced his life for the sake of the French revolution. The sane lon-
ging for a real, active life 1is shown in Turgenev's second novel,
"A Nest of .Gentlefolk" (1850).

The writer tried to write aboui now, active Russian people,
but could not find thair images in contonporarj® Russia, Hence,
in his third novel, "On the ]3vo0"(1860), his hero is not a Russian,
but a Bulgarian, who gave up. his life for the freedon of his fat-
herland.

Then Turgenev had found, at last, a ne'w dynanic character,
personified the fresh social forces, ininical to both the culture
of the nobility and the "superfluous nen". That was Bazarov, a
hero of the novel "Fathers and Sons"(1862). In the last novel
the writer was to write, "Virgin Soil"(1876), Turgenev also nside
an atteopt to portray the "new people”, that is, revolutionaries*

Monticn should also bo nade of the novels "A Snoke" and
"Spring Torrents", gained especial popularity, as perfect pieces

of literary work about love, whose passionate singer Turgenev
had been in his novels and stories.

FYODOR DOSTOYEVSKY (1831 - 1881)

Orne of the greatest writers of the world, Dostoyevsky lived
a life full of tornenting contradictions. He xvas born to a land-
lord's family. His father, belonging to the poorest gentry, was
aurdered by his series for cruelty, Dostoyevsky was graduated
from Military Engineering Institute and became an army officer,
la 1847, he joined the circle of*M.Petrachovslcy, which dessenina-
ted Utopian socialism. In 1849, the government put a brutal end
to the circle. Its members, inoir.-~.ing Dostoyevsky, were sentenced
to death, which at theMant momentmv/as commuted to hard labour in
Siberia and deprivation of the

Dostoyevsky, .being alread.v owoll-k'-'C-n w”riter, spent long
years doing hard labour, and after bha-- If'lag in exile. He re-
turned from Siberia being sick. -.11 i.is life he was pressed for mongj
though three concluding years- of ;.is life Dostoyevsky was a tea-
cher in the Royal Palace.

Dostoyevsky became known thanks to hi.-, first novel "Poor Fe—
cple”(1846). It was net by revolutionary-democratic part of Rus-
sian society with the sympathy. On his return to literature after
exile in 1862, Dostoyevsky often came out rather as an opponent
cf the cause of revolution and democracy, la 1862 he published
the novel "The Insulted and Humiliated" and the novel "Notes From
the Souse Of the Dead", where physiological sketches" of a hard-
labour prison and its victims attained the hdights of artistic
power,

In his novel "Crime and Punishment"(1866), the writer wanted
tc "rake up" all the problems that tormented him; the ways to
attain happiness for all mankind, the hazards that lie in “rait of
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taeoe roado, and the "infinite eprings of life” present in each,
even the sorriest-looking hunan being.

Prince ~~shkin, the nain character of the novel "The Idiot”
(1868), is a "positively ggod nan", as that is understood by
Dostoyevsky, Prince lIvashkin bears a reoonblance to Bon Quixote:
he is also a nan of good hunan !'ul, nhich 3s not realized by
the surrounding world, And he i killed by :his rforld, being in
love with the whole universe.

In his novel "The Fossessec"(i872) Bostcyevsky grasped the
essence of the day’s chanpionc of 'h;.i7racl- connunisn”, and
envisaged VThat consequences would be. The d :@t:c collision of
antagonistic ideas that take ocesc-scion 0f people, reaches its
culnination in Dostoyevsky’'s last novel Brothers Karanazov"
(188C). .
Dostoyevsky has beconc one of the best psychological writers
of the world. Eis analysis of hunan soul reaches consunate naste-
ry and fantastic power. He was acutely and tragically conscious
of the rift between progressive social thought and the pppressed
peasantry, and sought a solution in unconditional surrender to
tl_he CIChbristian ideals which, he believed, were what the people
ive Yy,

LEV TOLSTOY (1828 - f910)

Another greatest Russian writer and thinker. Lev Tolstoy
lived a long and dranatic life, Ee was born to aristocratic fani-
ly and hinself was a Count. Tolstoy received his prinary educati-
on at hone, then he joined a university, but left it very soon.
Ee becane an artillery officer and took part in Crinean War of
1854/1856 against coalition of France, Britain, Italy and Turkey,
After the ;7ar he travelled all over Europe and then settled at
his fanily estate-Yasnaya Polyana near Tula, city.

He began his educational work, teaching the peasant's child-
ren and publishing an educational journal. Then he renewed his
literary work. Being worlc-widely known as the author of the
fanous novels "Fhr and Peace" and "Anna Karenin", Tolstoy revised
his ideals, and began popularizing his :hew doctrine known as
"tolstovstvo" (tolotoisn). Ee adopted hunandst ideas of Christi-
anity, Buddhisn and Islan,...sharply protesting against capitalisit
and activities of religious organizations. Ee cane out against
any kind of exploitation of nap by nan, but he also criticezed
any revolutionary changeover, prcclaining a thesis of subnissive-
ness and non-resistance to evil. Finally, he decided to leave his
estate and the Countess for a hew life, the life of a i“nderer.
He fell 1ll with.a cold at a sone god-forsaken railway station,
which suddenly engrossed attention of the whole world. That was
the fatal illness of the genius. Eg died, surrounded by his fri-
ends and relatives, and the post-office of the snail railway sta-
tion' had received thousands of teiegrans and letter fron all coun-
tries of the world]

fAny proninent personalities were influenced by Tolstoy,
anong then Ronain Rclland, Mohandas Gandhi, George Bernard Shaw,
Thonas Mann, and- may others.
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| The very first work of Tolstoy, a trilogy ~Childhe”~d-~doles->
cenoe-Youth"(1853) astonished contenporaries by author's ruthless
analysis of soul's Inpulses and his ability to disclose the oonp»
lex and eontradictory workings of . hunan nind. The transitional
stages in a person's life, are iIn their turn nadeup of aunerous

spiritual netanorphoses, traced carefully by Tolstoy,

I his "Tales of Sebastopol"(I855) the writer fearlessly and
accurately showed the tragedy of war and the feelings of fighters.
Tolstoy sensitively perceived the contradictory course of histo-
rical dcvelcpnent. The ugly sides of bourgeois civilization were
exposed in his story "Lucerne"(1857). The novel "Cooaaks"(1863)
shows not only the noral integrity of people living o patriarchal
life, but also convey a tragic prevision of the inevitable end ot
this way of life.

Ore of nasterpieces of the world literature, epic novel
"War and Peace"(186”) discloses nunerous problens of historical
dcvelcpnent of the world and dialectics of hunan souls, oontra-
dictory relations between different circles of Russian society.
The intricate dialectics of enormous, najor events and individu-
al destinies, thoughts and dranas, was fully unfolded in this
greatest chef-d'‘oeuvre of the Russian genius.

In the novel "Anna Karenin"(1878), while on the surface of
It Tolstoy keeps within the framework of a family novel, he brings
into the novel all the social turmoil, all the complexity of the
conditions in which history was being made. Although the main
attention Is paid to Anna's character, drama of Levin cones to
stand next to the tragedy of Anna, Levin is an autobiographical
figure In many respects, Ee tries to find the purpose of life,
changing the dreary, idle and artificial life he has been living,
Tolstoy's own escape from home in his very old age, ending in
illness and death, wes also a courageous attempt to break away
from oppressing pattern of life expected of the privileged class.

His disapproval of the morals of the society he lived in
developed into a shattering criticism of the very foundations of
this society, and condemnation of the ruling class' inhumanity
ad hypocrisy. Such is his novel "Resurrection”(1899), which is
full of criticism of capitalism and official religion.

In the opinion of Vladimir Lenin, the great writer's criti-
cism of society had such a passionate appeal because

He succeeded la conveying nrat foicefwlly the sentiments of
broad masses, oppressed by the existing orde™, in describing their
position, and expressing their spontaneous feeling of protest and
indignation-.

There was a deep-rooted relation between Tolstoy's contradic-
tions and mistakes, on the one hand, and the problens confronting
nillions of his countrymen peasants, on the other hand. Therb was
the transition from former serves and a brute dependence to a
nore intricate system of social relations, introduced by rapidly
developing capitalism which had a nighty enemy in the person of
Lev Tolstoy,

ifaxin Gorky sad about Tolstoy; "This man himself is like a
GodP



10 -
ANTON CHEKHOV (1860 - 1904)

A grandson ot a peasant serf and a son of a nerchanti Chbel(~
bov has got a nedlcal education, being graduated froa Moscow
university* He worled os a doctor and a writer sinultenaously*
Chekhov is the well-known writer of shirt stories and the faoous
play-write. He had travelled all over Europe and Russia, even he
had been to a distant island Sakhalin near Japan, Concluding ye*
ars of his life the vvriter was seriously ill. and he died in
Gernany due to consunption,

Chekhov began publishing his stories in the early 1880*a.
He had just begun to practice nedicine, and did not take his
literary efforts too seriously. Very few people appreciated the
singular talent of Chekhov. Soon he becane popular satirist, but
behind the scintillating hunour of Chekhov's stories lies the
anbition once worded in bis letter:

...to portray life truthfully and, while | an at it, to
shew how Ducb this life deviates fron the norm.

The story "~rd No0,6"(1892) and the sociological study "Sa-
khalin 18land” (18d3) laid bare the arbitrariness that held sway
iIn Tzarlet Russia. But Chekhov also possessed a keen sense of
"tragedy in snail things" and dram of ordinary, everyday exist*
ence, which allowed him to reveal the calanitous state of affairs
within outwardly secure and respectable fanilies. llils thene is
represented by his stories "Three Years"(1895) and "Dull Story"
(1889), The main character of the story "The Lady 'Tilth a Dog"
(1899) reflects:

Life is so sort of dock-tailed and wingless, it's so non-
sensial, and yet there's no running away fron it, and it's
like being In a convlet labour gang or locked up in the
nadhouse.

Fanous plays of Chekhov. "Seagull"(1896), "Uncle Vanya"
(1899), "Three Sisters"(1900), and "The Cherry Orchard'(1903)
ere written in the sinilar nanner and dedicated to sinilar sub-
jects,

Chekhov's style is so strict end cbject™ve, and allegendly
so lacking in the author's assessment of happenings, that his
contenporary critics often rebuked hin for indifference. As a
natter of fact, Chekho had consciously chcsca this nanner to Miichj
he had given nuch thought and which answered his predilection for
"scientific nothods of analysis". He stated -nco: "The acre ob-
jective the telling, the inprosslve it is". He takes certain
phenonana, process then in a special way and sorts then out intc
groups. If they do contain sone truth and suggest conclusions,
the attentive reodir cannot help noticing then, even without
author’s connentaries,

Tolstoy once said about Chekhov's stories:

It's like lace woven by a chastle girl;’ in the old days theyc

were such lace-nakers, spinsters who put their whole lifei

all their dreans of happiness, into the pattern. The pattern
was the idion for their sweetest dreans, and tb”™ wawe, the
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the whole of their vague, clean love into the lace,

*k*k*k *kkikk*k*x *k*k*k

Russian literature of the Nineteen century irf, first of all,
a greatest example of active hunanisn. It was not enough, to de-
clare love to universe and all its beings. It was necessary, to
fight for happiness of mankind. Great Russian writers df the 19th
century became famous and world-widely known only because of that
fact that they were fighters.

They served the cause of revolutionary changeover in RusIS"Qf
even if some of then claimed their anti-revolutionary stand. Asv
honest artists, they drew an objective picture of the society "
preparing that changeover voluntarily or not. They disclosed
the contradictions of the epoch, standing by the side of working
people. There is no wonder, that the best Lenindd article about
such an opponent of revolution like Lev Tolstoy, was entitled
"Lev Tolstoy As a Mirror Of Russian Revolution",

Soviet literary critics call the trend of the last century’s
literature as critical realism, while modern Soviet literature
iIs called as socialist realism.

The best features of Russian classical literature are taken
as fundamental features for Soviet literature, Maxim Gorky, be-
iIng himself a representative of Russian 19th-century literature,
became an ancestor of Soviet literature. This way the continuity
of the best traditions was preserved.
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MASTERS OF THE WORLD
NOTES ON RUSSIAN SOVIET LITERATURE

... Min nust be riide to understand Mmt
he is the creator and mster of the '
world, that he bears the responsibililv
for all the evil happenings on Barth
and that it is to bin that credit foj*
all that is ggod in life should go*

MEXIM GORJIff

The 20th century has already becone a century of great
volutions. There were greatest revolutions in social life, in
science and technology”™ and in the arts. One of the nost prcnonent
features of the nodern art is the appearance of a qualitatively
new art and literature, nanely, Soviet art and literature. It
had cone to the picture thanks to a new kind of social connunity,
that is the Soviet people.

The Russians, Ukrainians, Byelorussians, Uzbeks, Kazakhs,
Arnenians. Geprgians, Jews, Estonians and other nations had for-
ned what is known as the Soviet people or the Soviet nation;
they speak different languages, keep on their best national tram
ditions, but they have the sane way of life and the sane goals.
Hence, they have the single Soviet art and Soviet literature.

It is national in its forn and socialist in its content. This
noans that there are, for instance, Georgian Soviet nusic, Esto-
nian Soviet painting, Ukrainian Soviet literature and so on.

Soviet literature has a nultinational character. This lite-
rature, as the one and indivisible phenonenon of the new socia-
list culture, is the great achievenent of our society. It is
called upon to serve the interests of the people and the cause
of connunisn, to be a source of joy and inspiration for nilli-
ons, to express their will, sentinents and thoughts,and energe-
tically contribute to their ideological developnent and noral
education,

Russian Soviet literature, as an equal one in the faniiy
of Soviet literatures, is the literature of the biggest Soviet
nation, which is nost respected by the others because its great
historical contribution. This nation is one which had been in
the leading ranks of October Revolution, it is the nation of
Lenin, The Russians helped other nations to establish industri-
al society and advanced culture iIn their lands. Russian language,
though equal anong equal languages, is the language of interna-
tional ccnnunication within the country.
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MeXIM GORKY (1868 - 1936)

ftSixin Gorky is a pen nane of Aleksey Maxinovich Feshkov, Ke
wes born in the city of Nizhni-Novgorod renaned in his honour in
1932, His father was a oabinet-oaker, and his nother was the da-
ughter of an owner of a dye-house4 Gorky's father died in 1873,
After his mother *s secohd marriage Gorky lived in Nizhni-Novgorod
with maternal grandparents.Shortlyt his grandfather's business
wes deteriorated, Gorky's mother died, and at the age of 11 he
had to begin supporting himself in various callings: he worked
as an assistant in a shoerOaker's shop, as an errand boy iIn ano-
ther shop, as aidishwasher on.a Volga steamer, and so on,

Gorky read n lot trying ,tc educate himself* Reading was his
nain passion in life * In 1li8%4, he tr*ed to enter Kazan Universi-
ty but failed, At the age of ,21 he left Kazan and began wander-
ing extensively through Russia as he was eager to see his count-
ry and know about life cl; hef people. He did odd jobh of all
binds, ' worked as loadisr, night watchman, farh hand™ clerk, and
so on. In Georgian capital city of Tiflls (Fresehtly, Tbilisi),
he published bis first story in 1892* The bitterness of his ear-
ly experiences led-him to choose the Russian word "gorky" (bitter
one) as his pen name, _

Then he began writing systematically. His story "Chelkash”
(1895) brought him fame all over the country. Gorky wrote reali-
stic stories about common people dreaming of a better ~ife, and
showed how difficult the way to the awakening of social, conscio-
usness 'is, Since the publication of his first novel "Foma Ccfjti-
deev"(1899), the rise of Russian capitalism had become oneybf -
fictional interests* Then other novels cane out, "Three Of'Thers"
(1900), and "A Confession"(1908), and series of plays "Lower \Y;
Depths'(1902), "The Enemies"(1906), "Vassa Zheleznov"(1910), and -
other's. .

The suppression on the 1905 Revolution in Russia by the go—
vernnerit brought Gorky under arrest for his participation in re-
bellion, but then he was released under pressure of the world
public opinion. On leaving Russia in 1906, Gorky spent seven ye-
ars abroad as a political exile. He lived mainly a t his villa
in Capri island, Italy, and visited European countries and the
BA* Gorky remained active as a writer, while being involved in
political activities of the Lenin's social-democratic party. In
1908, his most famous novel "Mother" was published. The novel preg”
seated a wide canvass of the,struggle of the Russian working class
an the eve of the 1905 Revolution, and became the first work of
arew literary trend, namely, socialist realism,

Gorky was close friend of Lenin. After October Revolution,
at Lenin's urgent request, Gorky left Soviet Russia for treat-
met, because his tubercular process reopened at that time. He
tote treatment in Germany till 1924, and theA in Italy till 1928,
Anenorable description of the autobiography of a man from lower
class wo rose to the summit of culture is given in the triloge
"Childhood'—In the World"-"My Universities'*. In the novel "The
Artanonov Husiness" (1925) Gorky shbvied the rise and fall of p”e-
Uevolutiohary Russian capitalism. In the large novel "Klim Saogin's
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Life*' Gorky depicted a portrait of Eussian intelligentsia bet-
ween 1880 ahd 1924, Ee produced nore plays, including **Yegor Bu
lychov and Others**(1932), ”Dostigayev and Others" (1933),

Gorky’s work had a great influence on the development of
Soviet literature and world progressive literature as a whole™
The world significance of Gorky's creative wort is* that worl®ing
during the period of downfall of capitalism in Russia, the “eat
artist expressed ideals and aspirations of Russian proletariat
Gorky as a writer gave ail his stregths to the cause of the first
socialist revolution in the world, and after its victory, to the
cause of formation of a nex7 Soviet culture. :

VLADIMIR MYyY.EOVSIfY (1893 - 1930)

Ifcyakovsky was born in the village of Baghdadi (presently,
the village of Isfeyakovsky in Georgian Soviet Republic). His
father was a forester. He drew his lineage from impoverished-
nobility, In 1906, after the death of his father, Miyakovsky
migrated to Moscow with his mother and two sisters. In 1908, he
joined the Party of Bolsheviks. Ee had been arrested several
times in connection with the ease concerning the underground
printing press of the Moscow Comnittee/of the Party.

In 1910, he gave up Party work and began studying in the
Moscow College of Eilre Arts. Then be began regular poetic com
position, It was®in prison that he decided that his vocation x‘ao®
to be a revolutionary artist. Eventually, poetry prevailed over
his interest Iin painting. He joined a futurist group, the most
extreme and radical trend in Russian non-realist literature, and
became one of leaders of Russian modernism. Most notable of his
p()re-re)volutionary works is the long poem "A Cloud in Trousers"

1915).

In 1917, he threw in his lot with the new government of
Russia, spending much time writing revolutionary slogans, Miya-
kovsky called the October Revolution "my revolution”. In 1923,
he founded a literary trend of LEF (The Left Front Of Arts),
Although the LEF xvas marred by aeithetic prejudices which left,
their imprint on Ji&yakcvsky's poetry too, it was a vast artistic
movement vThich began -takind shape under the banner of revoluti-
onary innovation.

In 1924, Miyakovsky wrote the poem "Vladimir Illyich Lenin",
and in 1927, his best poem "Pine!" dedicated to 10th anniversary
of October Re-yblution, In 1925, Ivlayakovsky visited Prance, Ger-
many and the USA. Always hostile to any varnishing of reality,
the poet also set himself the task of showing the drawbacks in
the life of the young Soviet society. 'lie Wcte notable satirical
plays, "The Bedbug" and "The Bathhouse" (1928 and 1929), In the-
se plays he showed Soviet Philistines and bureaucrats against
whom he waged a relentless day-to-day war.

In 1930, Miyakovsky shot himself in his room. The involved
circumstances of his private life (his unhappy love) and the ex-
tremely inauspicious atmosphere created around him by his litera-
ry ill-wishers, were further aggravated by the failure of the
first production of his brilliant play "The Bathhouae". The play
was restored to s-tage-life only in the '50s.



LITERARY DEVELOPVENT IN 1917 - 1940

In the very”beginning of.the 20th century> Russian litera-
ture had already been treated as one of the lAading divisions of
world literature. It was represented by well-knovm writers and
outstanding poets, like Gorky™ 31lok, Mayaicovsky, Yesenin, Kuprin,
GunilyoVj Bunin, Bryusov* Since the Revolution of 1917, followed
by the Civil war> Soviet writers reflected in their books heroisn
of the people. Period of rehabilitation of econony after the war
-is also shown by Soviet literature. First five-year plans, labo-
ur heroisH of the Soviet people, cultural revolution, — these
were the subjects of Soviet prose, poetry and drana,

Russian Soviet poetry was developed by Valery Bryusov, Alexv
ander Blok, Boris Rasternak, Osip Afcndelstan, Vladinir Wbyakovs-
ky and Sergey Yesenin, Of course, there were nuaerous Soviet po
ets, but these ones were their leaders. The nost popular books

these poets cane to the picture in the nonents of great ten-
sions and victories, Poens by Bojsis Pasternak and Osip Ibndels-
tan nade a brilliant contribution to world poetry thanks to their
outstanding nasterity. Poetry of Sergey Yesenin won an unprece-
dent love of readers, Alexander Blok’s long poen "The Twelve"
becane one of the best works about the Revolution,

Russian Soviet drana of that tines was represented by inno-
vatory works by Mikhail Bulgakov, Vsevolod Ivanov, Konstantin
Trenybv, and others. Their plays were dedicated nainly to the
Civil war. Bulgakov's "Days of the Turbin Fanily" and "The Run",
Ivanov's "Arnoured Train 14-69", and Trenyov* "Lyubov Yo"i'ovaya'
are favorites of Soviet stages till today,

Thene of the Civil war had been developed also in the novels
"The Iron Flood" by Alexander Se'rafinovich, "Red Cavalry" by
Isaac Babel, "The White Guards" by Mikhail Bulgakov, "School" by
Arkady Gaidar,™,hhd "How the Steel yas Tenpcred" by Nikolay Ostr-
ovsky, Thene of peaceful! labour of the Soviet people was drew
in the novels '“Energy' by Fyodor Gladkov and "Go Forward, the
Tine I" by Valentin I~tayev. Pedagogical thoughts of Anton fthka-
renko were expressed in his novel "Road To Life". Satiristic
pictures of shortconings and nistakes of the young Soviet power
were drew up by llya IIf and Yevgeny Fetrpv in their novels
"Twelve Chairs" (in English translation "The Dianonds to Sit
and "Golden Little Calf", Satiric olenents are enough powerful
also in novel "An Envy" by Yury Olesha and in the outstanding
philosophical novel "The Mister and Mirgarita" by Mikhail Bulga-
kov. Historical novel was developed by Yury Tynyanov, in his
works about Pushkin, Peter the Great and the Decembrists, The
world of fantasy was op)enod for readers by Alexander Green in his
novels "The Scarlet Sails" and "The ~ve Runner"

It is necessary to note, that some writers could not work
at that tines in full strength, because they were not in favour
of certain.Officials and suspicious bureaucrats which were close
to Stalin, Those fallen into disfavour were Pasternak, Mmdelstom,
Bulgakov, Babel and Zoshchenko, Nevertheless, their works are
very popular novadays.
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ALEKSEY TOLSTOY (1882 - 1945)

Aleksey Tolstoy was born In the town of Nikolayevsk (presen-
'tly, town of Pugachev, Saratov region), to the fanily of a dist-
ricts narshall of nobility, count Tolstoy, and his wife, a chil-
dren's writer.

In 1901, he got enrolled in St.-Petersburg Institute of Tec-
hnology, but did not graduate it as he was already engaged in li-
terature. The first book of his pocns cane out in 1907. It was
greatly influenced by decadence. In his second collection of
poens, "Beyond Blue Rivers"(1911) Tolstoy tries to overcone the
influence of decadence and turns to foll'*-iore, nythology an™ the
world of pagan Slavonic tribes. Then his loalistic stories pane
out. The novels "Cranks" (iSii) and "A Lr.ne landlord” (1912) brou-
ght bin fane. Little by little ho vas to perfect a ncre realistic
style. During the First 7/orld ftir Tolstoy ms already regardfecl as
one of the leading representatives of neo-rcalisn in Russian |i-
terature.

He did not innediately understand the 1917 Revolution, and
left Russia in 1918. He enigrated to France, v/here he lived and
worked until 1921. Miile in France he wrote his "Nikita's Child-
hood" and "The Sisters"”, xThich becane the first novel of his
of his trilogy "Ordeal".

However, the whole course of historical events, and his
enornous love for his fatherland, nade Tolstoy alter his viewa.
Tolstoy published a unique literary manifesto dictated to patrio-
tisn and a desire to do his share in building up his country. In
1923 he returned to the Soviet Union, where he lived in Moscow
all concluding years of his life.

Pie continued his work at the second and third part of his
trilogy "Ordeal”, entitled "1918"(1928) and "Bleak Morning" (1941).
He also tried his hand at fantasy in books of ~scientific fiction
like "Aelita” and "The Garin's Death Ray". Tolstoy was the foun-
der of Soviet historical play. In 1943, the draloa "lvan the Ter-
rible"” cane out. Three voluncs of an unfinished large novel "Pe-
ter the Great" were published in 1930, 1934 and 1945,

The two best works of Tolstoy are "Ordeal" and "Peter the
Great". The writer considered that in order to understand the
secret of the Russian people, one nust make a profound study of
the nain turning points of its history and the tragic and creati-
ve epochs when the Russian character x.as being formed, This is
preeisely. what Aleksey Tolstoy had been busy x”ith. Cn the one
hand, he studies epoch of Peter the Great, that is the end of
the 17th century and the beginning of the 18th century, xvhen the
Russians made a great effort to build up highly developed nation
in Russia. On the other hand, Tolstoy studies the first quarter
of the 20th «entury, that epoch of Lenin and Revolution, when
the Russian nation mde a real turnover in the world history,
giving a striking example on how the people should fight for
their rights and for the better future of humanity.
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LITERARY D3VELOFMSNT IN 19417y1960 -

The Great Batriotic Wax against Jfeizist Germany, 1941 - 1945,
became a time of serious tests for the Soviet people. Like a
steel, the Soviet state was tempered with the flame of vsar. Erie-p
ndship among 'the Soviet nations, great spirit of self-denial and
the h,ighest sentiments of patriotism and responsibility for the
fate of fatherland, ivere tempered like a steel of the best quali-
ty* Soviet writers shared the people’s fate in full, I™"ny of them
were killed in'the battlefields of the war.

The ppsti-\7ar years were full of creative w(~k. It was needed
to restore the econesay of the Soviet Union. Ther*~tpo, Soviet
writers xTcre side-by-side with the people, Eard years of the x"ar
had found an outstanding reflection in poetry. Lyrics of Isakov-
sky, Simpnov, Svetlov and Surkov x;ere read by soldiers on the
frontline and by workers xvhich helped the soldiers to fight the
invaders* Ivhny of those lyrics becawo very popular songs, for
example, famous "?hit For by Xonstantin Simonov. lioxvever,
the most popular xvork was written by Alexander Tvardavsky* It mass
an epicppioem about the cheerful and bold follov/, soldier Vasily
Tyorkin* >

Post-VTar theatre x"as enriched by brilliant plays, "The Inva-
sion” by Leonid Leonov and "The Kremlin Clock"” by iSTikolay Pogodin*
Leonid Leonov.wrote also well-known novel "The Russian Forest",
The novel "The Young Guards" by Alexander Fadyeev xyas dedicated
to one of the most tragic events of the xar, failure of an under-
ground group of the youth, Ilya Ehrenburg 'wrote his famous sket-
ches during the xvar. Due to those sketches, Hitler declared the
X7riter as "the enemy No,2" of Germany,

In the pOst-xTar period, numerous novels Xx%ere dedicated to
psychological problems of the time. The philosophy of scientific
research work \mo developed by Veniamin ICaverin in his novel "The '
Open Book", The x7orld of inner feelings and sentiments was disc-
losed by Olga Berggoltz in her book "Daytime Stars" and by Kons-
tantin Paustovsicy in his book "Golden Rose", Disturbing problems
of the time xVere touched upon by Illya Ehrenburg in his outstand-
ing book "People, Years, Life".

After a long period of the cult »f Stalin's personality,
many good and honebt names of Soviet xvriters had been re-found.
Books xvritten by t~akhail Bulgakov, I'ELkhail Zoshchenko and other
writers, xvere published, having been expected to come out for
years and years. Communist Party frankly and boldly told the peo-
ple about tragic times of the cult of personality.

Rimy new names emerged during the '50s in Russian Soviet
literature. Among them Vladimir Soloukhin, Andrey Voznesensky,
Yevgeny Yevtushenko, Bella Akhmadulina, and others. The turnover
to restoration of democracy has playe<i a significant part in
the process of development of Soviet literature. Famous xvriters
helped their young colleagues, and the x7holesome organasm of
Soviet literature, step by step, became more healthy.
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" MIKHAIL SECLOIfflOv (1905 - 1983)

Sholokhov was boi™n to a wvvojfking Cossack family. His most
Impresstionable years were those of the Russian Revolution and
Civil Far, Sholokhov fought in the Civil Far, occupied the post
of Supplies Comnissar, pursued Fliite bands, and “taen had been
teaken prisoner by then. Then he cane to JYtoscow from his native
Don region, intending to study and vaguely dreaming of becoming
a writer.

Eis first book of stories "Tales from the Don" came out in
192 6, Ee began working on the novel "And Qiliet Floxts the Don"
in 1925,, then the first book of "Virgin Soil Upturned"” appeared
in 1932. He began the novel "They Fought for Their Fatherland”
during the Great Patriotic Wxr against Mizist Germany, when he
was a war correspondent.

The end of 1956 saw the publication of his famous story
"The Fate of a Min", In 1959 he completed his work on the sec-
ond book of "Virgin Soil Upturned". The appearance of each of
Sholokhov's book was in itself a great literary and social ev-
ent,The writer could not conceive his work without constant
contact with the people who later stride across the pages of
his novels. Sholokhov spent the concluding years of his life In
his beloved Don eountry where he spent his childhood, and where
his youth passed,

Sholokhov had won the Nobel Literary Prize in 1965, His
speech in Stokholm after receiving the Prize seems to sum up
writer’'s views on art:

To speak honestly to the reader, to tell people the truth,
however bitter; to be an active fighter for peace through-
out the v7orld, to unite people in their natural and noble
yearning for progress. The arts have a tremendous power
over men’s minds and hearts. | think a person has the
right to call himself an artist if he directs this power
to creating beauty in men's souls for the good of mankind.
I was told thdt | write under demand of the Communist Par-
ty. That's Xtong, | write under demand of heart, but my
heart belongs to my Party.

Sholokhov had a strongly developed sense of responsibility
not simply toivarcs life and man in the abstract, but towards
those people iThose vital believes and hopes he shares:

I would like ny books to help make people- better and purer
in heart, to arose love for man, and the desire to take an
active part in the struggle for the ideals of humanism and
the progress of manicind. If | have been at all succesful |
consider myself a happy man.

Sholokhov's aim as a writer has alxTays been to pay tribute
In all his v™orks to Soviet people, who have never attacked any-
one, but have always known hov? to defend xvhat they have created,
to defend their freedom and honour, their right to build their
future the way they themselves have chosen.
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LITERARY DEVELOPMENT IN 1961 - 1986

Contenporary Russian literature is the leading branch of
Soviet literature. Eov/ever, non-Russian writers of the'USSR also
have significant achievenents, Chenghiz Aitmtov (Kirghizia),
Vasil Bykov (Byelorussia), Rasul Gamzatov (Daghestan), and others
are now among the most popular Soviet writers. Russian literatu-
re of the '60s and '70s became tremendously rich and powerful,
Waiters try and reflect the whole complex life of the Soviet pe-
ople with its joyj sorrows and difficulties.

Konstantin Fedin in his trilogy "Early Joys" - "Unusual SUm
ner" - "The Conflagration” shox7S the lives of his characters®
involved in the most significant events of the epoch. Yuri Ger-
man recovers the beauty of a human soul in his novel "External
Battle", Historical events of the tines of the peasant war of
Stepan Razin are the subject of Vasily Shukshin’s book "I Have
Come to Give You Freedom", Problems of artistic masterity are
risen by Valentin Katayev in his works "Grass of Oblivion" and
"The Diamond Crown Of Mine"* Social problems of scientific work
are tobched in Daniel Granin’s novel "Into the Storm",

One of the most popular themes of the contemporary litera-
ture is that of the Forld var-I11* Among the most significant
works, one should recall novels "The Living And the Dead", "Sol-
diers Are Not Born", both by Konstantin Simonon, and "Hot Snow"
by Yuri Bondarev.

Theme of human relations and attitudes is developed by po-
pular writers Yuri ffegibin ("Clean Ponds") and Vladimir Solouk-
hin ("To Live On SArth"), Cinematographic novels by Vasily Shu-
kshin had become famous films shot by the writer, who also was
an outstanding film-director and well-known actor.

Russian poetry of last three decades is an interesting ex-
ample of successful co-existence of the novelty and tradition.
The main theme of poetry is our contemporary and his deeds, his
inner world, his place in the society. Poets of elder generation
Leonid Isfertynov, Arseny Tarkovsicy, Semyon Kirsanov, Yaroslav
Smelyakov and others, developed the Russian poetry in co-opera-
tion with the poets of ‘'ounger generation, like Andrey Voznesen-
sky, Yevgeny Yevtushenko, Della Akhraadulina and others.

The Congress of Soviet wrioors, which took place in June,
1986, became a very important e\ent of literary life. In the con-
text of major changes in the Soviet society, writers called for
further development of the literature an accordance with these
changes. In the atmosphere of the present campaign for ppenness,
Soviet literature becomes a powerful x"eapon in the struggle for
progress. It becomes an important means of social, educational
and aestethic influence on the society.

The main avenue for the development of literature lies
through strengthening the ties with people’s lives, truthful and
highly artistic presentation of the reality, an inspired and
vivid portrayal of what is nexv and advanced and an exposure of
everything which hampers social progress.

The arts of socialist realism are based on the principles
of loyality to the people and the Communist Party, They combine
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bold innovation in truthful artistic presentation of life with

use and developncnt of all the progressive traditions of national
and world literature. As the cultural standarfls of the people grow,
the influence of literature on society and its noral and psycho-
logical clinate is enhanced.

The Connunist Party of the Soviet Union is not a ruling for-
ce of literature. The CPSU takes a careful attitude to talent and
to artistic quests. At the sar-'e tine, it always fight against
nanifestatiohs of ideological enptiness and onnivorousness ih
wo.rld outlook, Soviet literature facilitates mutual understanding
among the peoples and contributes to the struggle against imperi-
alisa, reaction and war. It enriches world culture and manifests
itself as a nighty factor of the spiritual progress of mankind,
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they did not only stated the facts. They also tried to select the
most typical ones relevan to place and time. Critical Rejaliism ga-
ve names such excelent writers as Frederic Stendal, Honore de Ba
lzac, Gustave Flaubert and Guy de ifeupassant in France; Charles

Dickens and ~Yilliam Thackeray in England; Heinrich Heine in Ger-
many; “~erk Twain in the United States.

Towards the end of the 19th century,symptoms of crisis of
bourgeois society began appearing. Contradictions among leading
.countries became acute. Contradictions between working masses and
bourgeoisie inside these countries became uncomparably sharp. The'
.se contradictions were reflected right away in the subsequent de-
velopment of literature. Realism has been transformed into Natu-
splism. by Emile Zola in France, and objectively it began to voice
imperialist interest in works by Rudyad Kipling. Realism degene-
rated into Aesteticism in works by Oscar vTild,

Thus, the Twentieth century came to live as a century of
World I™rs and social revolutions.

decadence

;, The 20th century had integrally absorbed all contradictions
inherited from the 19th century. This age is trying to solve bur-
ning, questions of the time, Works of Western writers explored
different ways of solutions to these questions.

Economic and social crisis invariably involves the crisis of
culture* last century was outwardly composed. It was like a gent-
lemaji.™ It isfes the age of Hegel. Bourgeois calmly lived, leading
go*d family life and believing in Jesus, They thought their moral
principles were immovable. But suddenly came an explosion, when
the phrase of Friederich Nietzsche was voiced: "God is dead”*

The universal passion to Arthur Schopenhauer and Friedrich
Nietzsche spread over the western \\?rld, then psycho—analytical
scotches of Sigmund Freud came to the picture. Literature did not
stand aloof out of those cultural shocks, French Symbolists with
Stephane Rfellarme and Paul Verlaine at the head ruled over minds
of* public. Itiny other schools cane later and sharply declared
their rapture v?ith Realisn. They ~ave up the present day reality.
They proclaimed that literature must be free from reality. This
schools came,to be known as Decadence,

The Decadents fought for the art taat is free fron social
sense. They brought total possinism, perfect distrust in the str©
ngth of taankind and creative activity of personality. It was real
propaganda of passivity, pornography and violence. However, the
best books of the Decadents had the perfect literary forn and
brilliance of writer’'s palette. For example, Paul Verlain’s poetr
iIs a beautiful piece of the poetical skill. It sounds really like
a music and fascinates ear. Nevertheless, in the hard struggle
for the best future the literature of this kind can only attract
people away from the battle. The principle ';vho is not with us,
he isagainst us’ is fully aggreeable to this case.

Just that tine Vladimir Lenin wrote that it is impossible to
be free from society while living in society.
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If a writer keeps away from the struggle and declares him-
self absolutely free, means, that objectively he is an antago-
nist of the social progress. He can speek about his "indepen-
dence" and his position "above and beyond the fight" as much
he wishes. He can speak about the sane "art for art’'s 6ake".
Does not natter, objectively he still expresses interests of a
certain section of the'society, And V7hich section Of the soci-
ty is not interested in the struggle? - Df course, that secti-
on which wants to preserve the present situation, A writer be-
comes a sattelite of conservative and reactionary forces, xvil-
lingly or unwillingly. In spite of the claim made by Decadence
“that art is apolitical, it served the political interests of
_t.hie reaction.

MODERNISM AND EXISTENTIALISM

Soviet literhry criticism widely makes use of the concept
of "form and content"”, A content is interpreted as a whole co-
mplex of a purpose (or idea), a subject (or theme), and social
trend of a literary work* A form is interpreted as a whole set
Of artistic moans, which is used to revealing its content,

misonetimes an author attempts to use an UnUsual form as a cover
for poor content, it means, the author is a formalist, Kfeny
literary works of Decadence were formalistic in essence.

During the 20th centUry, new literary schools came up,
Thier representatives ere moving heaven and earth to dissoci-
ate themselves from both Realism and Decadence, They are pro-"x
claiming their own perfect novelty. This is the reason, why
all these schools carry a common name of Modernism, However,
this name reflects only a formal novelty. Essentially, it is
the same Formalism, pr "art for art’'s sake",

Jfercel Proust (France), Franz Kafka (Austria) and James
Joyce (lreland) became founder fathers of contenporary Moder-
nism, The formal novelty, refined psycho-analysis and complete
pessimism were cardinal features of their"works. They expressed
fear and despair of the Western intellectuals and their helples-
sness in the face of social storms, honest artist, these
writers tried to answer the.burning questions of their time,
but had not found solution. As a result they reached pessimism.

The followers of Modernism, unlike its founders, have not
'hlways been as honest as Proust, Kaflm and Joyce, Very often,
these followers try to make”poor content with a complicated
fojfcm and super-refined artstic novelties, Sometims they lay
stress on their indifference to the content. Hence, Anti-Lite-
rature was born. It was advertised as a fresh step in the his-
tory of literature. The creation is proclaimed as a pure intu-
itive act. Modernists are basing their experiments on quotati-
ons from books by Sigmund Freud and Henri Bergson, By and lar-
ge,’ the social essence and importance of literature are reduced
to nothing.

Soy, somebody cuts out words and phrases from a newspaper
and paste them on a sheet. Then a title is found, and a new



"extraordinary work" appears. Alan Rob-Griett (France) created
novels in which he described only one object (e.g, furniture in
a roon) in tens of pages. The Absurd Theatre appeared in the fa-
ces of Samuel Beckett and Eugene lonesco (Friance). In their pla-
ys the literature indded reaches absurdity. One of their plays
shows some dust-bins, from which some heads stick out. No action,
but only absolute senseless conversation among these heads,

Phiiosophiial trend of the Existentialism received wide seo«
pe in the Ifestern literature. Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus in
France and Ifice Mirdock in Great Britain vl/ere representatives
of this school, Albert Camus in one hio novel, The Plague, proved
himself as] a humanist, while in another one, The Strange, he ea®»
me to declare absolute freedom up to the freedom to kill. Jean-
Paul Sartre formerly declared the necessity of a merger between
Existentialism and ~rxism, but finally he reached Anarchism
through Ifaoism,

Many' writers try now to produce works-parables, distinctive
myths, blit only sometimes they reach deep understanding of the
presentj more often they describe the world from the pessimistic
point of view. Writers-mythmakers, like Gabriel Garcia M™™QUee
(Columbia”® and William Golding (England),are very talented. They
both won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1982 and 1983 respec«>
tively, MirQuez in his novels "A Hundred Years Of Solitude" and
"Autumn Of Patriarch” created a fundamental fresco of Latin-~Ame-
rican life, William Golding is an author of gloomy novels-parab-
les about*degradation of human culture under conditions of the
Western society. His novels "The Spire" and "Lord of the Flies"
illustrate visually the feeblessness of man before the dark for-
ces of his subconsciousness* In this connection, one can recall
also the name of American mythmaker John Updike W|th his novel
"Centaur"”,

Usually, the wopks of this kind find readers only in a small
fraction of society, (called intellectual elite. These works are
not intended for broad masses of readers. They reflect estrange-
ment and spiritual bankrupcy which are reverberation of the cr|-
sis of Western consciousness, /;

Non-realistic literature is a complicated and heterogeneous
phenomenon. Both, writers-humanlsts and those who openly dieclajfe
their anti-humanism, work under this banner. This is why SoVit -j
literary criticism approaches differentialy tomrds analysis oi™
contemporary' Modernism, In general, goviet literary criticism
claims contemporary Modernism as anti-social phenomenon, because
of its eiitarity and orientation to erudite readers. However,
this anti-democratic feature of Modernism sometimes is overcome
by humanistic aspirations of Modernist authors, that gives them
a chance tQ”bewomo usofull for the society. In such a case, So-
viet literary critieism approaches towards Modernist works with
the understanding” r

Wrong practice existed in the ussr after world Tshr - 11,
Modernist works were not published in Russian, and readers knew
about them only from critical articles. Recently, this practise
has been done away with* New translat-ions appeared.
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PARALITERATURE;

It c™-imoti'be said, that the i?hole Western literature is
too difficult for understanding. There are lots of literary
works which are intelligible to ordinary readers* Miny Western
authors do not trouble readers with d.eep analysis of the pre-
sentvrTheir works are absolutely realistic, even pseudo-reali-
stiov' and give only outward reflection of the reality. These
authors, however, hold, great realists of the, past as their te-
achers, L

This school is one of nanifestations of so-called "popular
culture”, Nunerous "bestsellers” occupy "festern book-r*arket,
and invade the book-mrket of the Third WOrld. Although nunber
of editions and copies is very large, nobody renenbers authors*
nanes after five-ten years. The fornula of these books is very
sinple. There are some exotic characters, sone sexual scenes,
sone thrilling nonents, sene romance or fantasy, and. many adv-
entures and shootings* Another exanple is nelodranatic plot*
wild feelings, sentimental tears, and invariable "happy-end"i
And that is all the recipe of a "stunning bestseller"! The
great success in audience is guaranteed.

Well, popularity is important thing, but what is the audi-
ence enjoying these bestsellers? | an afraid, it consists of
people who do not want to think about future of civilization.
These people often say: self cones first, charity begins at ho-
ne"; They turn the art into entertainment somewhat like a good
cigarette after substantial dinner.

Of course, this type of amusement practically always is
gquite optimistic, because an anguish, meditation and troubles
arejOf no need for a good uncle who is relaxing after his din-
ner; fleican tickle his nerves very slightly, and that is enough.
It is disturbing his digestion, A good uncle needs "happy end".

This literary substitute is called Paraliterature, that is
About-*iiterature, or Near-literature, Books by lan Flemming,
Anna &)Sergei;Golon are the most expressive examples of Parali-
terature', ~ra literature is dangerous for the.society, because
it cultivates in readers' mind poor taste and befools them, It®
iIs like a whisper in readers* ear: Don't worry, everything is'i.
fineyr/lf you *ve got some money, let then be kept in a bank™ if
you haven't, you get them sometime. Meanwhile imagine a spleni
did villa, an excelent car and many chic ivomen. Imagine a luxu-
rious life, and you'll feel finej"

There is also so-called "serious"” books of this semi-litera-
ture. An author takes political subject, in which every "the red"
looks like a monster, whereas a vfestern hero looks very strong
and elegant, very clever and brimfull of charm. By the way he
wins hearts and bodies of numerous large—bosomed pretty girls.
Of course, this kind of propaganda is very primitive, but if ?m
they feed you with ncnsensiidaily since your childhood, you will
be trustfull to them. This is the very thing they want. Condi-
tions for the development of "mass>vculture industry” are crea-
ted in the Tfest,
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The greatest act of hudan nind, creativity is on the conve-
yor now. This is why they take™ nonstrous tornSindustry’ denoting
nodern 'mass literature’. There is no doubt that Paraliterature
serves the cause.of reactionary and conservative forces.

REALISM -
' The West gave the world fadcus y/riters '..ho chose critical
realisn as their nethod. All vital otieations and problens of the
20th century are reflected in their works, A genuine writer alwa”n
ys takes the side of progress irrespectively of his own opinion,
provided his works nirror social cataclysns. A genuine writer be»
cones a supporter of social progress froe fron his'own point of
view, because he expresses the historical develcpnent objectively”®
Objectivity is the Mnain featiire of genuine art,

Karl Jferx scientifically proved that historical triunph of
socialism and connunisn is inevitable. If a writer is convinceds
in the ranks of fighters for social justice, his works get true
purposefulness. If he is not in those ranks hinself, but his books
are objective pictures of reality, he is a supporter of progress#
Whether he likes it or not, but he is very close to iferxisn, if
He is a Realist,

There are several renarkable realists in Western literature
of the 20th century, John Galsworthy, Somerset Miugham, George
Bernard Shaw, Charles Percy Snow and Richard Aldington (Britain),
William Faulkner, Francis Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway and
John Steinbeck (United States); Ai~tole France, Roger Mirtin du
Gar, Remain Holland, Francois-Mhuriac and Andre lAirua(France);
Thomas Aiinn, Herman Hesse, Lion Feuchtwanger, Erich Miria Remarqu®©
and Heinrich Boll (Germany), These writers rightly considered tto(
it is their duty to tell people the truth first of all. They gave
deep analysis of the world around them, they wrote about reality
of the present. They tried to understand contradictions of the
epoch, therefore, their works help forces of progress in the gre»
at battle for happiness.

The picture of Western literature is not complete without
names of those authors who consciously casted their lot with the
activities of progressive forces. In 20th century, a new artistif
method of Socialist Realism was born. The first book of Socialist
Realism was a novel "Mother" by ~£”im Gorliy, v/ho became founder
of this literary school. The basic principles of Socialist Realisn
are as follows: (i) national character of literature, i,c. use of
a national heritage and achievements of national literature and
culture, while calling for international solidarity of working

people; (ii) class character of literature, i,e, fight for inte»-
rests of working class and reflection of their aspirations; (iil)
party character of literature, i,e, not only reflection of "typi»

cal characters under typical circumstances”, but also Marxist
analysis of reality, A Socialist Realist not only rightly descri-
bes what he has seen, but also draws scientificol solutions of
various questions and problems.

Western Europe and the U.SJ”. borrowed this method from the
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Soviet Russia and brought it into concord i7ith concrete national
stuff, Louis Aragon, :&nri Barbusse and Paul Eluard (France),
John Reed and Theodore Dreiser (U.SiA), Bcrtold Brecht (Gernany)
Rafael Alberty (Spain), Pablo Neruda (Chile.) and Janes Aldridge
(Britain), in their works raise to highly artistic reflection
of problens and contradictions of reality.

The Tfesterh realistic art is reliable ally of progressive
forces in their struugle for revolutionary refornation of the
wofld.

One can see now, that the contenporary Tvestern literature
does not represent a unity. Soviet literary criticisn has dif-
ferential approach towards the analysis of nodern literature of
the West,

It is vanity to search for pearls in the turbid strean of
"nass culture”.

We are attracted, first of all, by sincerity and objecti-
vity of serious writers, no natter which trend they represent.
Contribution of every vyriter to the cause of social progress
And peace rises or falls as per degree of objectivity,

A writer in contenporary world has to take clearly his
posétion in social life. He has to say only one" of these two
words;

FCR or AGAINST
The third is not given, Tertiun non datur.



LIVING SONGS
NOTES ON CONTEMPORARY INDIAN PROSE

The sun rises in your sky

For the first tines

The woods listen to the Vedas
For ;the first tine;-<

And for the first tine

Living songs and tales

Run through all your huts

And all your woods and fields.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE

There is a good Russian proverb about friendship* It runs
as follows;

IT IS BETTER TO HAVE A HNNDRED FRIENDS THAN A HUNDRED ROUBLES

A friend is a friend for us under any circumstances, always
&v2d everywhere.

An enthusiasm to know better about our friends is quite na-
tural, Soviet people are interested in knowing everything about
friendly countries. We believe that intervention in domestic af-
fairs is an action beyond the friendship. Through the whole his-
tory of independent India not a single anti-Indian word has beeiji
said or published in the USSR

However, Indian media has a little different approach tOTSirdS
understanding of friendship. It is very sad, that even outstan-
ding Indian newspapers and magazines convert their pages into
battlefilds of the cold war against the USSR, Anti-Soviet infor-
mation is taken directly from American or British media claiming
themselves as champions for huCEin riglits.

We understand who i™ behind this "drive for democracy”". We
never nix up the people of India and those interested in explosi-
ons of the cold war. This is why we never react the way taken by
Indian mass media. We are interested to know the truth about our
friend India, and not rumours and gossips ataken from the third
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countries, because it is beyond and against the spirit of
Soviet-Indian friendship.

The interest of Soviet people tomrds India is constantly
on increase. The sane should bo said about Indian literature.
Here is only one, but very inpressive cxanple. During the Gre-
at Patriotic war against Mizist Gernany, our country had nuno-
rous troubles, but even then, Soviet publishers and translators
found it possible to translate and publish in Russian ”Mihabha-
rata” and "Haaayana", In those horrible years it was a labour
exploit of the Soviet intelligentia. It is difficult to express

the great huoanisn and friendly feelings of the Soviet people
better than it was done then,

i.

For us Indian literature as well as India herself exists
as "unity in diversity", Proninent historian of art, Kapila
Vatsyayan wrote, that diversity of India exists in the unity, -
like the stars and planets exist in the sane Galaxy. Indian

literature lives by neans of united social and, spiritual "expe-

rience in spite of its nultildngual character and, nul;fcithene
X7ritings,

io

I an touching only few thenes of contenporary Indian pro-
se to cone to the nain point. The nain point is intersection
of ancient Indian traditions and the present, which sxviftly
bursts into reality. In Indian literature, Soviet readers app-
reciate ‘first of all a portrait of a hunan soul in the seis nic
centre of today’s India, where the past and the present neet,
fi~t'and nix up. They change each other, building the future,
and it does not take place only on book pages, it takes place
iIn every nind and heart,

Thiou'sand-year-old principles suddenly becone bankrupt and

u”olass, they are in need to defend thenselves in the face of
Lo

T 705
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new circumstances. The novelty takes such a speed of
expansion in breadth, that it*s unable to reach the depths,

and first of all, the depths of consciousness.

There is an ancient slave mentality with its compulsory
unconsidered subordination to authorities. It surrenders
too slowly but it surrenders, giving a place to contemporary
mentality with its personal responsibility for one's actions.
There is a caste system, so to say, a society of universal
inequality sanctified by dogmas of the Brahmanism. It
surrenders even more slowly, demonstrating a striking vitality
as a venomous snake. It can be defeated only by means of a
deep social and economic reorganization. I suppose, the
government's measures cannot be considered as reorganization
but as a light make-uji Without such reorganization the caste
system will live, v;ith its most disgusting feature, namely,
untouchability, I believe, nobody can be named a Harijan

now. But the Harijan's mentality is alive yet.

Mahatma Gandhi had stated one; "lI'd rather prefer
Hinduism to die than the untauchability to live." Gandhiji
was killed by fanatic Brahmin of Maharshtra Nathuram Vinayak
Godse, It was the newspaper article about the assassination
that opens the book "The Winds of Fire" by Marathi writer
Vyankatesh Madgulkar,

Throughout the whole Maharashtra Brah ,~ins' houses had
been set on fire. Hindu's caste mentality cannot grasp a
personal responsibility so all Marathi Brahmins must be
punished. Young Brahmin Shankar is going along with his
friends to meet his parents at his home countryside,
Madgulkar enables us to see that time and those events
though the Shankar's perception. It is a picture of violence

and common distrust, it is a picture of terrible senselessness
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of mutual hostility, P.eople suddenly began to take Brahmins’
properties/ thinking that the violence has no rules. One of
Brahmins, namely, Dhondopant, v/as also not missing a moment

to buy houses of other Brahmins.

"The Winds of Fire" is a realist®ic work. So the author
could not conclude it v;ith a false happy-ending. The last
passage of the book is very expressive and short; "I go to
my home village very rare. My children call Pune their home",
And it cannot be differently. The pictures of brutality,
invicible savagery and animalism stay in one's eyes,

forcing to cut all roots of a man.

Famous film maker Girish Karnad has told about "The
forest" by Kannada writer Shrikrishna Alanahally, that an
estrangement of a village life makes brutality the fact of
existence. There is a thousand years old cruelty towards

the v/iomen and the children, and the poorest peasants as well.

"The forest" is an adult book but was written from a
little boy Kitti's point of viev;, with the truth of a children
vision of the VJorld. Kitti is our guide, who introduces us
to the joy and sorrov/ of an Indian village. This is a book
which is full of reality. Neither works shewing a "paradise of
countryside/' nor v/iorks showing black and white pictures, can
be compared with it. The most powerful pages of the book
are those describing the fight betv/aen two villages, the
nightmare of Harijan's existence, and the stone-age ethics

which cannot allow the freedom, particularly that of a v,oman.

Another book about peasant life is vjritten by Oriyan
writer Gopinath Mohanty, It is "ldentity", the book v/hich tells
a Soviet reader a lot about complex Social structure of an

Indian village. It tells us, on the one hand about relations
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betv/een the castes# and on the other hand”™ about relations

betv/ieen rich people of low castes and poor people of upper
castes. The author introduces to us a thousand rules for

everyday life of a Hindu.

Nothing is happening there in the book. 3hr,ply there
are elections in a village. The heroine is ’'lappy because
somebody is interested in her ovm opinion, andv that is for
the first time in her life. She was a thing not a human being,
living her life until the elections. She had even no name.
Her name is Pemi's mother, because her alder daughter’'s name
is Pemi While liuingv/ith her parents, she had a name Kothari
(or Monkey)." Her husband calls her simply "hey you" while
other members of his family call her "daughter-in-law". So
the poor V/oman has come to vote, but when they have asked her
name, she has been taken aback and forgotten her name and a

L
party whxch she just v/anted to vote for,

Hov/ever, for us that's not so important. The most
important thing for us and for Pemi's Mother is how to take

a new v/ioman's role into her traditional mentality.

Pemi's Mother is not a fighting woman. After all,
likewise all Indian women, she was told by ancient "Manu's
Rules", that even a dissolute and u'avxrtuous man must be
worshiped like a god by his wife. This means, no rights and
lot of duties. But D.we.cd Mitro from the Hindi v/riter Krishna
Sobti's book wants to get only rights and none of duties. In
her book "The DeXr-ad Mitro" Krishna Sobti pointed out the
question: what will take a place of traditio al ethics, which
had come to its end. She wonders whether it is an impudent
freedom takes that place. Her heroine Mitro already is not

a victim. Well then, but who is she ? She frees herself
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from the chains of ancient morality, but she is not yet
ready to accept the new duties. By the end of the story,
Mitro is frightened by her mother's solitude, that had come
as a consequence of her pseudo-free life, Mitro begins to
think of the future, but still she thinks of herself only.
She has nothing to think about but herself, Krishna Sobti
vjarns her sisters from the whole Indies do not live for the
sake of your own pleasure. You will get nothing in your

hands at the end of your useless life.

An additional trait to the women's theme in Indian
literature one may get from the story "Five Sisters" by
panjabi writer Amrita Pritam. The author is quite confident,
that in contemporary India women are out of life yet. The
Life itself became a heroine of that story. She comes to
the five women with her gifts,but none of them is ready to
receive the Life's gift. The first sister lives behind the
wall, and even the v/ind is unable to meet her. The second
sister is a beggar woman, who is frightened by the Life's
gift because she thinks people may convict her of stealing.
The third sister is a wife of some VIF, and thinks people may
blame her husband for corruption in the eve of important
elections. The fourth sister v/as forced to become a pitostitute
by rumours and psendo-champions of hypocritical morals; so
she rejects the life's gift thinking of herself as of a lost
woman. The fifth sister lives in her sxumbc::3 and doesn't

want life to interrupt the dreams, which symbolize a non-

social and out-of-struggle art. Hence, there is still no
need is the real life for an Indian woman.

Indian writers tell a Soviet reader about the gloomy
side of Indian life. There are religious and caste fanaticism,

and a slave mentality. There are so-called Indian nationalism
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which is, in fact, nothing else than the'v/ill to preserve the

past in its straggle against the Present.

Hindi writer Bhisham-Sahni in his Story "Amritsar has
been left behind" rises his voice against the fighting between
communities in India, An old British policy."devide and rule",
unfortunately, has.not passed a'/ay in the former British
colony. The writer describes the times of partition of the
country and formation of Pakistan and India. Hindu communalists
set Hindus on Mus.lims and Sikhs. Reactionary Sikhs and
Muslim organisations call to fight against Hindus under
the slogan "eye for eye, tooth for tooth". And this theme is

urgent today, due to well-known Indian conservatism.

With the big bitterness writers tell us about a rank
ignorance, intellectual darkness and religious fanaticism.
The story "A Gloom" by Oriyan v/riter Sochchidanando Rautray

discloses a tragedy of a man viho had accidentally killed a

cow. He lost the family and became an exile in his native
village, Tamil writer Ajahirisamy is his story "The Divine
Life" introduces to us an old man, who is interested to knovz,

why nobody protests against social injustice ? He enjoys a
lecture by some "outstanding thinker" The lecture calls for
meekness and resignation, and it rouses no'thing but conster-
nation and anger, Hindi writer Rajer-dra '“Fidav is his story
"The Most High Glory" describes some business-like priest,,
A v/ater spring sudderily bursting out from the ground, was
announced by this pries'b, as a great miracle. He sells a
"holy water" and gets considerable dividends. But f'en
workers appear there to repair a broken v/ater-pipe, and

"the great miracle" ends without any glory".

The worst is the slave mentality. It is characteristic
not only of poor or low caste men, but also of others. It

is not a servility of the poorest and lov/est, but a servility
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somebody depending on a status of his counterpart. Urdu.

. /riter Jeelani Bano describes an establishment of the slave
mentality. In her story "Addu” a boy seirvant had found a
rupee in the street. He thinks of his poor sister whom he
can give that rupee. On the other hand, he also wishes to
spend the money for sweets, which he can get only in his
dreams. But finally, he gives the money to his mistress
because of a fear of being called a thief. Rasipuram Krishnaswamy
Narayan is a very well-knov/n writeii who writes in English.
His story "Voluntary Servitude" describes a woman who is a
servant in a rich house. Nobody knows her name in the house,
and all call her "aya" (nannie), She had reduced herself

to anitnate machine. Her life with a rich people became

a voluntary servitude. And when her husband has come to
bring her home, she was sincerely upset. But a new life has

not begun. An "aya" become her husband's slave.

The Present in India also is full of contradictions.
Corruption of authorities, class contradictions and rising
difference betvieen a life ot the poor and a life of-, tix* rich

these are flourishing evils of contemporary India.

Markandey
Hindi v/riter " 'm y draws a satirical portraits of
corrupted officials. In his story "The Ideal Poultry Farm"

the representatives of bureaucracy had come to inaugurate
a new public poultry farm, named "The lIdeal". They were
talking about the beginning of revolutionary changes in a
village. But by the end, all hens were eaten or taken by
esteemed officials, and the poultry farm puts an end to its

own existance.



The unemployement is another evil of India. A fear of
the loss of Work became a nightmare of today's India, Bengali
writer Sunil Gongopaddhaya in his story-"The Telegram” tells
us about some dark Shubimol who has got a telegram. He has
not read it being frightened to lose a work. He thinks that
telegram might be from home, and of'course it is. about some
trouble. If so, he must immiadetly leave for his home city,
and this means he can lose a work, Shubimal has desided to
throw out the telegram, breaking the relation with his

relatives.

Hindi writer Mannu Bhandari in her story "May be...”
rises her voice to defend the poor. Her sympathy to Rakhal
is beyond doubt. Rakhal from that story is a poor man, who
had gone from his family to work aboard the merchant ship.
Trying to get money to feed his family, he lost his happiness,
A very hard work and a long-term absence made an abyss

between him and his family.

VJhat should be done to bring the new into Indian life ?
Whore Indians should take an inspiration from ?. Nowadays,
the young generation thinks that it is America giving an

example ho«® one must to live.

But is it so ? asks a Malayalam writer Lalitambika
Andarjanam. A mother in the story "The Happiness" waits

for her son', and he comes, at last, from the US,

He comes along with his wife and the childern. Oold
woman is happy. However, her son rejects her simple food
and leave for a sity to stay there because his family is not

accustomed to village life.
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Bhagntram from the story called after him is a poor
man of destroyed life, 771 people around hate him. But the
author, famous Urdu writer Krishan C'handar, thinks that
rather Bhagatram has a good and pure heart than his brothers
who are respected .by all neighbours. The similar situation
we face while treading the story "Hurricane" by Telugu v/riter
Padmarasu, Krishan Ghandar and Padmarasu want to say that there
are many ordinary Indians who have natural feelings of kindness,
sympathy, pride and diligence. And may be young generations

must follow their example.

The story "A reed-Pipa" by the Gujarati writer Jayanta
Khatri describes a professiorial musician. The musician has

unders ood the mysteries o:“his own art only after a meeting
with an old peasant Godhu, Go’/‘u plays pipe, and the musician
realise the great truth of the life. The art can get its full
power only if it takes an inspiration from the depths of

people’'s life and depicts it as it is.

I think, the most powerful Indian literature is that
in Bengali. Beng.: i literature had given the world such
a great personality as RabindroiVoth Tagore. I viould like
to conclude this article with the remark on the story
"New Songs" by Bengali writer Narayan Gangopadhya, There is
a “"ro Rai-moshai in the story. He is a good singer. But
with the change of time the songs have also changed. Rai-
Moshai lives in East Bengal, He remembers the times, when
he used to Sving "Amaru-Shataka" in Sanskrit, then some gaozells

in Urdu and Persian. But vlian the struggle for Ben ;gli to be an
official language vfts rising, he has begun to sing song in his
uiotlier tongue.

New songs for the new times are needed nov/. Indian

literature tries to create such songs. Something similar



39 -

to India‘itse lf* i

New songs had houe« but old gloony songs axe, heard yet*
Ages of colonial dependence nade too deep wounds on the body
of Bother India* It is very difficult to cure then* The forces
of internal reaction and stoopid conservatisn are still'very
strong*

But new songs had cone* They are songs of universal fre”
edon and independent Dentality. They are songs of social prog-
ress and justice. They are songs of united and heautlful coun*

try that belongs to all Indians and to every Indian*
JAMES BOND,
THE KING OF MONKEYS*
mr

He escapes any chase. He appears whore nobody expects hin?
Hard am, eaglets eye, and the oath to hvenge his facer's dea]b”
Soneone good!lnspector of police ganes bin over the side of Jp$
end Order* The whole India had breathed with relief, because m
fearless Bahadur now pursues all criainals, at the sane tine
leoting nillions for Indrajal Conics* )

Bhbadur has a lot of a ssistants and oven rivals, like ™ns*
pector Aimd, Secret agent Vikran, Inspector Baruda, Baby S”~and
others* Bald heroes of conics, including the world known A”lerls
and of course the very great™Janes Bond, destroyed all lih~listie
barriers in India* Bahadur chases bandits in seven ]JaOguh]”, su»
pernan cones out unscathed in six languages, and gythologl]p.l and
epic conics shake Indian ninds in nine languages anQ in nl])ions
otF- copies.; '

* This article is called upon to ssoplete the picture W
book narkot. It also deals with very Inpoj™nt cultotol
problen India faces today* ;
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Godfather of the new business™ Govordghan Kapoor aoys;
There is unpreeedcnt boon in the oonlos mrket. Output increcw»os
30 per cent annually.

AiT.Singhvi, Director, Indra®Jal Conicsj agrees:

The mricot spreads rapidly. ¥e are sure a reader is ready to boy
anything in conic style. f"

TThat happened, really? India is not a creator of conic sty-
le, nor she is introduced to conics just yesterday." But when it
went to Phantons, Mixidrake and other inportcd rubbish, it was
quite understandable, bacause "Phantons" are everywhere now.’
All has been changed, when conic heroes have got Indian nane$
and Indian dresses, and indianised situations cane into the oo-.
nic frane. TI™nj,conic business reached Indians like a'“ire In
jungles. Ore ,tbe one hand, it increased inpbrt of international
kitsch, and on the other hand, established a conveyor systen of
native one.

Since then the Indians are surrounded by the huge nob of
secret agents”, space ncnstcrir, gmt~tkrroeLta with ggod goals and
without goalsy. unbelievably slIn beastties in shocking dresses
on and without then. AIll these colourful things are nothing aft-
are than the sane old good Anerican pie, but with Indian stuffing.

The top hits, however, <“ne out when the trend of epic co-
nics was established. An interesting and golden idea was born
In the nind of soneone Anand Pai, He understood that new basliw
ess could becone a real Klondike. Since "Paachatantra" and "<Ja-

~-1ak3" tines, nany things bad been chahS®“* Anand Pai has estab-
lished his own publishing house Sanga Bekha, and poor Phanton
successfully has: been beaten, Gnce An2ffid Pal told the weekly
‘elndia Today", that children, ih Indian-cities had no idea abou”

Indian culture, so'he desided to retell Indian qythology by '

neans of cooics,™ ' v
» -
Bven/~if such a sentinentai. story is a truth, results aehi«r

ovod todays*are not as honorablew The foundation stone of aay
conic* Is  ;super-touch thene, or subject. In Indian gyths. In
fanous”""Whhabharata* and '‘B"nayana', there are enough aotions
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and enough thenos. Hejcoic adventures of Rana, fantastic stort-»
3S about the devil Havana and faithful nonkey Sinunan, escapa-
des of a playful Krishna; folk fantasy is beautiful and full
of deep neaning. Unlike other countries, India has no dead he-
roes; they have not disappeared under covers of large volunes.
They are alive i-oday in consciousness of the nillions, who
since their o\m childhood conpare their actions with high no-
ral standards of nytholcgj”™, fhatever takes place , there in
those stories, the victory is invariably by the side of pure-
soul people, and not by tho side of violent, super-strong and
artful ones. Those stories are still the pride of the nation
presently.

Hence, groat heroes of grey tines arc taken to the sane
ranks of cultural industry, joining Itfendrakes and Spidernen,
whose inages are well-constructed by restern specialists in
nass psychology and experts in nanagenent of nass nentality.
T/ishing or not, creators of Indian conioe take the Western
systen of values, while using ready-nade Anerican nodols.
Ifcral superiority of Indian nyths bocones a cult of cruel for-
ce, lover's feelings turn into a sexual curiocity and so on*
Janes Bond never dreant about such adventures, like Rmunan's*
These adventures entered conics, nissing high cioral standards
Of the noble nuakey, His friendly devotion, his readiness to
dacrif «00 hinso3 f in, the nane of the truth and justice are
categr..rics, sxnp~™ unnnown for 'ono very great'-Janes Bond.

I'j is very easy to get. considerable profits fron transla-
tion of thbabnarata into conic language. Arns are shining,
blcud is flowing; victorious Arjuna flies on his chariot
lead by v7iso Krishna.,, Say. everything like in Jfihabharata,
but none words are dropped. They arc innortal, they are wise,
but they are dropped. Here they are;

You have a right only to act, not to got fruits of your
action. Act not by your desire to catch these fruits.
And nothing can excuse your inaction,

Milleniuns of spiritual dovelopnent forned the icEigo of India.

The noral -peanihg of Indian heritage is being thrown awa y hy



cultural industrialists, The only dynanisn is left in epic co-
nics, to please connon janesbondization of the spirit. Heroes
"of nyths are forced in conics to act, (mder law of jungles.

An Indi_an cr_itie S~MMilhotra likens those conics to drug
capsule with powerful poison inside. It is taken so easy”™ and
it looks so innocent.. There is another side of the natter.
"India Today" wrote: o

Conics Stuff is conpletely dependent on the will of publis—
, ™~ hers. Not alone painter or writer could mke a conic good

enough for narketing. AIll conics are nade by people like
~m'-Pai. ' -

A There are very strong ties between conic boon and Indian
agencies of advertisenent, which use the latest nethods of
psychographic analysis of a potential consuner trying to forn
his style of life. In other words, the Indians face today a
well-thought-out policy of spiritual Anericanisation. It is too
naivef to think,,of Aneriean spies coning to India disguised as
Ind-iaii'‘publishers. This idea is O.K, Just like another new co-
nic ~tory, and nothing els e. The reality is sinplier. The ba-
nal hu-nting after dividends takes place. The cruel conpetition
for the sake of perspective narket goes on. Conic boon displays
-a coincidence of financial interests of Indian business and ide-
ological pretensions of X7estern noo-colonialisn,

- - They do not force one to V/ear international dress instead
of saroe or dhoti. They do not denand it, at least. But they
force yne to thinic according to narket standards, they force
one to forget hunanisn of Indian noral standards. The results
\70uld' be too sad - denationalisation and depolitisation of the
Indian society, []

Indian cinena, like its Western sisters, also has a trenen-
dous influence fron conics. In fact, the fiajority of Indian coo-
ncrcial novies are noving conics, Wathing a dozen of then, one
can say that they are the sane endless filn. The sane overfed
actors in the sane stock phrase situations with songs, danceis, art
artificial tears, artificial fights and again songs, Indian cinena
industry had created sone good-for-all recipe, joining nethods of
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Western "popular culture”. To cjy nind, Indian filns reflect the

reality in nythologisated nanner, that is they create sone kind

of nyth of the present. They are aimed to please consumers, not

to educate people. | hope you understand the difference between
two words - consumers and people. For Indian cinema, the Indians
are not people, they are consumers. This is one, more example of
Americanisation of Indian culture and life. Indian "factories

of drcans” make production that never pretend to look like rea-

lity or at least somehow resemble the life of audience. Indian

cinema went averi further, than its Western sisters, in its abso»
lutely anti-social and anti-national extremism.

Let us compare Indian cinema to American,~one, which since
its very beginning had become an art- make moneys At the first
sight, \7hat an American needs,tp forget about 15 million unempl%
ed, billions’'dollars for arms race, Iran-Contra scandal etc,?

Of course, somethihg\thriiling or something sweet. And he gets
"French Leutenant Woman", "Star wars", "Godfather", "Jaws",, "Oe-
topussy" and so on. The champion of dividends is, however,

In 19G3, it has got 350 million dollar profit, but that is no”
all. The book written aftb'ri® the filn is already sold in a treneil®
dous number of copies*! The*/right to use the image of the poor E~T
to produce dolls, packets>" stickers and so brills a
billion dollars, Neil Dia’\nd%.ecorded an LP about the same E*T',
One can extend this list, but t.ﬁat is enough to ungjerstand what.
American art is, -

Howeyerf® of the USA |is not of such a limited use, It®
is quite po~rful in a case of export of Amorican style of life,
American values"and anti-communist concepts. Since president Ree”
gan began telling his thrilling story about Soviet military sup”®
riori”™, a™ lot of movies appeared ti tell the same; The film
"Fiery Fox" was commented by anti7CAN*YWW magazine "Commentary"
as the very bad filnn/,in sjpite of its extreme anti—Soviet™ism,
Then the film "Gorky Park"/and serial "Wings of War" came to the
screen. But the most Cbntraversive film, "America", is criticised

[ ]
in the US even by anti—Soviet circles of society,
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Suddenly, anidst the ahti-connunist propaganda and "Jingoist
noise, a new flln has appeared in the Hollywood, The filn, en-.
titled "The Reds", v"as produced by TTorren Bitty, and for Aneri-
cans it was the discovery of their countrynan John Reed., his
life and his love, A young Anbrican communist, John Reed had
given his life to the cause of progress and socialism, to the
of support to young Soviet Republic in distinct Russia, where
he finally died as American and Soviet national hero. T7ell
known actors Jack Nickolson, Jean Kakman and Dian Kitton took
part in the film, which became as popular as, say, good for
nothing "Jaws",

Unfortunately, Indian audience has different films to
watch and different books to read. Books become expensive,
total volume of copies is very small, cinema becomes more com-
mercial, Such a situation is dagerous for the great Indian
culture. The time is not far, when Indian children will mix
Hanuman with James Bond and call Rama as Superman, Let Ranusr
man throw away James Bond’'s pistol from his hands. Let Rama
get his Indian face instead of face "a la" Rambo, It is not
enough to be dressed in dhoti or saree. It is better to res-
pect humanist traditions of your country wearing American
jeans, than to live under law of stone jungles as a consumer
wearing kurta-pajama.



